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Editorial Notes 


Watching the Industry’s 
Interests 


Tue Address of Sir David Milne-Watson to the N.G.C. at its 
twenty-first annual meeting indicated the wide scope of a 
national organization representing 95% of the gas made in 
the British Isles and speaking with authority for the Gas 
Industry; and he could justifiably look back with pride on 
the growth of the Council and the great value of its numerous 
activities. Yearly the work of the Council increases, involv- 
ing, in Sir David’s own words, “ increasing vigilance, devoted 
service, and constant renewal of effort.” His Address, too, 
reflected the effects of the international tension on the In- 
dustry—the need for expenditure not only on general A.R.P. 
measures for the safety of personnel, but on special measures 
with a view to ensuring continuity of gas supply in the event 
of war. And in this connexion Sir David explained that the 
Council had obtained an assurance from the Treasury that 
grants from the Government for this work will not be re- 
garded as forming part of the taxable income of a gas under- 
taking. In the event of war, of course, the importance of the 
Gas Industry will once again be doubly emphasized, in one 
aspect as a producer of raw materials for explosives; and Sir 
David referred to the gratifying reception given to the repre- 
sentatives of the Council with a view to increasing benzole 
production at gas-works. 


Sir David spoke of the vast amount of Parliamentary in- 
vestigation work imposed on the Council during the past 
year by the abnormal conditions, of the coal question, con- 
sideration of which has bulked largely in the Council’s activi- 
ties, of the problems of mains and cables in highways, of 
rating and valuation, of national taxation. He showed how 
well and in how many directions the Council is looking after 
the vital interests of the Gas Industry. Certainly the Coun- 
cil’s representations were never more influential, redounding 
alike to the benefit of both individual gas undertakings and 
the Industry as a whole. He also emphasized once again the 
importance of the work of the Industrial Gas Development 
Centres and urged that all steps should be taken to ensure 


that full use is made of the opportunities afforded by this 
scheme for maintaining and extending gas sales in the indus- 
trial sphere. From its very start we have been enthusiastic 
regarding the advantages so obviously to be gained from this 
co-operative development plan, which should have 100% 
active support. It has accomplished much already in un- 
covering new fields for gas usage and it will become an 
increasingly important factor in consolidating gas sales. 

Reference was also made by Sir David to “onlookers” 
who are not averse to setting out plans as to how the Gas 
Industry should be run. “ To such,” he said, “ we are grateful 
for their interest and for suggestions which appear to us 
sound and practical. Theories, however, do not always work 
out in practice, and I am sure that we are well advised to 
eschew revolutionary methods and to pin our faith to the 
system of gradual evolution which, with the help of men 
who, though they have spent their lives in the Industry, are 
none the less always receptive of new ideas, has placed the . 
Industry on a sound and successful basis.” Sir David's 
Address showed how well equipped the Industry is to meet 
the increasing demands which will be made upon it. 


9.B.G.I. 


THE report of the S.B.G.I.—a report of a very full and a very 
busy year—referred to the co-operative action taken during 
the twelve months in regard to Gas Industry research. It told 
of the formation of a Joint Committee of the I.G.E. and the 
Society at the invitation of the Council-of the British Gas 
Federation, of the consideration given to a document survey- 
ing the position by Dr. Braunholtz, and of recommendations 
made by the Committee which are shortly to be considered 
by the Councils of the Institution and the Society and sub- 
mitted to the Council of the Federation. How research in 
the Industry may best be organized has been the subject of 
discussion for some years. That there is need for more long- 
distance and fundamental work, few will deny, but it is essen- 
tial that such work shou'd have the support of all in the 
Industry, and not least the manufacturers of plant and equip- 
ment. The closer co-operation on the matter as evidenced 











by the report is a good augury that before long we shall have 
a scheme more extensive than that now existing and more in 
keeping with the magnitude and potentialities of the Industry. 
The report mentioned that during the year the Institution 
invited the Society to collaborate with it in connexion with 
two matters which have been made the subject of special 
investigations—noise in gas burners and stresses in spirally- 
guided holders. The work is proceeding. 

The response to the new spirit of friendliness, mutual aid, 
and common counsel has been excellent. A Joint Exhibitions 
Committee of the B.C.G.A. and the Society has been set up 
for agreed decision and action on this important and costly 
sphere of the Industry’s activities. The Gas Industry Section 
of the British Standards Institution provides another channel 
by which the problems of the supplier and the problems of 
the purchaser may be linked and solved. In another direc- 
tion, through the Society, the manufacturers of lighting equip- 
ment have been most helpful in offering gas undertakings in 
generous measure technical advice and practical assistance. 
Unfortunately insufficient use has been made of this modern 
service; far too many undertakings are apathetic about the 
lighting load. These examples of the work of the S.B.G.I. 
are indicative of the effective way in which the Society has 
planned its policy and greatly extended its activities. The 
growth of the Society in recent years was brought out in the 
report by the simple statement that the past three years have 
witnessed an increase of over one-third in the total member- 
ship, and that membership still continues to increase. 


e ee . 
Unification 

THERE were two references last week to the efforts which 
have been made to effect improved co-ordination of the work 
of the national bodies. Both the President’s speech at the 
N.G.C. annual meeting and the S.B.G.I. Council’s report 
recorded inability to achieve general agreement on the basis 
of the Special Joint Drafting Committee’s suggestions. And 
so, as Sir David remarked, the whole position must now be 
considered afresh, and a representative committee has been 
appointed for this purpose. 

With regrets that discussions and negotiations which have 
been going on since 1937 should have led to no positive 
results, we are glad that investigations are to be continued, 
because nobody has any doubt that some degree of rationali- 
zation is desirable, and that there is at present a great deal 
of overlapping which, apart from impairing efficiency, places 
unnecessary strain upon the comparatively few who bear the 
brunt of the committee work. 

Since its formation a few years ago, we have taken every 
opportunity of expressing our admiration of the British Gas 
Federation idea. Its ideal—to enable the Industry to speak 
with one voice—seemed indisputably sound; there appeared 
to be great soundness, too, in the loose lines upon which its 
constitution was drawn, leaving every latitude for the 
gradual forging of closer ties between the various national 
bodies of the Industry. There is no possible doubt that these 
ties have grown closer under the egis of the Federation, and 
that a very healthy co-operation has developed in recent 
years which has already proved of benefit in these times of 
difficulty. We must, however, confess to some disappoint- 
ment that this first real effort to give the Federation a more 
concrete existence should have led to nothing except a reali- 
zation of the exact difficulties to be surmounted. Even this 
is a very great deal accomplished, and, knowing that the 
spirit of co-operation is fully alive, we trust that those who 
have rationalization at heart will not be unduly discouraged. 
The Industry has many problems before it which will be 
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solved with greater success if a unanimously agreed solution 
is found for them. The future of research is only one 
example. 


The Difficulties Revealed 


MEANWHILE, the S.B.G.I. report reproduced in later columns 
is a tribute not only to the Society’s willingness to take its 
part in the common counsels of the Industry, but even more 
strikingly to its ability to do so. By general consent, the 
manufacturers’ association has galvanized itself into new life 
since the formation of the B.G.F. enabled the rest of the 
Industry—not entirely from unselfish motives—to offer it 
recognition. The response of the Society was immediate, 
and has never shown the slightest signs of the resentment 
which previous years of cold-shouldering might have engen- 
dered in unwiser minds. Here, again, obvious self-interests 
cannot have been without their influence, and indeed the 
interests of all sections of the Industry are so complementary 
that we remain completely optimistic of the prospects of a 
real live federation being evolved, pooling in the common 
cause the available resources of brain and material, and 
allotting representation and influence in proportions accept- 
able to all. Whatever the difficulties—whether connected 
with the allocation of funds to particular purposes, with the 
professional status of the Institution, or any other matter 
that may have arisen—they have now been laid bare. This 
must be regarded not as the end, but as the beginning of new 
efforts to strengthen the directing forces of Gas incusiry 
policy along democratic lines which will have the support 
of all. 


District Development 


WHILE on this subject, it is opportune to congratulate the 
B.C.G.A. upon its efforts at district development. Reference 
has been made on several recent public occasions to the 
District Committees, into the launching of which the Asso- 
ciation is putting any amount of energy. This is a move 
not only towards democratization, but an answer to the 
complaint so often heard that London cannot judge the 
needs of the provinces. 

As recently as last week we reported the view of Mr. A. G. 
J. Anderson, from a colliery district in Co. Durham, that a 
desirable move would be the appointment of B.C.G.A. re- 
gional officers who could be responsible for the organization 
of every branch of propaganda in their area. The new 
B.C.G.A. development, which envisages regular meetings in 
some dozen areas open to representatives from every sub- 
sidiary undertaking, is already well under way. It is now the 
districts’ responsibility to make a success of their Commit- 
tees, and so develop and strengthen them that the needs 
particular to every type of district receive satisfaction, and 
that eventually the appointment of regional officers is justi- 
fied. 

We use this word advisedly because, sound as the idea 
obviously is, a regional officer can only work efficiently to a 
well defined policy, and satisfaction to all can only be assured 
by general agreement on that policy. We do urge upon dis- 
tricts to make a success of their Committees, and especially 
upon the smaller undertakings to see that their particular 
views are heard. It will be no use if, by neglect, they allow 
matters to get entirely into a few hands and then complain 
afterwards. This seems to us the opportunity to unify sales 
policy along the soundest of all lines, and to eliminate the 
divergencies between one undertaking and another even in 
one small area which so often nowadays put a brake upon 
progress. 
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The Prejudice Factor— 


WE commented in these columns last week on Mr. Ander- 
son’s North of England Paper, in which the Author discussed 
the factors of cost, convenience, and prejudice influencing the 
choice of competing fuels. Now Mr. Anderson’s assumptions 
are very broad, and, as we said last week, many will disagree 
with the values he suggested. None will deny, however, that 
prejudice is a most important factor in the choice of sources 
of heat, and that its influence becomes all the greater as the 
price margin between competing fuels narrows. But space 
heating must be considered under two heads—intermittent and 
continuous heating. We think we are right in saying that 
any prejudice in favour of coal against gas for intermittent 
heating can be discounted. The public has been educated to 
the very real advantages of gas fires in the bedroom, the 
dining room, and other rooms where heat is required for 
comparatively short periods. To-day the gas salesman is not 
confronted to any degree with prejudice against gas for heat- 
ing of this character, and he knows that for intermittent use 
gas, even on the flat rate, is cheaper than coal. Where he 
cannot effect a sale it is because the consumer is either un- 
willing or unable to pay for heat and for the appliances for 
providing it. 

When we turn to continuous heating, to the heating of the 
living room, it is a different matter. Until recently, of course, 
the cost factor was all against gas. Sold on a flat rate gas 
was, and remains, more expensive than coal. With the flat 
rate it is quite useless to attempt to obtain continuous heating 
by gas except where the consumer is prepared to pay some- 
thing more than coal for the added convenience and cleanli- 
ness. But now we are entering upon the “ attractive tariff ” 
era, and this must transform our ideas on the entire problem 
of the use of gas for continuous heating. Some of those 
undertakings which have put into force two-part tarifis or 
other types of promotional rate can go to their consumers 
and explain to them that gas will cost them no more than 
coal for the heating of their living rooms, even including the 
cost of the gas appliance. There can be no prejudice against 
gas on the score of cost; there is everything in favour of it 
on the score of convenience, reliability, and cleanliness. 

Yet we find a general reluctance on the public’s part to 
do away with the one coal fire, though, as we have said, there 
is general acceptance of gas for intermittent heating. Why 
is this so? Is it because, thinking in flat rate terms, the Gas 
Industry has concentrated solely on the improvement in ap- 
pearance and performance of appliances designed essentially 
for intermittent heating? Certainly the manufacturers of 
such equipment have developed their appliances to a very 
high standard indeed both of appearance and of thermal 
efficiency; and quite rightly there is no relaxation of effort, 
no diminution of research, to effect still further improve- 
ment. 


and Continuous Heating 


Gas for continuous heating at a price wholly competitive 
with raw coal does, however, raise a new problem of vast 
potentialities and calls for a new outlook. With gas at 4d. or 
5d. a therm the attainment of higher and still higher thermal 
efficiencies in the gas fire loses much of its importance, and 
we suggest facing the fact squarely that research in other 
directions, towards a gas fire different from that which we 
know to-day, will be of greater ultimate use. We believe, in 
fact, that it will be easier in the long run to alter the charac- 
ter of the, gas fire for the particular purpose of main living 
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room heating than to persuade the British public to accept it 
in its traditional form. But be it noted that we are suggest- 
ing this as an additional use of gas, and not that the Industry 
should deviate in any way from its determination to install 
the present type of gas fire in the innumerable situations 
where there is still room for it. There is no doubt, for 
example, that people do like the flickering flames of a coal 
fire. “In the flickering of the flames of a true fire lie the 
play and radiance of life.” This is quoted from Dr. Marie 
Stopes’ extraordinary effusion on the coal fire at the last 
Coal Convention. Well, the flickering flames of a coal fire 
are the flames of gas; and in every sense a gas fire is a 
“true” fire. There is no reason why, if people have such a 
preference for flickering flames, their desires should not be 
satisfied by a modified form of gas fire which produces them. 
If a section of the public considers that for continuous heat- 
ing in the living room the gas fire is too static, too mono- 
tonous, in its present form, there is no reason why a gas fire 
should not be produced which has the desired liveliness, a 
fire which has movement and ever-changing flickering flames. 
As a matter of fact, we have seen such a fire in its experi- 
mental stage and it has an air of friendliness—an air of socia- 
bility which certainly is not surpassed by the coal fire. The 
character of the heat it emits is all that can be desired; and 
it can be regulated at will, which is more than can be said 
of the coal fire. 

The manufacturers of gas fires are very busy indeed ex- 
perimenting on and developing new types, essentially different 
from existing patterns, of gas fire designed for continuous 
heating. Some of these we have been privileged to see—as 
we have said, in the experimental stages. We think their 
eventual marketing will have a most important bearing on 
the expansion of the continuous heating load by gas—always 
provided that gas is offered at the right rates, at prices com- 
petitive with raw coal. We believe that when the public 
becomes acquainted with these new developments prejudice 
in favour of the open fire burning raw coal will die away. 
In the meantime gas undertakings generally must lose no time 
in formulating systems of charge which will enable full ad- 
vantage to be taken of the research work now in progress in 
this direction. 


Holding Companies Enquiry 
THE Select Committee of the House of Lords on Gas and 
Electricity Holding Companies is at present. sitting, and its 
investigation of the affairs of Gas Holding Companies con- 
cluded on Thursday last. It will be remembered that the 
Committee was appointed in pursuance of a motion of the 
Lord Chairman, the Earl of Onslow, which in view of the 
urgent and pressing obligations imposed upon industry in 
connexion with civil defence was regarded by many as ill- 
timed. The Committee consists of nine Peers, under the 
able and experienced Chairmanship of Lord Sankey, an ex- 
Lord Chancellor, and retired Judge of the High Court. 

The case for the Gas Industry was presented by Mr. F. 
R. Evershed, K.C., on behalf of the Association of Gas 
Holding Companies. The electricity industry was repre- 
sented by no less than four distinct groups of companies, each 
appearing by different Counsel. It is undoubtedly a subject 
of congratulation that the Gas Industry when appearing be- 
fore Governmental and other tribunals is almost invariably 
able to speak through one Body and with one voice. This 
indicates a unity and harmony within the Industry which our 
electrical friends may possibly envy. On what might be 
described as the other side of the table the Association of 











Municipal Corporations and the Urban District Councils As- 
sociation were represented by Mr. Trustram Eve, K.C., al- 
though they appeared in the capacity of genuine seekers of 
information rather than in that of active critics. It is, indeed, 
one of the curious features of this Enquiry, as the Chairman 
frequently stated, that there are no prosecutors and no accu- 
sations. The Enquiry is rather directed to abuses which in 
the present state of the law might conceivably arise, although 
there is, as the memorandum submitted by the Board of 
Trade to the Committee states, no evidence that any such 
abuses have in actual fact occurred. It has, indeed, been 
one of the main difficulties of the Association of Gas Holding 
Companies that so little information existed as to the nature 
of the charges they were expected to meet. A somewhat 
humorous analogy might arise if some unfortunate individual 
were called upon to prove not only that he was not guilty 
of theft, but that the law was such that under no conceivable 
circumstances could he possibly steal. It was in these cir- 
cumstances impossible not to sympathize with the admission 
of the local authorities that they had no desire, and were 
even unable, to open the proceedings. Such reluctance was 
reasonable, having regard to the fact that the local authorities 
of the country have been in no way responsible for the 
appointment of the Committee. 

An extensive report of the proceedings as far as the gas 
case is concerned appears in later columns, but it may be 
useful here to summarize the main points. Mr. Evershed, 
who no doubt is destined for the glittering prizes of his 
profession, spent the first day in presenting to the Committee 
one of the most masterly summaries of the history of the 
Gas Industry to which it has been our privilege to listen. 
In doing so, he referred to the many Parliamentary and 
Governmental enquiries which have investigated the affairs 
of the Industry in recent years, and emphasized that in every 
case two recommendations had. been made: 


(1) that the Industry should be given greater freedom from 
legislative and Governmental control, particularly in 
the way of raising capital; and 

(2) that the organization of the Industry on the basis of 
larger units should be encouraged. 


He further emphasized that the three Public Acts relating 
to the Gas Industry which had been passed since 1929 were 
mainly for the purpose of granting the Industry freedom from 
many of the restrictive provisions which might have been 
necessary in the nineteenth century, when gas could legiti- 
mately be regarded as a monopoly. Great encouragement 
has also been given by the provisions of those Public Acts 
to the elimination of the smaller unit, first by complete amal- 
gamation, and in more recent years by the holding company 
system. 

It is inconceivable that the Board of Trade desire that this 
policy should be reversed, and the memorandum which they 
have submitted to the Joint Committee is directed mainly to 
abuses which might arise rather than to any condemnation 
of the holding company system. The two aspects of the 
system to which the Board of Trade have directed attention 
are: 


(1) that holding companies might lend money without se- 
curity to their subsidiaries, thereby enabling those sub- 
sidiaries to dispense with any application to the Board 
of Trade for Special Orders; and 


(2) that the purchase price, including compensation to 
directors and officials on acquisition, and management 
charges made by holding companies, might be exces- 
sive. 
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These criticisms were met by the following submissions 0; 
Counsel on behalf of the Holding Companies Association: 


(1) that although it is desirable that directors of companies 
should be both honest and competent, it is impossible 
by legislation to ensure that this should invariably be 
the case; 

(2) that the present is no time to place upon the Industry 
additional fetters and handicaps; 


(3) that legislation should not be directed to abuses which 
have in fact never arisen but are merely hypothetical 
possibilities; 

(4) that sufficient protection already exists— 

(a) in competition; and 

(b) by the provisions of existing gas legislation 
which enable the Board of Trade from time to 
time to review the financial position of every 
statutory gas undertaking. 


The evidence on behalf of the Association of Gas Holding 
Companies was given by Sir David Milne-Watson, who 
as a pioneer of the holding company movement spoke with 
an authority which was unique in the Industry. Sir David 
contended that any further legislative restrictions on the 
holding company movement were wholly unnecessary and 
unjustified by anything that had happened in the past history 
of that movement. 

It will, of course, be some while before the Committee 
finishes the whole Enquiry and is able to publish a report. We 
await that report with some confidence, but at the present 
time there are few who will quarrel with the views on the 
matter so well expressed in Mr. Evershed’s opening speech 
when he said: “Once either the courts, or the Legislature 
and thereby the courts, are introduced into the realm of 
domestic management of commercial undertakings, it is im- 
possible to see where it would stop, and the only practical 
result, as far as one can see, would be that the ordinary honest 
business man would be hopelessly hampered in the conduct 
of his business merely because it was thought that there 
might by this means be some check put upon a person who 
was not so honest or was not so competent.” 


Further Holding Company 
Results 


In to-day’s “ JouRNAL ” will be found a report of the annual 
meeting of the United Kingdom Gas Corporation, on which 
occasion the Chairman, Mr. B. B. H. Ottley was able to 
unfold a story of progress in many directions. The sales of 
gas by the constituent companies showed an increase of 2°3% 
on the previous year—and, as is well known, 1938 was not 
a good year for gas sales. Actually, for the first quarter of 
this year the increase in sales was nearly 8%. Several 
further acquisitions of undertakings, both company and muni- 
cipally owned, were effected during the year, as were several 
amalgamations. In regard to amalgamation, a large scheme 
is now in hand for the grouping of eight companies in the 
Castleford area. Sales promotional tariffs are being adopted. 
Sales campaigns, utilizing the Corporation’s expert staff, have 
been thoroughly organized, and the increase in turnover of 
aprliances has been remarkable. Many new long-term public 
lighting contracts have been secured—five of them for a 
period of ten years. In every direction the standard of ser- 
vice offered has been raised. 

The high light of Mr. Ottley’s speech, however, was his 
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reference to the new statutory subsidiary, the West Yorkshire 
Gas Distribution Company, formed to operate in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire a gas network supplied with purified gas 
from gas-works and coke-ovens. This grid will link up 18 
undertakings controlled by the Corporation. It is anticipated 
that by next August 14,500,000 cu.ft. of gas per day will be 
available from the coking plants; and the mains of the Dis- 
tribution Company, totalling in length 75 miles, are practic- 
ally completed. In many instances negotiations for new in- 
dustrial loads are well advanced, and will have been com- 
pleted by the time the additional supplies of gas are available 
through the grid next August; and Mr. Ottley mentioned 
that in the area taken over from the Dukinfield Corporation 
the largest annealing furnace ever erected for operation on 
town gas has recently been installed in an engineering works. 
The financial burden necessitated by all this development 
work will inevitably have its effect on the immediate working 
of the scheme, but the stage is set for vastly increased sales— 





Personal 


Mr. C. J. B. SAwBRIDGE, A.C.A., who has been Chief Clerk and 
Accountant to the Eastbourne Gas Company for nearly four-and- 
a-half years, has now been appointed by the Directors as Assistant 
Secretary to the Company. 


* * * 


Mr. GEORGE PERKINS, after over forty years in the Industry, 
the last thirty-four of which have been in the service of the 
British Gas Light Company, Ltd., at their Hull Station, will retire 
{rom his position of showroom manager there at the end of June. 

* * * 


The Bury Gas Committee recommends the appointment of Mr. 
H. C. THACKER, Distribution Engineer of the Halifax Gas Depart- 
ment, as the Distribution Superintendent at Bury. 


Obituary 
George Wilks 


A lifetime’s devotion to the Gas Industry and the welfare of 
his staff is ended by the death, which occurred in the early hours 
of last Wednesday morning, 
of Mr. George Wilks, General 
Manager and Secretary of the 
Watford and St. Albans Gas 
Company. Ill-health, which 
had troubled him for the past 
two or three months, recently 
compelled Mr. Wilks to tender 
his resignation to the Direc- 
tors, and news of his sudden 
passing at his home at Bricket 
Wood was received with pro- 
found sorrow by all connected 
with the Company and by a 
wide circle of friends through- 
out the Gas Industry, from 
whom hundreds of letters had 
been received in recent weeks 
expressing sympathy in the 
need for his retirement and 
wishes for a speedy return to 
health. 

Fifty-seven years of age, Mr. Wilks was within a month of 
completing his 42nd year of service for the Company, which he 
joined as a general clerk in June, 1897, and by his devotion and 
foresight he played a great part in extending its scope to its 
present magnitude. From .a small undertaking serving only 
Watford and Bushey, and employing but a few score men, Mr. 
Wilks saw the Company thrust forth into new spheres of activity 
in all directions. and himself rose from a clerk’s desk to become 
the chief executive officer of a Company employing a thousand 
men and women. As the Company grew and absorbed neigh- 
bouring undertakings, particularly in recent years, the responsi- 
bility and diversity of his duties increased rapidly, and to them he 
applied himself with remarkable zeal and concentration. A 
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a widespread use of town gas in home and industry. Mr. 
Ottley’s speech was a most encouraging one for the future 
of gas in changed circumstances. 


The De-Ammoniating Plant at Reading 


We referred last week to the de-ammoniating plant, which is 
integral with the Holmes Multifilm washers, at the Reading Gas- 
Works. The operation of this plant was described in a Paper 
read by Mr. A. Tran to the Western Junior Gas Association. A 
reader finds a sense of ambiguity in our reference to the plant, 
which appeared on p. 388 of last week’s “ JOURNAL.” Though 
there was no confusion in our mind at the time, we should like 
to make it quite clear that the plant, which was designed and 
erected by Messrs. W. C. Holmes & Co., Ltd., of Huddersfield, is 
distinct from the Thorncliffe-Baldurie concentration plant in which 
the ammoniacal liquor is subsequently brought up to a strength 
of 20 oz. Mr. Tran’s Paper will be found on later pages of 
to-day’s “* JOURNAL.” 


bachelor, he devoted almost his whole time to the affairs of the 
Company, and in every sphere his integrity, modesty, and charm 
of manner made a lasting impression and won him countless 
friends. Nowhere was he more esteemed than among his own 
employees, whose welfare he made one of his greatest concerns. 

Born at Watford, Mr. Wilks joined the Watford Gas and Coke 
Company, as it was then known, in June, 1897. In 1921 he 
succeeded the late Mr. Duncan Royal as Secretary of the Com- 
pany, and on Jan. 1, 1930, when the amalgamation with St. 
Albans came about and the Company took its present title, he 
was appointed Secretary and Commercial Manager. Later he 
became General Manager and Secretary. 

Mr. Wilks, who held the longest service record on the clerical 
side, was a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Secretaries; and 
a member of the executives of the National Gas Council, the 
British Commercial Gas Association, the London and Counties 
Coke Association, and the Federation of Gas Employers. 

During the war he served as a private in the Bedfordshire 
Regiment. 

The funeral service took place on Friday at St. Luke’s, Bricket 
Wood, followed by the interment at North Watford cemetery. 


* * * 


The death occurred on April 21 of Alderman JAMES FULLER 
EBERLE, O.B.E., who was a Director of the Bristol Gas Company. 





Forthcoming Engagements 


May. 

18.—1.G.E.—Joint Committee on Complete Gasification under 
Pressure, 16, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 

19.—Southern Association.—Meeting at Devonport. 


23.—Southern Association (Eastern _District)—Meeting at Gas 
Industry House, 2.30 p.m. Discussion on “ Immersion 
Heating as Applied to Soft Metal Melting.” 


25.—Midland Juniors.—Visit to Stratford-on-Avon. 


25.—Wales and Monmouthshire Association.—Annual Meeting 
at Newport. 


25-26.—Eastern Counties Association.—Spring Meeting at 
Grimsby. 


June. 
1.—L.C.C.A.—Finance Committee, 10.45. a.m.; Executive Com- 
mittee, 11.15 a.m.; Central Committee, 2.30 p.m. 
6.-—1.G.E.—Council, Institution of Civil Engineers, 9.30 a.m. 


6, 7, 8, and 9.—I.G.E.—Seventy-Sixth Annual General Meeting, 
Institution of Civil Engineers. 


12.—-L.C.C.A.—Technical Committee, 2.30 p.m. 


14.—Coke Salesmen’s Circle.—Visit to Works and Laboratories 
of Eagle Range and Grate Company, Ltd., Aston, Birm- 
ingham. 

21.—1.G.E.—Domestic Heating Committee, 2.30 p.m. 

23.—Waverley Association.—Annual Meeting at Edinburgh. 

24.—London and Southern Juniors.—Summer Visit to Windsor. 
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News of the Week 


An Offer to Negotiate for the Purchase of the Sandwich 
Gas Undertaking was reported to the Sandwich Town Council 
at their May meeting. 

The Output of Gas from the Works of the Plymouth Cor- 
poration Gas Undertaking during March was 8°89°% in excess of 
that for the corresponding month of last year. . 

The Douglas Gas Company, Lanarkshire, which is almost a 
century old, is to be closed down in the near future. The sales 
of gas by this Company last year totalled 2 million cu.ft. 

Owing to Increased Capital Expenditure on meters, due to 
the rapid erection of houses, and the wide adoption of water 
heating appliances, Paisley Town Council has decided to seek 
powers to borrow £25,000, to cover the period till 1944. 

Cookery Demonstrations were recently held by Stoves, Ltd.. 
for five days in co-operation with the Gas Department at 
Wantage. Miss Newberry was the demonstrator and she lectured 
to excellent attendances and merited the appreciation of her 
audience. 

Copies of the following recently issued British Standard 
Specification can be obtained on application to the Secretary, The 
Institution of Gas Engineers, 1, Grosvenor Place, London, S.W. 1, 
at 2s. each: No. 845-1939. Code for Commercial Acceptance 
Tests for Steam Boilers. 

From the Next Meter Readings the price of gas is to be 
increased by the Bedford District Gas Company by 4d. per therm, 
making the price 104d. per therm. The discount scale for large 
consumers has also been amended but the Company have under 
consideration a scheme whereby those consumers who are willing 
to take more gas will obtain it at half price. 

A Home Service Exhibition, held at St. George’s Hall, 
Colchester, for a week, under the auspices of the Colchester Gas 
Company. concluded on Saturday, May 13. Many interesting 
features were included in an up-to-date display. Two stands 
were occupied by Messrs. R. & A. Main, Ltd., showing instan- 
taneous water heaters, automatically controlled bath water heaters 
and automatic sink water heaters: also the verv latest in gas 
cookers, radiators, portable gas fires, and panel fires. Radiation 
Ltd. displaved water heaters and a wide range of cookers. The 
Ascot stand included dual-point and single-point instantaneous 
heaters. Tropical fish were shown in a gas heated, thermostati- 
cally controlled aquarium, and a feature of the stand was a gas- 
operated wireless set. Cooking and washing demonstrations were 
given, films were shown, and there were numerous competitions. 


Successful Demonstration at Lowestoft 


A very successful series of demonstrations has just been held 
by the Lowestoft Water and Gas Company, in conjunction with 
Radiation Ltd. The series were entitled “Beauty Comes from 
Within,” Miss M. E, Taylor, of the Radiation Research Kitchen, 
demonstrating on ‘“ New World” cookers and at the same time 
giving hints on diet, beauty culture, and meal planning for child- 
ren. The demonstrations were well attended throughout the 
week; in fact, the “ House Full” notice had to be displayed at 
the last session. 

A cake-baking competition was also held, for which there 
were many entries. Cash prizes were given and also Cooking 
Timers, while a “Mr. Therm” pastry cutter was presented to 
each entrant. 

The prizes were distributed by Mrs. T. V. Johns, wife of the 
Managing Director and Engineer. Mrs. Johns remarked upon the 
splendid number of entries and of the high standard of the cakes. 
After the prize-giving, the audience were asked to bring forward 
any suggestions they had for future demonstrations. Mr. T. V. 
Johns concluded by expressing the appreciation of his Company 
for Miss Taylor’s interesting and very helpful demonstrations. It 
is very gratifying to note the increasing popularity of these demon- 
strations. 


A Correction 


In our report of the discussion on Mr. R. J. Rogers’ B.C.G.A. 
Conference Paper (May 3. page 336), Mr. Charles Bateman, of 
Harrogate, was made to refer to “a quarterly standing charge of 
13d.” This should, of course. have read 13s, 


At a Meeting of the Margate Town Council on May 9. 
Councillor Vanner protested at the action of the Council in 
accepting a lighting tender of the local electricity undertaking 
(£28 7s. per annum) instead of a lower one submitted by the Isle of 
Thanet Gas Light and Coke Company (£27 12s. per annum), 
He said that if the Council did not intend accepting quotations 
from Gas Companies they should not waste their time by asking 
for tenders. It was “explained” that the road in question joined 
two others which were already lit by electricity. 


The 1939 Hotel, Restaurant, and Catering Exhibition, third 
of this series of biennial exhibitions, will be held at Earl’s Court 
from Noy. 23 to Dec. 1. Organized by Trade and Technical Ex- 
hibitions, Ltd., it is again assured the support of all the national 
associations connected with the widespread hotel and catering 
industry. Every branch and sectional interest in these allied 
trades will be represented at the exhibition by their appropriate 
trade organizations. Cooking apparatus and food preparation 
machines will be seen in great variety; and the last word 
in the utilization of coke and gas for cooking and _ heat- 
ing purposes will be seen in the exhibits and demonstra- 
tions of manufacturing firms of national reputation. An impor- 
tant section of the exhibition will be devoted to gas services ap- 
pliances and equipment, in the centre of which the British Gas 
Federation will provide an information bureau. 


Parkinson & Cowan, Ltd., Results 


After again making provision for the payment of a dividend on 
the ordinary shares of 3% for the year ended Dec. 31, 
1938, and the transfer to Reserve Account of £10,000, the 
accounts of Parkinson & Cowan, Ltd., show that there will re- 
main to be carried foward a balance of £30,959, which compares 
with the sum of £20,688 brought in. The sum transferred to 
Reserve Account in 1937 was £13,085. The net profit for the 
year 1938 amounted to £61,041, as against £60,820 for the previous 
twelve months. This is after making provision for debenture 
stock redemption (£3,780), debenture interest, taxation and de- 
preciation on buildings, &c. The conversion of the Company's 
First Charge- Debenture Stock from a 6% to a 44% basis was 
approved by the debenture stockholders in September last. A 
summary of assets «und liabilities of Subsidiary Companies at 
Dec. 31, 1938, accompanies the Directors’ report, and this shows 
Surplus Profits, carried forward, at £70,231, as compared with 
£65,871 a year ago. The meeting is to be held on Thursday, 
May 25. 


In the midst of their busy life, starring in the London Hippodrome 

Revue “Black and Blue,’’ Miss Frances Day and Mr. Vic Oliver 

found time to visit the Ideal Home Exhibition, where the camera 

caught them examining an example of the latest type of gas cooker 
on the standZof Cannon Iron Foundries, Ltd. 
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Tune In To Mr. Therm 


L 2g ‘ TUE TO) 
‘ MA. THERM , 





Our readers may recall our reference to this ingenious display 
in our description of the Gas Light and Coke Company’s Stand 
at the Ideal Home Exhibition. The public are asked to tune in to 
Mr. Therm, and with a turn of the ‘* Regulo,’’ Mr. Therm’s baton 
acts as a magic wand. The surround shows pictures in full colour 
of attractive foods, and the pointer moves to appropriate 
“Regulo ’’ numbers for each item. This display, which was 
designed by the Gas Light and Coke Company in conjunction with 
Radiation Ltd., is extremely novel and attractive. 





Cookery Demonstrations at 
Chesterfield 


A series of gas cookery lectures and an exhibition of gas appli- 
ances was held at the Gas Service Department, Knifesmith 
Gate, Chesterfield, from Monday, May 1, to Friday, May 5, in- 
clusive. 

At the opening on May 1 Alderman George Clark presided and 
was supported by Alderman and Mrs. A. W. Swale, Mr. H. Davies 
(Gas Engineer and Manager), and Mr. E. Longbottom (Sales 
Manager). ; 

Mrs. Swale spoke of the many advantages of gas in domestic 
life, and the great advance made in the different appliances dur- 
ing the past few years. In opening the series of lectures, she 
hoped that they would be a great success. ba 

Alderman Clark said that the Gas Department was doing its 
utmost to bring before the public the best appliances. He empha- 
sized the great advantages gas had to offer. Mr. Davies said 
that many of the appliances on view had first been shown at the 
B.IL.F. this year. Alderman Swale also spoke. 

Miss M. Harris, of Messrs. Flavel & Co., Ltd., who was to have 
been the lecturer during the week, was taken ill on Tuesday, and 
Miss K. M. Marsh, Resident Demonstrator at the showrooms, 
took over the duties in admirable fashion. 

The theme of the cookery lectures was “Food from: All 
Nations.” Monday was devoted to American and Australian 
dishes; Tuesday to French, Japanese, and Chinese; Wednesday 
to Dutch and Russian; Thursday to Scottish and English; and 
Friday to Welsh and Italian. 





A Hole in One 


Members of Committee of the North British Golf Circle were 
playing over the Queen’s Course at Gleneagles last Saturday. Mr. 
James Brock and Mr. Arthur Cuthbert had just left the green of 
the 15th (240 yards) when Mr. Harry Aitken, who is Captain of 
the Circle, drove and holed in one. Mr. David Fulton, his part- 
ner, reports that it was a full-blooded drive; we assume, there- 
fore, that Mr. Aitken was hitting into a stiffish wind at the hole 
in question. Be that as it may, the feat was celebrated in the 
time-honoured manner, and the play duly deteriorated on the 
second day of the Committee’s outing. 
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Illuminating Engineering Society 
Annual General Meeting 


The annual general meeting of the Illuminating Engineering 
Society was held, by permission of the Council of the Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers, in the Hall of the Institution, Storey’s 
Gate, St. James’s Park, S.W.1, on May 9, when the Chair was 
taken by the President, Mr. Percy Good. 

In the report of the Council for the session, October, 1938, to 
May, 1939, it was stated that Mr. F. C. Smith, of the Gas Light 
and Coke Company, would become President for the next session, 
the two other Vice-Presidents, Mr. W. J. Jones and Colonel C. H. 
Silvester Evans, continuing in office. It was also reported that a 
new section devoted to commercial lighting was formed during the 
past session, so that there were now five such sections in opera- 
tion. The meetings of these special sections had served their 
purpose well, both in meeting the needs of members mainly inter- 
ested in some special branch of lighting and in arousing the in- 
terest of those outside the ranks of the Society. There had been 
gratifying evidence of increased activity on behalf of the local 
centres. The new-formed Midland Centre, for example, had had 
a very successful first session and had now over eighty members. 

Substantial additions to membership had accrued during the 
session. The total for all classes at the moment was over 950, 
a gain of approximately 150 during the year. The provision of 
a much needed “hallmark” by which the expert illuminating 
engineer could be identified was a feature of the report. The 
initiation by the City and Guilds of London Institute of exami- 
nations in illuminating engineering had drawn attention to the 
admitted need of some form of special grade of membership. A 
scheme will be brought before members as soon as the necessary 
changes in the Articles and by-laws had been explored and the 
legal position clarified, This scheme would make it possible for 
those members who desired recognition of their technical qualifi- 
cations to apply for a special distinction, such as the title of 
“ Fellow,” which would carry with it the right to use the letters 
“F.LE.S.” This distinction would be conferred only on corporate 
members who were able to satisfy certain conditions. 

The report and accounts were unanimously adopted. The Im- 
mediate Past-President, Dr. S. English, then took the chair while 
Mr. Percy Good delivered his Presidential Address. As was to be 
expected, Mr. Good, who is of the British Standards Institution, 
dealt with standards for lighting and lighting fittings, recalling 
that the Gas Industry was the pioneer in this direction since it was 
the late Dr. C. C. Carpenter who introduced the standardized 
burner many years ago. Mr. Good referred in the course of his 
address to his recent journey to Australia, New Zealand, the 
United States, and Canada, and showed some striking lantern 
slides of illumination installations in Australia. He was thanked 
on the proposition of Dr. English. 


Gas Kitchen for Holiday Home 


— 





The Mary MacArthur Holiday Home for Working Women 

at Stanstead, Essex, was opened last month by Her Majesty 

Queen Mary. We reproduce above a view of the up-to-date 

kitchen, showing some of the Radiation gas catering equip- 

ment installed by the Bishop’s Stortford, Epping, and District 
Gas Company. 
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National Gas Council 
Meeting of Central Executive Board 


A meeting of the Central Executive Board of the National Gas 
Council was held at the May Fair Hotel, Berkeley Square, London, 
W.1, on Tuesday, May 9. In the absence of Sir David Milne- 
Watson, who was attending an Enquiry by a Select Committee of 
the House of Lords, the Chair was taken by Mr. WILLIAM Cash, 
F.C.A., J.P. (Vice-Chairman), 

Nomination of Candidate for the Office of President.—Sir 
David Milne-Watson was unanimously nominated President for 
the ensuing year, in accordance with Rule 4 of the Constitution, 
for recommendation to the Annual General Meeting to be held 
later that day. 

List of Members Appointed to the Central Executive Board.— 
A list of the members appointed to serve on the Central Executive 
Board was submitted. 

Appointment of Hon. Secretary.—It was agreed to nominate 
Mr. W. W. Townsend for appointment by the Annual General 
Meeting that afternoon as Joint Hon. Secretary with Sir Francis 
Goodenough. 

Annual Report and Accounts.—The Annual Report and Ac- 
counts for the twelve months ended March 31, 1939, were 
approved, as circulated, for submission to the Annual General 
Meeting. 

Civil Defence Bill.—Reference was made to the Civil Defence 
Bill introduced by the Government, one part of which was de- 
voted exclusively to Public Utility Undertakers. It was stated 
that various matters arising from the Bill had been considered by 


the Air Raid Precautions Committee of the Council, and subse- 
quently discussed with the Home Office. The Officials had de- 
clared themselves willing to meet many of these points, and the 
appropriate amendments had now been tabled. 

Holding Companies.—It was reported that a motion by Lord 
Onslow with regard to Gas, Electricity, and Water Holding Com- 
panies had been moved and accepted in the House of Lords on 
March 14, and that a Committee of Peers had been set up under 
the Chairmanship of Lord Sankey. The first meeting of the 
Committee was being held that day, and it was understood that 
they proposed to sit each following day until the Enquiry was 
completed. 

Rating.—It was recalled that the case of the Isle of Thane' 
Gas Company had been selected by the Conjoint Conference of 
Public Utility Associations for the purpose of testing the validity 
of proposals made in respect of Public Utility Undertakings in 
the County of Kent by the County Valuation Committee. These 
proposals were of a vague character and gave no particulars as 
to the nature of the amendment which the County Valuation 
Committee proposed, but merely stated that the existing assessment 
was unfair, 

It was satisfactory to be able to report that the contention of 
the Conjoint Conference that the proposals were contrary to the 
Rating and Valuation Act, 1925, had been upheld by the Divi- 
sional Court, who awarded costs against the County Valuation 
Committee. 


Midland Juniors Entertained at Coventry 


This photograph was taken at a luncheon on Saturday, 
May 6, on the occasion of a visit by the Midland Junior Gas 
Association, under the presidency of Mr. A. W. Attwood (Coven- 
try), to the works of Messrs. George Wilson (Gas Meters), Ltd. 

The gathering included 50 members of the Association, together 
with Alderman G. E. Hodkinson, Chairman of the Gas Commit- 
tee, Councillor J. Thompson, Vice-Chairman, and Mr. P. N. Lang- 
ford, the City Gas Engineer and Manager. 

The party was conducted round the Works in groups and keen 
interest was shown in the efforts made both in manufacture and 
testing to ensure the registration of small quantities; the com- 
pensating valve for slot meters; and the gear cutting section, 
where it was seen that all gears are hobbed. It was noted that 
the Works are almost self-contained and nearly all brass parts 
turned on the capstans and automatics from the solid rod. 

In the tinshop great interest was created in the care taken by 
tying, dressing, and testing of the leathers, as well as the special 
methods of grinding and buffing the gas -valves. 

The Research Department was a great source of interest and the 
party were also conducted through an associated Company, 
Messrs. W. Dickins & Co., where almost every class of leather 
goods both for the motor and Gas Industry were shown in pro- 
duction. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. R. G. White, the Chief Weights 
and Measure Inspector, the party were also able to visit the 
Official Testing Station, where much trouble was taken to ensure 
that the party thoroughly understood the meticulous care taken 
that the meter fulfilled all requirements before being officially 
stamped. 

The party assembled in the Works Canteen for lunch, before 
leaving to continue their afternoon at the Foleshill Gas-Works. 


At the conclusion of lunch the PRESIDENT extended the thanks of 
the Association to the firm. Alderman HopkKINSON seconded the 
vote of thanks, to which Mr. J. H. WILSON briefly responded. 

The members were received on their arrival at the Foleshill 
Gas-Works of the Coventry Corporation by the Engineer and 
General Manager, Mr. P. N. Langford, and the Deputy-Engineer 
and Manager, Mr. C. F. Tooby, and were conducted round the 
Works in small parties. 

The tour of inspection included the waterless gasholder, the 
new extension to the carbonizing plant, which has recently been 
completed, and auxiliary plant in the course of construction for 
A.R.P. purposes. The new plant comprises a 24 million cu.ft. 
per day Glover West vertical retort installation, washing and 
scrubbing plant, and a new range of purifiers with oxide shed. 

At the conclusion of the inspection the company were enter- 
tained to tea at the invitation of the Gas Committee, and a vote 
of thanks was proposed by Mr. W. H. Sires, the senior Vice- 
President, and seconded by Mr. F. T. BENGOUGH, both expressing 
their admiration on the general condition of the works and ar- 
rangement of the new plant. 

The Vice-Chairman of the Gas Committee, Mr. Councillor J. 
THOMPSON, replied to the vote of thanks and said how pleased the 
Gas Committee were to receive this Association and to hear the 
tributes paid to the efficiency of the works and the staff. Mr. 
LANGFORD also briefly replied, and stated that he and his Com- 
mittee were always willing to encourage the work of the Associa- 
tion which had paid several visits to the Foleshill Works in the 
past. 

The PRESIDENT wound up a most interesting and enjoyable day 
by thanking the members of the Coventry Gas Department Staff 
for their help during his term of office. 
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New Holder and Purification Plant 
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On May 11, the Rt. Hon. the Lord Aberconway cut with a gold knife a cord thus 

admitting an assembled company, which included many noted in the public life of 

Rotherham and district and in the Gas Industry, to inspect the new waterless 

gasholder and purification plant rendered essential by the continued expansion of 

the business of the Rotherham Corporation Gas Department under the able direction 
of Mr. W. H. T. Johns, Engineer and General Manager. 


OTHERHAM'S first gas-works were erected in 1833. In an 

old directory it is stated: ‘“ The gas-works near the Bridge 

were erected in 1833 by a company of proprietors with a 

capital of £5,000 raised in £25 shares. The works were constructed 

under the skilful direction of Mr. Colquhoun, of Sheffield, 

and the town was first illuminated with their brilliant vapour on 

November 15th, 1833. At the works there are 12 retorts and a 
gasometer of 130,460 cubic feet.” 

The Company ‘obtained powers in 1855 to increase their capital 
by £20,000, and this had grown to £27,500 when the concern was 
purchased for the town by the Rotherham Board of Health in 
1870, under a provision of the Rotherham Gas Light Act of 1855. 

Gas was first produced in horizontal hand-charged single re- 
torts and later in “ through ” horizontal retorts. The Works were 
enlarged in 1898 by the installation of inclined retorts. 

There are in, the Rotherham district several coke ovens, and in 
1918 Rotherham secured Parliamentary powers to purchase and 
distribute coke oven gas. Aj start was made in this important in- 
dustrial development immediately, and in the year 1918-1919 a 
total of 25 million cu.ft. of gas was obtained in this way. In 1928 
it was decided, in view of the fact that unlimited quantities of gas 
were available in the neighbourhood, that, rather than incur ex- 
penditure on renewals and extension, the manufacture of gas at 
the Works should be abolished. The gas making plant was, there 
fore, shut down in 1928. 

In this work of using coke oven gas, Rotherham has played an 
important part in the fuel conservation of the country, and in 
supplying a cheap clean fuel the Department has helped to clear 
the town of heavy industrial smoke, thus making Rotherham a 
cleaner brighter place. 

It should be realized, however, that should an emergency arise 
Rotherham can still produce its own gas, for there exists an emer- 
gency plant which can be brought into operation immediately it 
is needed. 

Some idea of the enormous development of the Undertaking 
since 1928 may be gathered from the fact that in that year the 
quantity of coke oven gas purchased was 404 million cu.ft.; for 
1938 it reached a total of 1,822 million cu.ft. 

To cope with the ever-increasing demand four gas, suitable en- 
largements of distribution mains have taken place from time to 
time, and another development has been the laying of pressure 
feeder mains. Until the building of the new plant there was for 
a winter output of 6 million cu.ft. per, day a holder capacity of 
approximately 2 million cu.ft., and half the purifying plant, of 
the waterlute type, was 60 years old and was not adaptable to 
present day conditions. 

Because of these drawbacks it was decided to embark on the 
provision of the new plant. This has been erected on the Car 
House site, to which the whole Gas-Works will eventually be trans- 
ferred. It consists of an M.A.N, waterless holder with a capacity 
of 2 million cu.ft. and a purifying plant to deal) with 74 million 


cu.ft. of gas per day. This purifying plant is also capable of 
extension to be able to deal with 10 million cu.ft. of gas a day. 
Both the holder and purifying plant were erected by Messrs. R. & 
J. Dempster, Ltd., of Manchester. 

The Car House site contains further two boiler houses. a meter 
and air blower house, and a valve house, adjacent to which is 
provision for a proposed booster house. 


The New Holder. 


Before the new holder was erected the question of additional 
storage had for some little time occupied the attention of the 
Gas Committee, who appreciated that, due mainly to the abnormal 
increase in consumption, some further provision would have to be 
made. 

Visits of inspection were made to various gas-works and it was 
eventually decided to install the waterless type of holder. 

As the site for the holder was on made-up ground, piling was 
necessary whatever type of holder was built, and this fact weighed 
heavily in favour of the waterless type because fewer piles were 
required, A large cost was thus saved in the construction of the 
foundations. After the necessary piling had been completed, the 
foundations for the holder were carried out by the staff of the 
Rotherham Borough Engineer’s Department. It is 20-sided and 
has a diameter of 123 ft. 9 in. From the ground to the eaves the 
shell is 191 ft. 3 in. high, and the height from the ground to the 
top of the ventilator is 204 ft. 


Purifying Plant. 


The purifying plant has been erected at the opposite end of the 
site to the holder. For some time dry purification had been a 
source of great difficulty to the Corporation Gas Department. Four 
years ago extensions were made in this direction on the site of 
the old Gas-Works, but it was felt that, owing to the condition 
of the older existing purifiers, further extensions were required. 
Another drawback was that the connexions and valves were also 
too small for present day requirements. 

Here also the foundations were carried out by the staff of the 
Borough Engineer’s Department after the requisite piling had been 
driven. The plant consists of six overhead purifiers, housed in a 
steel building, with oxide elevator and conveying plant. The puri- 
fiers, of cast-iron throughout, are each 50 ft. by 40 ft. by 6 ft. 
deep, and six steel covers are required for each purifier, A gas- 
heater is fixed to the inlet of each purifier, each of which is fitted 
with a steam trap. A thermometer is fixed to each inlet and 
outlet. Provision has been made for the delivery of air under 
pressure for revivification of the oxide in situ. 

There is also an oxide handling plant capable of delivering 30 
tons of oxide an hour, and a belt type conveyor is installed in 
the roof. This is designed to allow oxide to be delivered, at any 
point of the conveyor. 

The pipes and fittings and the Staveley flexible joints were 
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supplied by the Staveley Coal and Iron Company, Ltd., near 
Chesterfield. 


THE INAUGURATION CEREMONY. 


The inauguration ceremony was performed on May 11 by the 
Rt. Hon. the Lord ABERcoNway, C.B.E., who cut with a gold knife 
a cord stretched across a temporary erection gaily decked with 
flags and bunting, under which the large gathering of visitors filed 
to inspect the new plant. It was particularly fitting that Lord 
Aberconway should have performed this ceremony, for, as Alder- 
man RICHARD Kirk, Chairman of the Rotherham Gas Committee, 
painted out when he introduced His Lordship on this occasion, 
it was one of Lord Aberconway’s Companies’ that first supplied the 
Rotherham Gas Undertaking with coke oven gas as far back as 
1918. 

Following a tour of inspection the visitors were entertained 
at luncheon in the Town Hall, when the chair was taken by Alder- 
man KIRK. 

In proposing the toast of “ The Rt. Hon. the Lord Aberconway, 
C.B.E.,” His Worship the Mayor OF ROIHERHAM (Alderman A. 
Buxton) observed with satisfaction the excellent relations existing 





The M.A.N. Holder. 


between the Gas Department and the colliery companies of which 
Lord Aberconway was Chairman. These, he claimed, could be 
termed mutual, for they almost constituted a very close partner- 
ship. The Rotherham Corporation was among the first munici- 
palities to take an active interest in coke oven gas and to realize 
its value for industrial and domestic use. This early experiment 
proved successful not only to the colliery companies but to the 
users of gas coming within the ambit of the Corporation, The 
governing factor in those early days was the price at which the 
Corporation could be supplied by the companies, and that was 
still an important factor; it could be said, however, that any con- 
cessions in price they had obtained were always passed on to their 
consumers. 

The very favourable rates at which they obtained a supply of 
coke oven gas in those early days enabled the Gas Department to 
persuade many employers to change over from coal to gas for 
firing their furnaces. The figures of the Undertaking’s output 
to-day proved the success of that attempt. Furthermore, domestic 
consumers had been offered concessions of which, he was pleased 
to say, full advantage was being taken. The use of gas in Rother- 
ham was expanding almost daily and to ensure the continuance of 
that expansion and the future success of the Gas Department there 
had to be co-operation between the undertaking and producers of 
coke oven gas to ensure that the price of the commodity was 
maintained at an attractive level. 

In conclusion, His Worship spoke of the very close relationships 
between Lord Aberconway and Rotherham, due to His Lordship’s 
many industrial interests in and around the town. He hoped those 
good relationships, which had always existed between the Corpora- 
tion and the many companies with which His Lordship was asso- 
ciated, would continue. 


Great New Works. 


Lord ABERCONWAY replied by thanking the Mayor for his most 
kindly references and those present for the cordial way in which 
they had received them. He valued it as both a high privilege 
and an honour to inaugurate those great new works, on which he 
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congratulated the Corporation, members of the Gas Committee, 
and the Gas Engineer, and also the people of Rotherham, who 
had such able representatives and officials to conceive and carr) 
out that work. In 1919 the quantity of coke oven gas purchased 
was in the region of 25 million cu.ft., but by 1928 the quantity 
had risen to 404 million cu.ft. In 1938 the quantity bought wa’ 
more than seventy times that purchased in 1918, reaching the 
tremendous figure of 1,822 million cu.ft. 

It was difficult, perhaps, to realize what 1,822 million cu.ft. 
a year meant, but if they reflected that the great new gasholder 
when filled held something under twelve hours’ supply at the 
normal rate, it would help one to grasp the significance of those 
figures. He considered the holder would stand as a monument 
to the enterprise of Rotherham. They had also inspected the 
purification plant, which, like the holder, represented the last word 
in scientific engineering. 

He was in the awkward (awkward for gas undertakings!) posi- 
tion of being both a seller and buyer of gas, and, therefore, he 
knew the price at which the gas was bought as well as the charges 
made when it was sold! But he could say that the Rotherham 
Corporation made no undue profit on the gas they sold. They 
had a capital of a quarter of a million pounds on which they 
had to pay interest and repay loans and at the same time give to 
the consumer the advantage of the extremely low price at which 
they could buy their gas. They advertised this as the cheapest 
gas in the country and that was a very proud claim for Rotherham. 
He was indeed proud to be associated with that Rotherham enter- 
prise as one of the suppliers of their crude material because he 
recognized the magnitude of the Corporation’s work and the cheap- 
ness with which they supplied their consumers. In conclusion he 
thanked them for the delightful present of the gold knife with 
which he performed the opening ceremony. 

“The Chairman ” was in the hands of Mr. C. Dempster, Chair- 
man of Messrs. R. & J. Dempster, Ltd., who referred to his having 
known Alderman Kirk for many years, and in all sincericy he 
would ask them to drink his health. He recalled that forty years 
ago his firm erected at Rotherham what was then the largest spiral- 
guided gasholder of its time and to-day the Corporation had gone 
ahead to have the last word in waterless gasholder construction. 
He then had much pleasure in presenting to Alderman Kirk a 
silver salver bearing the inscription: “ Presented to Alderman 
Richard Kirk, Chairman of the Rotherham Gas Committee, on 
the inauguration of the M.A.N. Waterless Gasholder and Purifica- 
tion Plant at Car House. May 11, 1939.” 

Thanking Mr, Dempster for the very beautiful presentation, 
Alderman Kirk said that both his wife and he would greatly 
treasure it. He was very gratified to see so many gas engi- 
neers present, many of whose faces were familiar. He was par- 
ticularly pleased to see Mr. T. R. Cook and Mr. J. P. Haynes, 
two former Rotherham Gas Engineers, to whose work for the Gas 
Department he referred in glowing terms. Messrs. R. & J. Demp- 
ster, the contractors for the work, deserved the thanks of the 
Corporation for the way. in which that work had been carried 





At the new works.—Lord Aberconway (centre) supported (from 

left to right) by Alderman E. Cruikshanks, the Mayor (Alderman 

A. Buxton), Alderman R. Kirk (Chairman of the Gas Committee), 
and Mr. W. H. T. Johns (Engineer and General Manager). 


out. The waterless holder had now been at work for over twelve 
months and had given every satisfaction. Its design and workman- 
ship were first-class and he thought it must be a pleasure for Mr. 
Dempster to learn: that there had not been a single complaint to 
make regarding its working efficiency. 

With regard to the Car House site, which the Corporation had 
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purchased in 1935, it was of interest! to note that for some years 
previously it had been used as a rubbish dump and had been 
tipped to a depth of 15 ft. Piling was therefore necessary, and 
this was carried out by the Franki Compressed Piling Company. 
When Mr. Johns submitted his report stressing the need of these 
new works it was thought by some that it might be necessary to 
secure the services of a consulting engineer, “ But,’ added Mr. 
Kirk amid applause, “1 placed every confidence in Mr. Johns and 
submitted to my Committee that Mr. Johns should proceed with 
his job, and you will agree that he has done so in a very able 
manner.” The new Works had been necessitated by the expansion 
of the Gas Department’s activities, and for that they owed a great 
measure of thanks to Mr. Haynes for his suggestion that they 
introduce a two-part tariff. This they acted upon in September, 
1932. In conclusion, Alderman Kirk expressed strong disapproval 
of the practice of assigning profits from municipally-owned gas 
undertakings to the relief of rates. If it had not been for this 
practice at Rotherham they would have been able to pay for their 
new works from their reserves. 


“The Guests.” 


“The Guests” was honoured on the call of Alderman E. 
Cruikshanks, J.P., who referred in appreciative terms to the 
presence of Mr. Robert Robertson, President of The Institution 
of Gas Engineers. His presence had given a national touch to 
their inauguration ceremony. He was delighted that Mr. Dempster 
was there because he was aware of the services Mr. Dempster’s 
firm had rendered to the Gas Industry. Mr. Halkett, by his 
presence, proved, what they already knew, that he had a wider 
interest in the Gas Industry than the development of his own 
Undertaking, He also extended his welcome to Mr. Cook and 
Mr. Haynes; he was Chairman of the Gas Committee when Mr. 
Cook arrived and at that time the Gas Undertaking was in a very 
parlous condition. But Mr. Cook had done a marvellous job of 
work, and, with Mr. Haynes following him, laid the foundation 
for the real progress and development which was now so evident. 
He concluded by saying that he was in the happy position that 
day of saying “ Thank you” to these gentlemen for the work 
they had done at Rotherham and of wishing them good luck in 
their new spheres. 

Responding, Mr. ROBERTSON said it was a very great honour 
and privilege to be permitted to reply on behalf of the guests to 
the toast. He would thank the Rotherham Gas Committee for 
their kindness and hospitality. 

They had been privileged to witness the inauguration of a new 
gasholder and a new set of purifiers, which if not so spectacular 
as the launching of a liner were just as interesting and romantic. 
Some of them had inspected the new plant with professional 
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interest, not unmingled with envy, and would congratulate the Gas 
Committee and the Corporation. He did not know what they 
paid for them, but was sure they were well worth it, for the name 
of Dempster was a guarantee of good workmanship of which there 
were examples all over the world. If he might he would like to 
congratulate them on having added these further examples of their 
first-class design and workmanship, and the Rotherham Corpora- 
tion Engineer and Manager for having arranged everything so well. 
Other guests might not have been stirred by feelings of professional 
interest or envy, but they too were interested as the potential users 
of the gas to be purified and stored in the apparatus. 

There were few operations they performed into which gas did 
not enter at some stage or another, from the time they drank 
their early morning cup of tea until they retired in the warm 
glow of the bedroom fire. ‘To say there are 1,001 users of gas 
is no mere figure of speech,” said Mr. Robertson, “ but a veritable 
fact of daily and hourly experience, and I cannot imagine anyone, 
unless he be a nudist or a vegetarian, who is not a living testimony 
to that fact.” 


While thanking the Gas Committee for the privilege of being 
present, they would like to congratulate them on the circumstances 
that made the installation of the new plant necessary. The pro- 
gress of the Rotherham Undertaking had been very wonderful, and 
the story which the Chairman had told them must have been very 
gratifying to all connected with the undertaking and in providing 
not only for immediate present equipment but for a future ex- 
pansion they were showing a commendable degree of foresight 
and confidence which they believed would be more than justified. 


The responsibilities of a Local Authority were to-day verv 
great and varied. The standard of living was continually increas- 
ing. First in importance, perhaps, came housing and the pro- 
vision required for heating and ventilation, hot water, and the 
cooking and preserving of food. For all these public services gas 
was Public Servant No. 1. But after all the money had to be 
found for public services, whether trading or non-trading, whether 
in the form of rates or direct charges, and a flourishing industry 
was required to provide this. He was glad to know that the in- 
dustries of Rotherham were enjoying a period of prosperity, and 
to this the Gas Undertaking was contributing by providing a 
supply of heat energy at a very low cost and in a form which was 
at once convenient and easy to control and above reproach in 
respect of contributing towards the reduction of the smoke nuis- 
ance, which was too often the bane of industrial towns. He 
would also like to congratulate the Corporation and the Gas Com- 
mittee on their enlightened policy of using coke oven gas, thus 
contributing to the conservation of the coal supplies and in the 
giving of an excellent example of how the coal and gas interests 
might be linked up. 


Alleged Maladministration at Southport 


The hearing was resumed on May 6 at the Southport Police 
Court of summonses against Mr. J. H. Clegg, the Southport Cor- 
poration Gas Engineer, and Mr. W. E. Plevin, the Deputy-Engi- 
neer, alleging conspiracy at the gas-works in illegal practices in the 
administration of the Gas Undertaking. Reports of previous 
hearings were published in the “ JouRNAL” for March 1, 15, 22, 
and 29, April 5, 19, and 26, and May 10. 

Harold Houghton, senior clerk at Crowlands, was cross-ex- 
amined by Mr. Crichton (for Plevin). 

Mr. Crichton: From your experience, working at Crowlands 
every day in the office, would you say that Mr. Plevin through- 
out the period he was employed there showed every indication 
that he was anxious to remedy any defects which may have 
existed, and to bring about generally a more efficient system of 
working at Crowlands?—Yes. 

Mr. Blackledge (for Clegg) read to witness a note sent by Mr. 
Clegg to Mr. Plevin, dated Dec. 10, 1937, in which he said the 
test book received by him that week had not been previously 
submitted to him since July. “It must be sent down once per 
month,” the note added. Mr. Blackledge suggested that it was 
Obvious the book was not sent regularly to Mr. Clegg. 

On May 8 Miss Hilton, Clegg’s secretary, was cross-examined 
by Mr. Blackledge. 

Counsel: Dealing with your personal experience of Mr. Clegg, 
While you have been in. Mr. Clegg’s office, have you ever heard 
any suspicion that there was a special holder being used?—No. 

You have never heard Mr. Clegg discuss it with anyone else, or 
anyone else mention it to Mr. Clegg?—No, never. 

Miss Hilton added that she had never heard Mr. Clegg suggest 
to anybody any deception or concealment whatever. 

Councillor Greaves, recalled, in answer to Mr. Blackledge, said 
he remembered an occasion in 1937 when Clegg told the Gas 





Committee he wanted new purifiers and also some space to put 
new purifiers in. The Highways Committee, to whom the new 
ground belonged, were loath to part with it, and it was not until 
in or after February, 1938, that the Highways Committee con- 
sented, to part with the new ground. 

Mr. Blackledge: So that through no fault of his own, Mr. 
Clegg was unable to get the new ground for the purifiers until 
after these troubles arose?—I don’t know what application he 
made to the Highways Committee. 

Councillor Greaves added that the Chairman and Vice-Chair- 
man of the Gas Committee were appointed a sub-committee to 
deal with the matter, and he therefore did not know what appli- 
cation had been made to the Highways Committee. 

On May 9 P. H. Christian, Gas Distribution Superintendent, 
gave evidence. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Blackledge, witness said that before 
Clegg came his department in the undertaking was in such a con- 
dition that he was having difficulty in carrying out his job 
properly. 

Witness, in further answer, said when Mr. Clegg came in 1934, 
he occasionally went to Crowlands with him, and came into con- 
tact with the staff in the course of his duties. 

Mr. Blackledge: When Mr. Clegg set about the staff, was the 
advent of the new broom popular?—I should say it was decidedly 
unpopular. 

Before Mr. Clegg came the motto of the works was “It'll do”? 
: had been a policy of “ patching ”?—It had been an attitude of 
axity. 

I suppose that was one of the reasons why they did not like a 
new broom?—I can only assume that it was. 

When you took complaints to Mr. Clegg, so far as you were 
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able to hear what he did, he took steps to get them rectified at 
the works?—Yes. 


Plant’s ‘‘ Deplorable State.” 


In further answer, witness said that after Mr. Clegg came to 
the best of his knowledge, based on his own observations, Mr. 
Clegg did a great deal to improve the works. He agreed that 
before Mr. Clegg came the plant at the works was in a deplorable 
state. In addition to his administration work in the office and the 
improvements he made at the works, Mr. Clegg had reorganized 
and improved the distribution system, mains, &c., showroom 
sales, street lighting, indoor work for customers, such as main- 
tenance, store keeping, meter collection and inspection, and hire 
purchase. [n addition, there was reorganization at the general 
office. 

Mr. Blackledge: The new broom was trying to sweep clean in 
all departments as far as you could see? In your department 
a great deal of it was done on your suggestion?—Yes. 

So far as your knowledge goes it is fair to say Mr. Clegg was 
a new broom who was decidedly doing his best to sweep clean? 
—Yes. 

Mr. A. B. Dawson, Borough Treasurer, gave evidence on 
May 10.  Cross-examined by Mr. Blackledge, he agreed that 
neither Clegg nor Plevin could have benefited a penny from any 
loss accrued to the gas consumers. 

Mr. Dawson agreed that any money that had been overcharged 
to the consumers in respect of calorific value had remained in the 
undertaking. This amount would go to swell the figure which 
would influence the local authority in deciding whether or not 
to reduce charges to the consumers. 

Under Clegg’s management, he proceeded, there had been in- 
creased profits at the Gas-Works. Of these increased profits, 80° 
was due to causes which had nothing to do with gas making, and, 
therefore, nothing to do with Crowlands. Of the remaining 20%, 
a fair proportion of that was due to a reduction in coal prices. 

Mr. Blackledge: Comments have been made by certain re- 
sponsible people that ratepayers have been defrauded. Is that 
true? 

Mr. Dawson: It is quite untrue to say that the ratepayers of 
Southport. as ratepayers, have been defrauded of £4,000. 

Mr. Dawson added that the figure of £4,000 did not represent 
a real financial loss to the gas consumers inasmuch as the money 
remained in the Gas Undertaking. 

Mr. Crichton, in his speech for Plevin, submitted there was no 
case to answer. 

He said that for ten years or more there had been no attempt 
to make and distribute gas at the declared calorific value. This 
fact, with its concomitant necessity for the deception of the Gas 
Examiner, was no new thing at Crowlands, but was known to all 
who worked there to have been the practice for many years. The 
staff was unqualified save in the most elementary matters of gas 
production. That staff was trained only in the methods of Crow- 
lands, steeped and hardened in deception and subterfuge, and 
resenting a new broom, eager, it may be, to bring about Plevin’s 
downfall were he not to bring himself to their methods. 

The chemists, with no training except at Crowlands, deliberately 
set themselves up against Plevin and blamed him for a series of 
conditions which existed as far as H.S was concerned. When 
Plevin came, in the face of all the difficulties, he received no 
sympathy from the chemists in his desire to put matters right. 

Plevin was not responsible for the conditions which existed 
before his coming to Crowlands. Was he criminally responsible 
for the continuance of those conditions? 

The chemists’ real reason for making the present matters public, 
Mr. Crichton alleged, was not public spiritedness. They saw their 
duties being tightened up by Plevin, who had come to set matters 
right, and their responsibility was being made very clear. A 
serious situation was undoubtedly existing in the fact that H.S was 
passing on to the town. Some day all this must have become 
known. Their worships might think that the chemists decided 
they must get their word in first. 

Mr. Blackledge. for Clegg, submitted that the prosecution had 
failed to show even a vestige of a prima facie case on the charges. 

At the worst in this case there was nothing more than a techni- 
cal infringement of the Act. Nobody could say there had been 
any defrauding or any real harm done to consumers in regard to 
calorific value. 

What was the situation before Mr. Clegg came to Southport? 
They knew now, from evidence that was cross-examined out of 
the witnesses, that there was laxness, inefficiency, and patchwork 
methods at the works. 

The staff and the works were both inefficient, and the staff were 
practised in deception. The special holder had been’ used since 
at least 1927. 

From the first moment Mr. Clegg came it was not his policy 
but the policy of the Finance Department of the Corporation that 
prevented the capital expenditure which would have resulted from 
the provision of those things which, if provided immediately, would 
have prevented the present matters from arising. 
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Mr. Clegg had provided not only new retorts and lots of other 
things, but purification plant costing £14,000 which had been 
ordered in 1937, and which had to be pressed through against a 
dispute with the Highways Committee, because it was only when 
extra ground was obtained from that Committee that there could 
be room at the gas-works for the new purifier plant. 

Would not Mr. Clegg, when he arrived in Southport, be lulled 
into a sense of security; what more likely by reason of the Gas 
Examiner’s reports? That Gas Examiner was a person of dis- 
tinction, a person upon whom Mr. Clegg was entitled to rely. 

The basic questions of the charge were not, ought he to have 
known of the conspiracy, but did not know of it during the period 
of the charge, and knowing it did he join it? He agreed if the 
prosecution had proved he joined a conspiracy already existing at 
a time after that conspiracy had commenced, that would be 
sufficient. 

“Ts there a scrap of evidence to that effect? ” he asked. 

Mr. Clegg did not know of the calorimeter deceptions, of the 
air trouble, of the special holder, of the dots in the purification 
book. 


Plevin’s Alleged Confession. 


Mr. Blackledge said he was aware that a document had been 
read to the Court which was a purported confession by Plevin, 
and which included a statement that in January, 1937, he told 
Clegg of the use of the special holder. Such a statement, as had 
been pointed out, was not evidence against Clegg, and to make it 
easier for the Bench to dismiss it utterly from their minds he 
would make two points about it. Plevin was present at the en- 
quiry and, so far as the evidence at present went, apparently there 
was a page which was deliberately omitted from his statement 
there, for some reasons which he gave, good or bad. And that 
page contained the reference to having told Clegg. They knew 
that it was not until three days before the summonses were issued 
in this case, summonses based on the evidence of four admitted 
accomplices who were not to be placed on trial, who had been 
allowed to become King’s evidence that Plevin made his statement 
to the police. Was not the inference obvious that that statement 
was being made at a time which was the last moment, the last 
hope, that Plevin could have that he might, by giving evidence 
against Clegg, join the ring of conspirators who were to save 
themselves at the expense of the Chief Engineer? 

Mr. Blackledge said the prosecution stated that Clegg kept send- 
ing out notes that he wanted the make of gas per ton of coal 
maintained, and that he wanted less coal used, and, therefore, 
knew that the calorific value must go down. That was only an 
inference. Was it not obvious that when he asked for more 
make per ton he was asking for more skill, more care, more con- 
sideration in-the handling of the coal and the gas that came from 
it. 

Mr. Blackledge submitted there was not a single thing Mr. 
Clegg had done that was not equally as capable of an innocent 
explanation as it was, hé said, of a guilty one. At the worst, 
there was nothing whatever against him more than suspicion. It 
was not suspicion, but proof, that was required before a man was 
committed for trial. 

Mr. Shawcross, replying for the prosecution, said that the case, 
when reduced to essentials, was an exceptionally simple case. 
There were only four points in it. In the first place, was gas 
regularly supplied to the town at materially under 470 B.Th.U.? 
Clearly it was. That was not in doubt. Secondly, if gas was 
supplied under 470 B.Th.U. was it so supplied to the knowledge 
of Plevin and Clegg? In his submission there really was no doubt 
that it was. There was evidence calling for an answer on that 
point. Thirdly, was the Gas Examiner deceived? Clearly, there 
could be no doubt about it. There was abundant evidence of 
that. Fourthly, was the Examiner deceived to the knowledge of 
Plevin and Clegg? It was not denied it was done to the know- 
ledge of Plevin, and their worships were only concerned with 
the question as to whether it was known to Clegg. In his sub- 
mission, it was an irresistible conclusion, from otherwise unex- 
plained and unexplainable circumstances, that Clegg knew also. 


Defendants Committed for Trial. 


On May 13, after a hearing which extended over 19 days, Clegg 
and Plevin were committed for trial at the next Manchester 
Assizes, which commence on July 4. 

When formally charged Clegg replied: “I am absolutely 
innocent and reserve my defence. I will give evidence and call 
witnesses at the Assizes.” 

Plevin said: “I plead not guilty and do not wish to give evi- 
dence or call witnesses at this stage.” 

Accused were each allowed bail in a personal surety of £100. 

Mr. Harold Brodrick (Chairman) said the Bench found that 
there was a case to answer from both defendants, and added “ We 
cannot in any way express an opinion regarding the defendants. 
We, however, hold strong opinions with regard to the action of 
other people connected with the Gas Undertaking, but our hands 
are tied and we cannot express our feelings, deep as they are.” 
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of Great Britain and Ireland 


The Twenty-First Annual General Meeting of the National 

Gas Council was held at Gas Industry House, |, Grosvenor 

Place, S.W. I, on Tuesday, May 9—Mr. WILLIAM CASH, 

J.P., F.C.A. (Vice-Chairman), presiding, in the absence of 

Sir David Milne-Watson, Bart., LL.D., D.L. (President of 
the Council). 
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Prior to the Annual Meeting the usual informal luncheon 
was held at the May Fair Hotel, at which Mr. WILLIAM CASH 
also presided. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


The Minutes of the Twentieth Annual General Meeting, 
as circulated to members, were confirmed and signed, after 
which the list of Members of the Central Executive Board 
appointed and nominated respectively by the District Execu- 
tive Boards and Associated Bodies was announced by the 
SECRETARY (Mr. W. J. Smith) as follows: 

Eastern District—B. Clarke (Stamford), R. G. Shadbolt 
(Boston), W. W. Townsend (Colchester), and J. H. Troughton 
(Newmarket). 

Irish District—Capt. Geo. Anderson (Queenstown), W. J. 
Grey (Alliance and Dublin), J. McNicholl (Cork), and J. D. 
Smith (Belfast). 

London District—R. W. Foot (Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany), F. H. Jones (Wandsworth), W. J. Sandeman (Croydon), 
and H. C. Smith (Tottenham). 

Manchester District—J. H. Cadman (Manchester), G. S. 
Frith (Runcorn), E. Parry (Oldham), and S. Tagg (Preston). 

Midland District-—C. M. D. Belton (Shrewsbury), R. J. Mil- 
bourne (Wellington, Salop, &c.), A. W. Smith (Birmingham), 
and C. H. Webb (Stourbridge). 

Northern District—C. Rhodes Armitage (British Gas Light, 
Hull), J. R. Bradshaw (Hartlepool), H. Lees (Hexham), and 
T. P. Ridley (Newcastle-upon-Tyne). 

Scottish District—G. Braidwood (Coatbridge), T. W. 
Harper (Ayr), J. Jamieson (Edinburgh), and H. G. Ritchie 
(Falkirk). 

Southern District—T. Carmichael (Portsmouth and Gos- 
port), Wm. Cash (Bournemouth), A. Valon (Bexhill-on-sea), 
and S. E. Whitehead (Southampton). 

South Wales District—Wm. Clark Jackson (Neath), W. H. 
Johns (Swansea), J. Prosser Jones (Rhymney and Aber), and 
H. D. Madden (Cardiff). 

South-Western District—W. E. Dean (Exmouth), S. E. 
Halliwell (Bristol), S. J. Ingram (Truro), and Col. R. L. Nor- 
rington, C.M.G. (Plymouth). 

Yorkshire (W.R.) District——H. E. Bloor (York), J. E. Lister 
Cooper (Yeadon), A. L. Jennings (Spenborough), and C. S. 
Shapley (Leeds). 

Representing the British Commercial Gas Association.— 
R. Halkett, S. Lacey, Sir David Milne-Watson, Bart., and A. 
M. Paddon. 

Representing the Gas Companies’ Protection_Association.— 
R. J. Auckland, F. G. Brewer, D. H. Helps, and Wm. Phillips. 

Representing The Institution of Gas Engineers——G. Dixon, 
R. Robertson, J. Terrace, and Sir Frederick J. West, C.B.E. 

Co-opted Membhers.—Col. W. M. Carr, O.B.E., T.D. (United 
Kingdom Gas Corporation, Ltd.), and E. V. Evans, O.B.E. 
(South Metropolitan Gas Company). 


THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH. 


The CHAIRMAN read the following speech prepared by the 
President : 

I beg to move the adoption of the Annual Report and 
Statement of Accounts for the year ended March 31, 1939. 

As a Council we have now attained our majority. A tem- 
porary organization was brought into being in 1916 chiefly 
for war-time purposes, but it was not till 1918 that the Con- 
Stitution and Rules, under which, with some modifications, 


we now live, move, and have our being, were drawn up and 
approved at a meeting of representatives of the Gas Industry 
in London. 


Having reached man’s estate, we can, I think, look back 
upon our period of childhood and adolescence with a con- 
siderable degree of pride and satisfaction. In those twenty- 
one years we have not only acquired great numerical 
strength, but a power and influence which has undoubtedly 
redounded to the benefit both of individual members and of 
the Gas Industry as a whole. Last year I reminded you that 
the Council represents 95% of the gas made in the British 
Isles, and being thus representative, we can speak to, and for, 
the Industry with a voice which is recognized as authoritative 
both by our members and by the world outside, upon all 
those matters which fall within our jurisdiction. 


The objects for which the Council was formed have, in so 
far as they were capable of final attainment, been attained. 
Most of them, however, are continuing in character, involving 
unceasing vigilance, devoted service, and constant renewal of 
effort, and the measure of success which we have reached in 
pursuing those aims constitutes a record of which we have 
reason to be proud, and provides an encouragement and in- 
centive to further endeavour. 


I could, indeed, have wished that we might be celebrating 
our twenty-first birthday at a time less reminiscent of that 
in which we came into being. Happily we have so far been 
spared the horror of another war, and it is our most earnest 
hope that such a catastrophe may be averted, but the inter- 
national situation is dark, and everywhere preparations are 
being made, and rightly made, for such an eventuality. 


As the Report before us shows, these preparations concern 
us as an Industry in a variety of ways. Not only is each 
undertaking called upon to fulfil the obligations placed upon 
employers of providing shelter for their employees in the 
event of air attack, but special obligations, with a view to 
securing continuity of gas supply in a similar contingency, 
are laid upon us. The latter obligations, necessitating the 
carrying out of work which in many cases would not other- 
wise have been necessary, involve heavy expenditure. Of 
that expenditure, in so far as it is approved by the Air Raid 
Precautions Department of the Home Office, 50% will, under 
the terms of the Civil Defence Bill now before Parliament, 
be borne by the Treasury. Such a contribution by the State 
towards the cost of executing work in the National interest 
cannot be described as erring on the generous side, more 
especially as the cost is estimated to reach some £1,500,000 
in the especially vulnerable areas alone, but, having regard 
to all the circumstances, the Central Executive Board, after 
making the fullest representation to the Department, felt that 
it was its patriotic duty to accept the proposed division with- 
out further demur. The Council, however, protested strongly 
against any subsequent diminution of the proposed grant 
which might be effected by regarding the sums received from 
the Treasury as part of the profits assessable to income-tax. 

It would obviously have been inequitable that the Govern- 
ment should give in a none too generous way with one hand, 
and take away with the other, and we are glad to have ob- 
tained an assurance from the Treasury that grants under the 
Act will not be regarded as forming part of the taxable income 
of a gas undertaking. 

In regard to the provision of shelter for employees, the 
Civil Defence Bill provides for a Treasury grant equal in 
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amount to the standard rate of income-tax upon expenditure 
of a capital nature incurred in providing such shelter. 

There have been consultations with the Department in re- 
gard to other aspects of the Bill, and, as a result, amendments 
nave been put down which it is hoped will be accepted by the 
Lord Privy Seal. These in the main are directed to securing 
that gas undertakings shall not be regarded as responsible for 
damage caused to gas mains by Local Authorities and private 
individuals when installing air raid shelters. 

In addition, the Report reminds us that in the event of war 
the country will look to us as they did in the Great War to 
produce commodities essential for military purposes. Benzole 
is the only substance mentioned specifically, and it is gratify- 
ing to know that the representations made by the Central 
Executive Board with a view to increasing production are 
being well received. But as we are all aware, benzole will 
not be the only substance required of us, and, remembering 
our record in the Great War, I am confident that the Industry 
will not be found wanting if the call for the maximum pro- 
duction of these things should come. 

The meetings, discussions, negotiations, planning, and 
action in regard to the various phases of National Defence 
affecting our interests have thrown a very large amount of 
abnormal work, not only upon the Central Executive Board 
and the Headquarters’ staff, but also upon the District Organ- 
izationsand uponindividual undertakings. Whileconcentrating 
our efforts upon these necessarily urgent matters, we have 
had to devote attention to other important questions. I refer 
in particular to the appointment of the Select Committee of 
the House of Lords to consider the enactments in regard to 
finance under which public utility undertakings operate. As 
the Report points out, the wording of the terms of reference 
suggests that Holding Companies will be the main subject of 
investigation. So far as properly constituted and well-run 
Gas Holding Companies are concerned, no anomalies or un- 
fairness which would justify such an investigation have, so 
far as | am aware, manifested themselves in practice. 


Mains and Cables in Highways. 


I would also mention the investigation by a Joint Select 
Committee of both Houses of Parliament of the question of 
Mains and Cables in Highways. This question has been a 
hardy-annual over a considerable period of time, but the 
preparation of the case for the Public Utilities and its pre- 
sentation to the Committee involved a great deal of extra 
work. Members of the Council will agree that, having re- 
gard to the long drawn out and sterile negotiations with the 
Highway Authorities, to the constantly recurring need of 
fighting for or against the insertion of protective clauses, and 
to the added complication that the Minister of Transport is 
now a Highway Authority in respect of Trunk Roads, it is 
most desirable that this question should be definitely settled. 

I had hoped that the Report of the Joint Select Committee 
would have been published before our meeting to-day, but it 
has not yet been issued. I understand, however, that we may 
expect its publication in the near future, and having regard 
to the nature of the case which we were able to make, and to 
the numerous favourable precedents which we were able to 
cite, including the West Yorkshire Gas Distribution Act, we 
have every reason to expect that if the Committee find it 
impossible to recommend that the status quo should be 
maintained, they will suggest an acceptable compromise. If 
changes have to be made, legislation will, of course, be neces- 
sary, and in view of the mass of legislation which is already 
before Parliament it is not likely that our Act of 1847 will 
receive attention for a long time to come. 

As in previous years the Coal question has also bulked 
largely in the Council’s work. With the passage of the Coal 
Act, 1938, it has, however, entered a new phase, and the 
Industry is in process of ascertaining the value, from its point 
of view, of the assurances of the Central Council of Coal- 
owners in regard to the operation of the Selling Schemes, and 
of the reconstituted Committees of Investigation, and of the 
Appellate Tribunal to which the findings of these Committees 
may be submitted. 

As the Report points out, of the three cases which have so 
far been brought before these Committees, two, in one of 
which there was an unsuccessful appeal, have been decided 
against the undertakings concerned, while in the third the 
complaint of the undertaking was sustained. Thus, while it 
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is still too early to pronounce any final decision as to the 
value of this safeguarding machinery, some comfort may be 
derived from the fact that one Committee has reached a 
favourable finding. 

I unde: stand, too, that those who were present at the hear- 
ing of the case submitted to the Appellate Tribunal, were 
much impressed by the extreme care and complete impartiality 
displayed by the Court. 

At best, however, neither the Committees nor the Appeal 
Tribunal can afford to consumers a satisfactory measure of 
protection against the unfair exercise of the selling monopoly 
which has been placed in the hands of the coalowners, and 
which, under the Coal Act, can be maintained for the next 
tive years. They have been superimposed, with limited powers 
upon a system which is fundamentally unsound both 
economically and socially, and it is to a change in the system 
that we must eventually look for fairer treatment. I do not 
wish to take up time by reiterating at length the charges 
which I have so often made against the system. Suffice it to 
say that as long as this coal selling monopoly remains—in 
contradistinction to other monopolies granted by Parliament 
—unregulated, so long will there be abuses, for it is in the 
nature of things that a system which involves the bolstering 
up of uneconomic pits at the expense of the consumer must 
be hurtful to the latter’s interests. 

As usual, the Report deals at some length with questions 
of Rating and Valuation, and you will have noted with satis- 
faction that the test case brought before the High Court to 
determine whether the vague proposals made by the Rating 
Authorities of the County of Kent were in accordance with 
the Rating and Valuation Act was decided in our favour. It 
was certainly never the intention of the Government that the 
extension of the quinquennial period, granted in order that 
alleged inequalities of assessment might be investigated by a 
Departmental Committee, should afford to Rating Authori- 
ties an opportunity of carrying out wholesale re-assessments 
of Public Utilities with the object of making them immedi- 
ately applicable. 

Possibly they may have been misled by the circular of the 
Ministry of Health which suggested that provisional lists 
should be compiled, but the judgment of the Lord Chief 
Justice in the Isle of Thanet Gas Company’s case, though it 
applies only to the particular circumstances, should make it 
clear that attempts made elsewhere to infringe the spirit of 
the Rating and Valuation Act will not be successful. For as 
the Report points out the judgment indicates clearly that a 
Rating Authority should not make vague and indefinite pro- 
posals designed primarily to extract information, but should 
in the first place ascertain that a prima facie case exists for a 
revision of the assessment. 

Elsewhere in the Report mention is made of another Rating 
item—the London Rating (Sites Values) Bill—and it is com- 
forting to read that this measure is not likely to make further 
progress. 

It is true that the Bill is of immediate concern only to 
undertakings in the London area, but there can be no doubt 
that if the principle embodied in it were to be accepted by 
Parliament for London, it might well be extended to apply to 
the whole country. 


National Taxation. 


Turning for a moment from local to national taxation, it is 
satisfactory to be able to report that the negotiations regard- 
ing income-tax, which are proceeding between the Inland 
Revenue Authorities and the Income-Tax Committee ap- 
pointed by the Central Executive Board, are proceeding 
smoothly. The principal matters which have come under re- 
view are set out in the Report, and there appears to be every 
prospect that they will be incorporated along with others in 
a new Income-Tax Agreement, which will replace the existing 
Agreement now in many respects obsolete. 

From the purely domestic point of view the year covered 
by the Report may fairly be regarded as satisfactory. Despite 
keen competition there was a slight increase in the sale of 
gas, and speaking generally, in cases where electricity has 
supplanted gas, the loss has been more than made good by 
the acquisition of additional business. 

In this connexion I make no apology for emphasizing once 
again the importance of keeping in close touch with the 
Industrial Gas Development Centres. Their work, and that 
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of the Industrial Gas Centres Committee, is of vital import- 
ance to every undertaking. The field for expansion is there, 
and the results of the work of the Centres not only point the 
way to occupation of that field, but to the means of holding 
it when occupied. 

A development which continues to give promise is the in- 
creasing supply of gas to the War Department. Many under- 
takings are negotiating agreements, while elsewhere there are 
possibilities of expansion in the same direction if gas can be 
offered on competitive terms. The standards of comfort, and 
the facilities for cooking, heating, and hot water supply in- 
sisted upon by the War Department for Barracks, Married 
Quarters, and other premises under their control, are now— 
very properly—infinitely higher than they were, and gas can 
fulfil their manifold requirements better than any other 
medium. 

In addition, by reason of the large increase in the number 
of men who will be under training under the Bill dealing with 
compulsory service, and of the doubling of the Territorial 
Army, we can look forward not only to the building of further 
barracks, but also to an increased demand for gas for those 
premises to which it is already being supplied. 

I hope, too, that the merits of gas may be more generally 
recognized both by the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force, 
and that we may add them to our list of large and, I hope, 
satisfied consumers. 


Revision of Our Constitution as a Council. 


Another domestic matter about which, though it is not 
mentioned in the Report, you may wish me to say a few 
words is the present position in regard to the revision of our 
Constitution as a Council. I will not trouble you with a 
detailed history of the discussions and negotiations which 
have been going on since 1937 when a Special Joint Drafting 
Committee was set up to consider the necessary alterations in 
the Constitution and Rules of the National Gas Council and 
the British Commercial Gas Association, one of the main pur- 
poses of which was to secure a uniform rate of contribution 
by all members. 

The Drafting Committee submitted their report in the form 
of a Draft Skeleton Constitution of an enlarged British Gas 
Federation, and the scheme was submitted to all concerned. 
It did not, however, meet with the unanimous approval of the 
National Bodies, and had to be abandoned. The whole posi- 
tion must now be considered afresh, and a representative 
Committee has been appointed for this purpose. 

In conclusion, I wish to endorse most sincerely what is said 
in the Report in regard to the debt of gratitude which the 
Council owes to all those—and some of them are outside as 
well as inside the Industry—who have given ungrudgingly of 
their time, their energy, and their skill in furthering our 
interests. As I said last year, industrial and commercial re- 
lations tend to become more and more complicated, and were 
it not for the co-operation of individual members, the pooling 
of their knowledge and experience, and their readiness to 
serve both on district and central Committees and in other 
ways, we should find it difficult to maintain our place in the 
race. 

There are onlookers who, presumably, acting on the theory 
that the spectators see most of the game, are not averse to 
telling us how our Industry ought to be run. To such we are 
grateful for their interest and for suggestions which appear 
to us sound and practical. Theories, however, do not always 
work out in practice, and I am sure that we are well advised 
to eschew revolutionary methods and to pin our faith to the 
system of gradual evolution which, with the help of men who, 
though they have spent their lives in the Industry, are none 
the less always receptive of new ideas, has placed the In- 
dustry on a sound and successful basis. 

And when we think of those who have helped us we re- 
member with regret that during the year death has exacted 
heavy toll from our ranks. I need not recall their names to 
you; each has made gas history in a greater or less degree, 
and the services which they rendered, each in his own sphere, 
will not readily be forgotten. 

But though they will be greatly missed, there are happily 
Others well fitted to take their places. Young and able men 
who, brought up in the best traditions of the Industry, will 
uphold those traditions as their predecessors did. Thus, 
Whatever the future may hold in store for us, I feel that as 
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an Industry we were never better fitted than we are to-day to 
meet any calls which may be made upon us. 


At the conclusion of the Address, the CHAIRMAN proposed a 
hearty vote of thanks to Sir David Milne-Watson for having pre- 
pared it. 

The CHAIRMAN, dealing with the accounts, said that the results 
of the year’s working to March 31, 1939, showed an excess ot 
receipts over expenditure of £1,267 (as compared with a surplus 
of £66 for the previous financial year, 1937-1938). It had been 
possible, therefore, not only to eliminate the accumulated deficit 
of £922 in the accounts of the previous year, but to provide a 
net surplus of £345 towards meeting the income tax which would 
become payable in the current financial year. The total expendi- 
ture of £23,972 represented an increase of £1,486 over that for 
the previous financial year (£22,486), mainly by reason of heavy 
legal and Parliamentary expenses, particularly in connexion with 
“ Mains and Cables in Highways.” Subscriptions to outside Asso- 
ciations showed an increase of £179 as compared with the previous 
financial year. 

Under the item “ World Power Conference” there was an in- 
creased expenditure of £229. That item included the annual sub- 
scription of £150 to the Conference and the expenses of the five 
delegates appointed to represent the Council at the Sectional Meet- 
ing held in Vienna last year. The item “ Standardization of Tar 
Products Tests Committee ” was a new one, the expenditure being 
£113. It arose from the guarantee of £150 authorized towards 
the cost of publishing the second edition of “ Standard Methods 
of Testing Tar and its Products.” 

The expenditure on rent, rates, and proportion of house ex- 
penses showed a decrease of £301. The figure of £1,947 shown 
in the Accounts for the year under review represented the annual 
payment in respect of the Council’s offices at Gas Industry House; 
the preceding year’s figure included the balance from the previous 
period. 

The total decreases in expenditure amounted to £1,132 and the 
total increases amounted to £2,618, so that the net increase of ex- 
penditure was £1,486. 

On the receipts side of the account, the total contributions 
received for apportionment during the twelve months under re- 
view amounted to £149,264, or £2,270 in excess of the total re- 
ceived in the previous financial year. That was eminently satis- 
factory, for it included contributions from undertakings which 
had joined the Council comparatively recently, and was affected 
also by the fact that other undertakings were now paying full 
contributions. The CHAIRMAN commented that the accounts 
would speak for themselves, and he regarded it as extremely satis- 
factory that the deficit which he had mentioned earlier had now 
been wiped off and would not recur. 

Mr. A. M. PADDON seconded the resolution for the adoption of 
the Report and Accounts, which was unanimously adopted. 


Election of Officers. 


Alderman J. H. Lioyp, M.A., J.P., proposing the re-election 
of Sir David Milne-Watson, Bart., LL.D., D.L., as President of 
the Council, referred to the provisions in connexion with this 
matter in the Constitution and Rules. 
The Central Executive Board, he said, had exercised their privi- 
lege and had decided to recommend the re-election of Sir David. 
He felt sure the members would expect no other. They were 
completely unanimous in the view that Sir David had filled the 
office of President with every satisfaction; no doubt they could 
find points of difference on almost every other matter, but with 
regard to the services of Sir David they were unanimous. Further, 
they were exceedingly grateful to him for all that he had done 
in the past, and it was a privilege to propose his re-election. 
Sir CHRISTOPHER CLAYTON, C.B.E., Ph.D., J.P., seconding, said 
that the Address which had been read on behalf of Sir David 
dealt with a large number of very important matters, and he, Sir 
David, had played a very active part in regard to all of them. 
He had been President of the Council almost since its inception, 
and had done an enormous amount of work for the Gas Industry. 
The Council could not do better than to re-elect him. 
The resolution was carried with enthusiasm. , 
The re-election of the following was proposed by Councillor G. 
Catto, J.P., and seconded by Mr. RoBERT ROBERTSON, 
(President of the Institution of Gas Engineers): 
Hon. Treasurer—Alderman Sir William Kay, J.P. 
Trustees—Alderman Jobn E. Daw, J.P., Alderman J. H. Lloyd, 
M.A., J.P. 

Joint Hon. Secretaries—Sir Francis Goodenough, C.B.E., Mr. 
W. W. Townsend. 

Auditor—Mr. A. Morland, F.C.A. 


It was pointed out by the CHAIRMAN that Sir Francis Goodenough 
was still unfortunately unwell, but his many friends would like 
him to retain office as Hon. Secretary. Mr. Townsend, of Col- 
chester, however, who had taken an active part in many of the 
deliberations of the Council, had been asked if he would under- 
take the active part of the work, and, although he was a busy 
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man, he had consented to do so if that were the wish of the 
Council. Mr. Morland was a well-known accountant who had 
served the Council well in the past. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 


Votes of Thanks. 


Mr. FRANK H. Jones, M.Inst.C.E., proposed a hearty vote of 
thanks to the Chairmen and Secretaries of the District Executive 
Boards, and said he was sure that those responsible for the con- 
duct of the Council’s affairs at headquarters fully appreciated the 
very great amount of work that was done by the gentlemen 
serving on the District Boards throughout the country. The mem- 
bers assembled at the Twenty-First Annual General Meeting of 
the Council wished to convey their heartiest thanks to all who 
were working for the Council in’ the districts. 

ALDERMAN R. JENKINS (Neath Corporation Gas Committee) 
seconding, referred to the District Executive Boards as a bulwark 
of the Council, and expressed confidence that the high standard 
they had maintained over a period of twenty-one years would 
be maintained in the future. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. T. P. RipLtey (Newcastle), responding on behalf of the 
Chairman of the District Executive Boards, assured the meeting 
that the expression of thanks to them was very highly appreciated. 
They worked always with the greatest of pleasure and interest, 
and their work was rendered easier than it would be otherwise 
by the advice they received from officials at headquarters. 

Mr. W. CLARK JACKSON, responding on behalf of the District 
Secretaries, said they were greatly indebted to their Chairmen for 
the kindly assistance which the latter offered. The Chairman 
of his own district (Mr. Madden) was always kindly and helpful. 
In South Wales they had been active, and even during the past 
year they had been successful in some of their ventures, particu- 
larly with regard to the coal position. He also paid tribute to 
the officials at Headquarters, and on behalf of the District Secre- 
taries he thanked them for the advice and help they were always 
so ready to give. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the Council’s 
officers and staff, and said it had been pleasing to hear so many 
references made during the meeting to their efficiency. It was 
difficult to mention any specifically, for the whole of the staff 
served the Council with their whole heart and strength. He made 
special reference to Mr. Ogilvie, however, because he was 
unwell. In his absence, the rest of the staff would do their 
utmost. On the proposition of the CHAIRMAN it was unanimously 
agreed that a message of sympathy and good wishes be sent from 
the meeting to Mr. Ogilvie. 

Lieut.-Col. H. W. WoopDALL, seconding, said he was grateful for 
the opportunity to endorse all that the Chairman had said about 
the Council’s very able staff, and to add his own quota of appre- 
ciation of the helpfulness and courtesy which was characteristic 
of them. 

The vote of thanks was accorded with acclamation. 

Mr. E. J. Fotrrett (Joint Manager with Mr. Ogilvie) returned 
thanks on behalf of the staff, and said that none regretted more 


May 17, 1939 


than did all the members of the staff the enforced absence of Mr. 
Ogilvie, who had reluctantly taken the advice of his doctors an 
would rest completely for a period. It was hoped that that res! 
would repair the ravages of a long period of over-work. Although 
the staff was small numerically, what they lacked in numbers was 
more than made up by their enthusiasm for the work of the 
Council. 

Mr. W. J. SmitH (Secretary) also responded. 

Mr. FRANK H. Jones claimed the privilege of proposing a heart, 
vote of thanks to Sir David Milne-Watson for his eminent services 
during the past. year, and said he had known Sir David, certain|\ 
in business, for a longer period than anyone in the room. Mr. 
Jones recalled that the first President of the National Gas Council 
was his own father, who had held the office for only a few 
months, and was succeeded by Sir David. He thought it would 
be of interest to members of the Council to know that when the 
offices in Horseferry Road were being demolished Sir David's 
original draft of the Constitution in his own handwriting and very 
similar to its present form was found among the papers. 

Recalling again his long friendship with Sir David, Mr. Jones 
said that many years ago they had shaken hands and had said 
that neither would do anything in the Industry without consult- 
ing the other, and they had remained loyal to that pledge. All 
were indebted to Sir David for his great work for the Council, 
not only during the past year, but throughout the whole of the 
period of its work. No other man in the Industry could have 
done anything like so much. He had given an enormous amount 
of his time to it, so that consumers, shareholders and all who 
worked in the Gas Industry owed him a great deal. 

Alderman R. ToRTINGTON (Leeds) proposed a hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Cash for his conduct of the meeting and for his 
services to the Council over a period of many years. 

This was unanimously accepted. 


The Luncheon. 


The luncheon was held at the May Fair Hotel. Mr. William 
Cash, J.P., F.C.A., presided, in the absence of Sir David Milne- 
Watson, Bart. (President), who was unable to attend owing to 
the fact that he had to be present at an enquiry before a Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords. 

Mr. Ogilvie, one of the Joint Managers, was also unable to 
attend owing to indisposition. 

A hearty welcome was accorded Mr. A. M. Paddon, M.Inst.C.E., 
who had served the British Commercial Gas Association as Presi- 
dent during the past year and had been the host of the delegates 
at the recent Conference of that Association at Brighton. 

Following the loyal toast, the CHAIRMAN took advantage of 
the fact that the occasion marked the twenty-first birthday of 
the Council and proposed a toast to its continued good work, 
which toast was honoured enthusiastically. 

Mr. Cash commented on the unavoidable absence of Sir David 
Milne-Watson and said that all present would much regret his 
absence. But they all appreciated that, as usual, he was doing 
his duty in connexion with a matter which was of real import- 
ance to the Gas Industry. 





Curving Glass in Gas Furnace 


The load of the South Australian Gas Company has been 
augmented during the past year by the installation in Adelaide 
of five furnaces for bending plate glass. 

The last two furnaces are built upon a concrete floor and have 
a cast-iron hearth of sixty sq.ft., which permits of sheets up to 
nine feet by four feet being curved to the shape of mild steel 
moulds. Beneath the hearth are two tubular burners at each end. 
These are connected to an air supply pipe and an independent 
blower.” At each side of the furnace eleven luminous burners 
are fitted. A graduated quadrant is provided for each burner 
to give a standard setting. The gas consumption per firing aver- 
ages 4,000 cu.ft. of 550 B.Th.U. gas. The flat glass sheet is laid 
over the top of the mould in the firing chamber, and as the 
furnace heats the sheet gradually sinks into the curve of the 
mould. The glass remains in the firing chamber until it cools. 


Fatality Due to Tampering with Meter 


At the inquest on a Leamington man last week the jury returned 
a verdict of “ Accidental death from coal-gas poisoning caused by 
tampering with the gas meter.” 

Evidence was given to the effect that on examination it was 
found that the inlet and outlet pipes of the gas meter in his house 
had been disconnected and a’ connexion between the two must 
have been made by a piece of the inner tube of a bicycle tyre. At 
the time of examination the piece of inner tube had become dis- 
connected from the inlet pipe and gas was escaping at full pressure 
into the house. 


Messrs. C. & W. Walker, Ltd. 


Satisfactory Results in a Difficult Year 


The forty-first ordinary general meeting of Messrs. C. & W. 
Walker, Ltd., was held at the Grand Hotel, Birmingham, on 
April 26. Mr. R. J. Milbourne, Chairman and Managing Director, 
who presided, said that it could hardly have come as a surprise 
to the shareholders that the accounts for the past year were not 
quite so good as those he had the pleasure of laying before them 
last April. There was nothing in this decrease to wonder at, for 
the year with which they were then dealing had been an extremel) 
difficult and trying one from a business point of view. The causes 
were altogether beyond their control; they could be attributed to 
a general recession in trade and political tension in a very acute 
form. Coal and wages costs had also shown a relative increase 
when compared with the previous year. In such adverse circum- 
stances, he felt that the results of last year’s trading could be 
considered reasonably satisfactory when the conditions which pre- 
vailed were taken into account, and with these facts in, view the 
Directors felt by no means displeased with the results. 

The profit and loss account showed a balance of just over 
£18,580, compared with nearly £28,754, a falling off of about 
£10,174. The accounts under review bore a full year’s charge for 
National Defence Contribution, as against nine months in the 
preceding year. After very careful consideration, the Board was 
pleased to be able to recommend that the dividends this year 
should be at the rate of 74% on the Preference shares, less in- 
come-tax, and 10% and a bonus of 6d. per share on the Ordinary 
shares, both less income-tax. There remained to carry forward 
to the current year £11,629, a sum over £2,000 more than that 
brought into last year’s accounts. 
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The GAS INDUSTRY 

may well be justified in 

reviewing with pride 

its amazing progress in 

the competitive field 
of public utility. 
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Society of British Gas Industries 


The Annual Meeting of the Society of British Gas Industries was held at the May Fair Hotel, London, W. |, on Wednesday, 
May 10, 1939, the PRESIDENT, the Rt. Hon. Viscount Ridley, C.B.E., presiding. It was followed the same evening by 
the Annual Dinner of the Society, which was honoured by the presence of a number of distinguished guests. 


The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting and 
Autumn Meeting, having been taken as read, were duly con- 
firmed and signed. 


REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR 1938-39. 


The Council begs to present to the Members its Thirty-fourth 
Annual Report on the work of the Society. 

President.—It is with the greatest pleasure that the Council is 
able to announce that Sir Francis Joseph has very kindly con- 
sented to succeed Viscount Ridley as President of the Society. — 

British Gas Federation.—Lord Kennet has accepted the 
Presidency of the British Gas Federation in succession to the Earl 
of Dudley. 

Proposals to enlarge the scope and functions of the Federation 
have been very carefully considered during the year. The Society’s 
representatives were fully consulted throughout the negotiations 
and the most sympathetic consideration was given to the views 
put forward by the Council. After a comprehensive review, how- 
ever, of all the circumstances and the factors involved in a major 
reconstruction of the nature proposed, it was decided eventually to 
continue the Federation on existing lines. 

The Council of the Federation, under the Chairmanship of Sir 
David Milne-Watson, has examined and discussed a number of 
questions of general concern to the Industry during the year. A 
development of major importance to the Society has been the 
formation of the Joint Exhibitions Committee in place of the 
original Exhibitions Committee. Membership of the new Com- 
mittee is confined to representatives of the British Commercial 
Gas Association and the Society, under an independent Chairman 
appointed by the Council of the Federation. On the original 
Committee all five member associations of the Federation were 
represented in equal proportions. The work of the Joint Exhibi- 
tions Committee is referred to later in this report. 

Another matter of importance during the year has been the 
decision to secure increased practical co-ordination within the 
Industry through the Officers’ Panel on which the five member 
associations are represented. An independent Chairman of the 
Panel is being appointed by the Council of the Federation. 

Research.—During the year the British Gas Federation received 
from The Institution of Gas Engineers a Memorandum with re- 
gard to research, in which it was emphasized that there appeared 
to be need in the Gas Industry for more long-distance and funda- 
mental research work. The Memorandum stated that the Council 
of the Institution would welcome the fullest co-operation between 
the Gas Manufacture and Supply side and the Manufacturers of 
Plant and Appliances to this end. It was also in favour of the 
appointment of a whole-time Research Officer. The proposal was 
also made that by way of introduction to a more intimate study 
of the possibility of conducting research on co-operative lines a 
preliminary survey of research within and of interest to the Gas 
Industry should be made. The Council of the Federation, after 
considering this Memorandum, invited the Councils of the Insti- 
tution and the Society to appoint a Joint Committee to examine 
the whole question of setting up a Research Body. This Com- 
mittee was formed, and to it was submitted subsequently a confi- 
dential document prepared by Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz entitled 
“Preliminary Survey of Research in the Gas Industry.” The 
whole-hearted co-operation of the Council of the Society was ex- 
tended to the Secretary of the Institution in carrying out this 
survey. The Joint Committee has held a number of meetings 
under the Chairmanship of Mr. H. C. Smith, and its report and 
recommendations, which will shortly receive the consideration of 
the Councils of the Institution and the Society, will be submitted 
in due course to the Council of the Federation. 

During the year The Institution of Gas Engineers has invited 
the Society to collaborate with it in connexion with two matters 
which have been made the subject of special investigations, 
namely, noise jn gas burners and stresses in spirally-guided gas- 


holders. In each case a nominee of the Society has been ap- 
pointed to co-operate with a nominee of the Institution, and both 
investigations are still proceeding. . 

National Gas Gallery, South Kensington Science Museum.— 
The appeal for financial support of the project to stage at the 
Science Museum in a good position a permanent display repre- 
senting the Gas Industry has met with a most generous response, 
and the contribution which it was hoped by the British Gas 
Federation would be made by the Society’s members has been 
realized in full. Representatives of the Society are being given 
every opportunity to play their part in ensuring that the fund shall 
be administered and the exhibits arranged to the best possible ad- 
vantage. Thanks to the close co-operation which exists between 
all concerned, and the large amount of effort which is being put 
into it, the scheme as a whole is taking final shape on paper, and 
work on the various sections is now being undertaken. The 
Council wishes to place on record its grateful recognition of 
the time and services which the Society’s representatives are so 
generously giving to the realization of this project, and there is 
ample evidence of the general appreciation to which this has given 
rise. 

Exhibitions.—Of recent years the attention of the Industry 
generally has become more and mote focused on the extent of the 
contribution which the Society’s members make towards the 
general propaganda work of the Industry through participation 
in a wide range of exhibitions. The Council, therefore, welcomes 
the prospect. of achieving a closer degree of co-ordination of the 
Industry’s available resources which is held out by the formation 
during the year, under the auspices of the British Gas Federation, 
of a Joint Exhibitions Committee of the British Commercial Gas 
Association and the Society. Decisions as to participation at all 
national exhibitions, and the nature and extent of such participa- 
tion will now be reached by this Committee. Already in the com- 
paratively short time since its formation, the Committee has 
amply justified the reasons which led to its being set up. 

With the transfer of the Ideal Home Exhibition from Olympia 
to Earl’s Court, a Woman’s Fair was organized at Olympia in 
November. To this further call on its efforts, and indeed on its 
finances, the Industry responded with what might be termed a 
“ prestige” exhibit, which bore the hall-mark of careful planning 
and expert design and presentation. The Joint Exhibitions Com- 
mittee will review the Woman’s Fair and the Ideal Home Exhibi- 
tion immediately on termination of! the latter in April, and with 
a view to making recommendations as to future policy will en- 
deavour to assess the value of these twp exhibitions both actually 
and in relation to the many other national exhibitions which the 
Industry is called upon to support. 

In a different category was the Empire Exhibition at Glasgow 
lasting six months. Full advantage was taken of the natural 
features of the site in laying out the exhibition, and the Gas 
Pavilion occupied a prominent position. In the Palace of Engi- 
neering an exhibition of industrial gas apparatus attracted con- 
siderable attention, and in other parts of the Exhibition also was 
the Industry represented. The Society made a substantial con- 
tribution towards the cost of the Industry’s participation, and a 
wide range of appliances was loaned for exhibit by the Society's 
members. 

British Industries Fair, Birmingham Section, 1939—Gas In- 
dustries Section.—The arrangements for the exhibit were made 
under the guidance of the Gas Industries Section Committee, on 
which each section of the Society was represented, and over which 
the Chairman of the Council of the Society presided. 

The same space as that occupied in recent years was at the 
Industry’s disposal, and once again the individual exhibits of 
the Society’s members comprised a wide range of apparatus, ap- 
pliances, and accessories. Improvements were made in general 
lighting and in ventilation of the Section. The colour scheme was 
the same as in the previous year. While it is difficult to make 
comparisons year by year on an exhibition of this nature, it can 
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certainly be said that the 70 firms which exhibited provided in 
combination convincing evidence of the magnitude, resources, 
enterprise, and services of the Gas Industry. 

The Society, with the assistance of certain members of the 
Heavy Sections, shared with the British Commercial Gas Associa- 
tion in the cost of the Central Information Bureau and Industrial 
Gas Exhibit. The general design and stand fitting of the Industrial 
Gas Exhibit were planned on more ambitious lines than in previous 
years, and the number of pieces of apparatus displayed on the 
stand was considerably reduced. An endeavour to assess the value 
of the change will be made by the responsible committee on which 
the, Society is represented, with a view to an ultimate decision as 
to the nature of the exhibit in another year. The Society’s mem- 
bers concerned loaned apparatus and assisted in staffing the exhibit, 
There seems to have been a very general impression that the 
— Information Bureau was an improvement on last year’s 

ureau. 

The British Gas Federation held a Joint Gas Conference during 
the second week of the Fair, under the Chairmanship of Lord 
Kennet, the President. An official welcome to members by the 
Lord Mayor of Birmingham and by the President of the Birming- 
ham Chamber of Commerce, preceded a valuable presidential ad- 
dress by Lord Kennet. A series of short Papers on the Retention 
and Development of the Domestic Load were presented at the 
Wednesday Session of the Conference, and were followed by re- 
presentatives of the Society opening; the discussion. This session 
was one of the most successful staged by the Joint Gas Conference 
Committee, and at its close a resolution was passed referring the 
subject to the B.C.G.A. District Associations for further consider- 
ation. There was also a display of gas publicity films. An 
official Gas Industry Luncheon and a Luncheon by invitation of 
the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce took place on successive 
days. Mr. H. C. Smith presided over the Committee responsible 
for the arrangements for the Joint Gas Conference. 

The Society is very much indebted to the Chairman and General 
Manager of the Birmingham Corporation Gas Department for their 
co-operation and, support, and to Mr. W. L. S. Spinks for his valu- 
able assistance as Honorary Secretary, 

British Standards Institution.—The Gas Industry Section of 
the British Standards Institution has now been placed on a broader 
basis, and the closer association between supplier and purchaser 
which has thus been brought about is proving of value in the 
consideration and preparation of standard specifications. The 
Council of the Society is endeavouring to assist in securing a 
reasonable balance between the theoretical and practical consider- 
ations which determine the directions in which standardization is 
— and thereafter the limits to which standardization should 

e taken. 

The Society is represented on the following Committees, Sub- 
Committees, and Panels: 





Gas Industry Committee. 

Gas Industry Advisory Panel. 

Gas Industry Terms Committee. 

Gas Industry Terms Editing Committee. 

Solid Fuel Industry Committee. 

Illumination Industry Committee. 

Temperature Measurement Gas Flow and Pressure Measure- 
ment (Technical Committee). 

Flue Pipes and Fittings (Technical Committee). 

Lighting Fittings (Technical Committee). 

Street Lighting (Technical Committee). 

Fans (Technical Committee). 

Steel Strip (Technical Committee). 

Water Fittings (Technical Committee). 

Furnaces and Ovens (Technical Committee). 

Gas Meter Unions (Technical Committee). 

Areas and Heights of Chimneys (Technical Committee). 

Low Pressure Gas Mantles (Technical Committee). 

Cast Iron Spigot and Socket Flues or Smoke Pipes (Technical 
Committee), 

Pressure Vessels (Technical Committee). 

Symbols for Chemical Engineering Plant (Technical Com- 
mittee). 

Conversion Tables (Technical Committee). 

Connexions for Portable Gas Appliances Sub-Committee. 

Neck Dimensions Sub-Committee. 

Diffusing Materials Sub-Committee. 

Tar and Pitch Sub-Committee. 

Hydro-Extractors Committee. 


Members are kept informed by the Society of Draft Specifica- 
tions in which they are likely to be interested when these Drafts 
are circulated for technical comment and criticism. 

World Power Conference.—The Society continues its financial 
support of the British National' Committee, World Power Confer- 
ence, on which it has an official representative. Two of the 
Society's members collaborated in a Paper entitled “ Public Light- 
ing by Gas,” which, being sponsored by The Institution of Gas 









GAS JOURNAL 465 


Engineers, was presented at a Sectional Meeting held in Vienna 
in August. 

Women’s Gas Council.—The membership of the Women’s Gas 
Council now exceeds 12,000, there being nearly 60 branches. A 
recent important development of the Council’s work has been 
the formation of a Training Committee on which the Society is 
represented. The objects of the Committee are the standardiza- 
tion of the qualifications needed for Demonstrators in the Indus- 
try, the further extension of the instruction and training for such 
work and the establishment of conditions for the award of the 
Diploma for those fully qualified, which it is hoped will ensure 
them a definite professioral status. The Council has taken part 
in a number of exhibitions during the year. Lectures and talks 
have been given in all parts of the country, and a series of Cooking 
Classes has been organized in various appropriate centres, The 
Society has two representatives on the Executive Committee, and 
it is gratifying to report that the Women’s Gas Council is receiving 
increased public recognition and that its usefulness is being con- 
tinuously extended. 

Junior Gas Associations—Award of Silver Medals.—The 
Council, as in previous years, has awarded Silver Medals to each 
of the Junior Gas Associations for the best Paper adjudged to 
have been presented during the year by their members at a 
General Meeting. The Medals are presented at the Society's 
Annual Meeting and the results announced in the Technical Press. 

City and Guilds of London Institute.—The Council has again 
offered prizes to the first and second candidates in the Minor Ex- 
aminations in Gas-Works Practice and Gas Supply Practice, and 
the Final Examination in Gas Fitting at the City and Guilds of 
London Institute. It is gratifying to know that the Council’s action 
is greatly appreciated. 

French Import Quotas.—The issue of Quota Certificates for gas 
fires, cookers, &c., on importation into France is still being under- 
taken by the Society. 

Gas Lighting.—The Society continues to take an active part in 
the work of the Joint Lighting Committee of The Institution of 
Gas Engineers. Since 1921 the quantity of gas sold for public 
lighting has more than doubled, and the effect of the Final Report 
of the Ministry of Transport on street lighting issued at the close 
of 1937 has been to encourage increased use of the most modern 
equipment produced by the members of the Society concerned. 
This equipment was fully represented at an exhibition at Bourne- 
mouth in September, which was organized in connexion with the 
annual conference of the Association of Public Lighting Engineers. 
Moreover, in an endeavour to assist the competitive position of 
the Industry, the manufacturers of lighting units have through the 
Society made an, offer to assist gas undertakings in demonstrating 
what modern gas lighting can do by supplying lamps for this pur- 
pose on sale or return. In addition the Society’s representatives 
are assisting in the preparation of a revision of the British Stan- 
dard Specification for Street Lighting to bring it into line with the 
Final Report of the Ministry of Transport, 

There has recently been issued the Fourth Report of the Home 
Office Departmental Committee on Lighting in Factories, and the 
Society’s representatives assisted in the preparation of evidence for 
submission to this Committee. Gas Undertakings throughout the 
country have been urged by the Joint Lighting Committee to ex- 
amine in terms of the new requirements existing Gas Lighting ir- 
stallations in factories, workshops, and yards, and to explore 
the possibilities of introducing new installations. Where Gas 
Undertakings are in need of advice, the leading manufacturers, 
members of the Society, have offered the services of their techni- 
cians, and the necessary steps are being taken to ensure that light- 
ing units comply with the requirements of the Home Office Report. 


The Society’s representatives are playing an active part in the 
work of the National Illumination Committee of Great Britain and 
the B.S.I. Illumination Industry Committee. Moreover, calls on 
the services of the Society’s members to present Papers in different 
parts of the country on lighting and lighting problems have been 
gladly met. 

Conditions ef Contract.—The Council is keeping in close touch 
with the work of the Contracts Committee of the Federation of 
British Industries, In particular during the year special attention 
has been paid to the question of War Risks compensation and in- 
surance, and the Society has been associated with the representa- 
tions which led ultimately to a recent statement by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer on this important question. The Society will 
watch with interest the report on the subject which is promised 
and the legislative proposals which are likely to follow its issue. 

Defence.—The Federation of British Industries having been 
asked by the Panel of Industrial Advisers recently appointed by 
the Prime Minister to seek the opinion of organized industry with 
reference to any difficulties which might be impeding the ful- 
filment of the present re-armament programme, sought the views 
of the Society. A case regarding this matter was accordingly 
stated to the Federation of British Industries and was duly referred 
to the Panel of Industrial Advisers. 

Parliamentary Agents.—The Society’s Parliamentary Agents 
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continue to watch the interests of members, and several matters 
have been dealt with by them during the year at the Council’s 
instigation. 

The London Gas Undertakings (Regulations) Bill now before 
Parliament is of concern to many of the Society’s members, and 
as the result of the replies received to representations made by 
the Council regarding it, the Council is satisfied that the interests 
of members are reasonably protected in a Bill whose underlying 
purpose it believes will be helpful to the Industry as a whole. 
The Bill provides that the proposed regulations shall be referred 
to a Committee which is in its turn to submit to the Board of 
Trade a report with such recommendations as the Committee 
thinks fit. Provision is made for the representation of the Society 
on this scheme. 


Superannuation Scheme.—The Staff Superannuation Scheme 
proposed by the Council! has now been instituted following the 
alterations to the Society’s Rules which were approved at the last 
Annual Meeting. Trustees of the Scheme have been duly 
appointed. 

Standard Methods of Testing Tar and its Products.—The 
Society has made a contribution to the Guarantee Fund in con- 
nexion with the issue of the Second. Edition of Standard Methods 
of Testing Tar and its Products. The Council’ is fully satisfied 
with the usefulness of this work which is now available. 


Section Xl.—Members will be asked at the Annual Meeting to 
approve the alteration of the title of Section XI to cover exhausters, 
boosters, and compressors. The changes which have taken place 
during the last few years within the Industry and the increasing 
use of gas for industrial purposes have rendered boosters and com- 
pressors essential in most distribution systems, and it is felt that 
the Constitution of the Society should provide for representation 
of firms engaged in their manufacture. 


Special Fund.—The Council wishes to thank members for their 
continued support of the Special Fund, to which there has been 
a number of new subscribers during the year. The income de- 
rived from Membership Subscriptions is only adequate to main- 
tain the Staff and facilities necessary for the efficient working of 
the Society, and the Council has to rely upon adequate support 
of the Special Fund to meet the obligations which its position as 
the body representative of the contractors and manufacturers en- 
tails. It is essential that the Society should be able to play an 
active part in matters which are of common concern to the whole 
Industry, and the financial commitments involved, including the 
payment of an annual subscription to the British Commercial Gas 
Association, have to be met from the Special Fund. 


Membership.—In the last three years more than 50 firms have 
become members of the Society, an increase of over one-third in 
the total membership during that period, and membership still 
continues to increase. This is a matter of particular gratification 
to the Council, since the more representative the Society becomes. 
the more authoritatively can it speak for the interests it repre- 
sents. The Council hopes that all members will make full use of 
the show card of the Society's badge which has recently been 
issued to them, 


General.—The Society is very much indebted to Sir Harold 
Hartley for the inspiring presidential address, showing the magni- 
tude, scope, and vitality of the Industry, which he delivered at the 
Annual Meeting. At the Autumn Meeting a most informative 
Paper entitled “ An Observer’s Viewpoint of the Gas Industry ” 
was presented by Col. O. B. F. Planck, Chairman of the Council, 


Year by year does the Council find the Society called upon to 
make increased contributions in time, in money and in services 
to the Industry’s progressive development. The evolutionary pro- 
cess which is a ‘marked characteristic of the vitality of any great 
industry proceeds without interruption in the Gas Industry to-day. 
Moreover the Council believes that there is often evidence of it 
in the day-to-day relationships of buyer and seller, and it would 
ask all the Society’s members, as opportunity comes their way, to 
recognize it and to make their contribution to it. Where the 
desire for closer co-operation is evidenced, it should be met with 
just that willingness to contribute to the common good that the 
Society's members with their wealth of accumulated knowledge 
and experience behind them are so well qualified to do. In the 
aggregate the contribution which each member can make has a 
sustaining effect on the work of the Society as a whole, and 
through it on the further development of the Industry. 


A willingness to consult together over even the most contentious 
problems which in some directions a few years ago was perhaps 
sufficiently notable to be the subject of special comment in the 
Society's Annual Report is the generally accepted rule to-day. 
The Council believes thay the Society itself has made some con- 
tribution to this satisfactory understanding, but in particular would 
it pay tribute to those leaders of the Industry who, believing in the 
ultimate benefit to all of such co-operation, have provided and 
kept open the channels through which it could become effective. 


In concluding its report the Council wishes to thank the mem- 
bers of the Society for their support during the year, a year which 
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to many has been one of difficult trading. It is only with this 
continued support that the Council can hope to continue to pro 
mote the interests of the Society and its members. 


On behalf of the Council, 
O. B. F. PLANCK, 
Chairman. 
March 28, 1939. 


Col. O. B. F. PLANCK submitted the Annual Report, and in 
doing so he commented briefly upon various of the more 
important items therein. With reference to the paragraph 
relating to the British Industries Fair, Birmingham Section. 
Col. Planck announced that it had been decided to have no 
Domestic Gas Section at Castle Bromwich next year. In its 
place there would be an Industrial Gas Display in the En 
gineering Section of the Exhibition, in connexion with which 
a Joint Gas Conference would be arranged. He then formally 
moved the adoption of the Report. . 

This was seconded by Mr. E. West and carried unani- 
mously. 

The Accounts for the past year were submitted by Mr. 
F, J. GOULD, and their adoption having been seconded by Mr. 
J. H. WILSON, they were unanimously accepted. 


Alteration of Rule. 


Mr. F. H. WILKINSON thereafter proposed the ;esolution 
referred to in the Report to alter the title of Section XI. to 
cover exhausters, boosters, and compressors. This was 
seconded by Mr. E. West and unanimously agreed. 

The SeEcReETARY then read the following list of those who 
have been elected to serve on the Council of the Society as 
representatives of the various Sections: 


|. L. Butler oe .. Section I. W. J. Gardner .. .. Seetion X. 
T. A. Clapham - pe iI: B. B. Waller ; ~ XI. 
G. W. Allott .. -_ o Ill. W. Beswick via ¥s it. 
R. J. Milbourne : a IV. A.H. Lymn .. ; « melee 
J. H. Wilson .. - : Vv. S. A. Scrivener « wlyv 
R. J. Rogers... ee - VI. H. A. Taylor .. sie Z XV. 
So ae es ni VIl. T. F. C. Potterton me eee 
R. P. Chester .. oes Wee W. G. Ardley .. ae 1 ae Eee 
J. Fallon os Shs e IX. R. B. Potter .. 4 » XVIII. 


Officers and Council. 


Mr. F. B. RICHARDS said it was a particularly pleasing duty 
to propose that Mr. E. West be elected Chairman of the 
Council for the coming year. No commendation of his was 
needed to recommend Mr. West to them; he had served them 
already for the past ten years—as Chairman of Section III. 
for three years, for a further three years as Elective Member, 
for three years as Chairman of Section I., and as Vice- 
Chairman of the Council for a year. Mr. Richards said he 
also had the greatest pleasure in proposing that Mr. C. G. 
Langford be elected Vice-Chairman. 

Mr. R. J. RoGeRS seconded the proposition, which was 
cordially accepted. 

Mr. E. WEsT, in acknowledging his election, said how much 
he appreciated the confidence which the members had reposed 
in him in electing him to the Chairmanship of the Council. 
One was somewhat diffident in accepting such an honourable 
position, especially in view of the many able men who had 
preceded him. He could assure them, however, that he had 
the interests of the Society very much at heart, and his best 
endeavours would be employed to enhance the status of the 
Society during the coming year. 

On the proposition of Mr. R. B. Potter, seconded by Mr. 
MACARTNEY-FILGATE, the following Officers and Elective 
Members were appointed : 


Hon. Treasurer.—Mtr. H. E. Bennet, 

Hon. Secretary.—Dr. E. W. Smith, 

Elective Members.—Col. O. B. F. Planck, Mr. F. J. Gould, 
and Mr. H. M. Thornton, 


while the following Elective Member was re-elected —namely,. 
Mr. F. B. Richards. 

The Society’s Auditors (Messrs. Cash, Stone, & Co.) were 
re-appointed on the proposition of Mr. J. L. BUTLER, seconded 
by Col. C. J. Fak, the proposer remarking that they were 
very satisfied with the manner in which their Auditors con- 
ducted the financial business of the Society. 


Thanks to the Council. 


Sir FREDERICK WEST moved a vote of thanks to the Council 
and Officers of the Society for their services during the past 
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year. He had nothing but appreciation and unstinted praise 
for the work of the Council—who were furthering the objects 
and fulfilling the hopes which were formed 34 years ago when 
the Society was launched. Those who had gone through the 
Report would see evidence of very useful work; the first five 
or six items referred to whole-hearted co-operation between 
the Society and other organizations in the Gas Industry. Nor 
did the Report indicate the work carried on behind the scenes 
by members of the Council and the problems they had to 
discuss. For all that the members thanked them. The mem- 
bership of the Society had increased by 334% during the past 
three years. So long as they had at the back of their minds 
and associated themselves with the progressive development 
of the Gas Industry, and indicated their williness to join 
together to further its best interests, then they would continue 
to form an integral and active part of that Industry. 

Mr. B. B. WALLER seconded the vote of thanks and heartily 
endorsed all that Sir Frederick West had said. He fully ap- 
preciated all the vast amount of work the Council had done 
during the past year—and done in a very satisfactory manner. 
He would like to add a word of praise of their excellent 
Manager and Secretary, Mr. Burt, and his competent staff, to 
whom they all owed a great debt of thanks. 

The vote of thanks was warmly accorded by acclamation. 


The S.B.G.I. Silver Medals. 


The PRESIDENT presented the Society’s Silver Medals to the 
Authors of the Papers adjudged to have been the best to be 
read before the various Junior Gas Associations during the 
past year. The following is the full list of winners: 


London and Southern District Junior Gas Association. 

R. E. L. TeNNyson-D’EYNCOURT wi <a 9 .. Jan. 18, 1938. 
«The Load Value of Appliances as a Guide to Sales Policy.” 
Midland Junior Gas Association. 

W. L. Hower... a ae ee re a .. April 7, 1938. 
« Gas and the Filtration and Heating of Swimming Pools.” 

Wales and Monmouthshire Junior Gas Association. 

N. H. GREENWAY a ee Pe = ar .. Nov. 19, 1938. 
Gas in Industry and Commerce.” 

Western Junior Gas Association. 

A.G. Hoitam .. on = a Phe 2 .. Jan. 22, 1938. 
‘“* Rural Gas Service.” 

Manchester and District Junior Gas Association. 

F. Bett .. ha es - 7 “. as .. Nov. 16, 1938. 
‘* The Installation of Gas and Steam Equipment in a Municipal Kitchen.” 
Yorkshire Junior Gas Association. 

W. S. Hupparp.. as oe we a “e oo Jan. 15, 1988. 
* Choice of Gas Storage.” 

Scottish Junior Gas Association (Eastern District). 

F.B. WALLER .. wa es aa és ie -- jan. 7, 1998. 
“ Recovery of Crude Benzole from Vertical Retort Gas.” 

Scottish Junior Gas Association (Western District). 
bk. G. Smrru me a ne <7 hee is .. Feb. 12, 1938. 
* Stores Control and Job Costing.” 


Presidential Address. 


The Rt. Hon. Viscount RIDLEY, C.B.E., then gave his 
Presidential Address, which was published in last week’s issue 
of the “ JOURNAL.” 

Dr. E. W. SMITH proposed a vote of thanks to the President 
for his Address. The Society, he said, had always been very 
fortunate in their Presidents, and the Addresses which had 
been presented to them had usually been of a very high order; 
but he did not think they had ever had an Address before 
which had shown such an insight into the problems of their 
Industry, particularly in relation to its sister industry—the 
coking industry. Their President drew from a very wide ex- 
perience, being connected with a number of extremely suc- 
cessful organizations; there was no gas undertaking which 
stood higher in this country for progressive policy and busi- 
ness management than the Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gates- 
head Gas Company, and it was an honour for that Company, 
as well as an honour for their President, that there should be 
this mutual connexion between them. The President was 
also connected with a company from which the Gas Industry 
obtained refractories of a quality of which there was no 
better. Again, his connexion with King’s College, Newcastle, 
was an honour in itself by reason of that Institution’s high 
standing; it was one of the modern universities and led the 
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way in technological study. If the President would be so 
good as to convey Dr. Smith’s personal congratulations to 
Professor Riley for the extraordinarily valuable work he was 
doing on behalf of the two industries in connexion with the 
study of coke he would be very gratified. In that respect 
there was, observed Dr. Smith, one little omission in Lord 
Ridley’s Presidential Address; he gave credit to three gas 
undertakings for supporting that research work; but there 
were a number of members of the Society of British Gas 
Industries who attended those meetings and subscribed to 
the funds of that research work. 

Continuing, Dr. Smith noted that their President had under- 
lined the importance to-day of planning. There seemed to 
be a feeling in some quarters that their Industry was so 
successful that it was unlike all other industries in that there 
was no necessity to look to the future and to plan ahead. 
“We are doing well, we are told; don’t interfere, and we 
shall still continue to progress.” But however successful an 
industry might be to-day, said Dr. Smith, there was no future 
before it unless it deliberately set itself to plan ahead, 
organize its personnel, and systematize its future operations 
in every possible way. 

The President's Address was so full of “ meat” that one 
would like to feel that it was open for discussion, observed 





THE NEW PRESIDENT. 


Sir Francis Joseph. 


Dr. Smith. There was, however, one point the President had 
mentioned which he would emphasize—namely, the import- 
ance of reduction of ash in the quality of coal. That point 
could not be stressed too strongly. If the Gas Industry as a 
whole were to combine in agreeing that no coal would be 
used containing a higher ash content than within 1% of the 
reducible ash there would be an enormous advantage in every 
direction. In conclusion, Dr. Smith said they could not 
exaggerate too much the appreciation they felt of the out- 
standing Address their President had given them. 

Mr. D. M. HENSHAW said he had much pleasure in second- 
ing the vote of thanks—the more so because the President 
had chosen to present an Address which dealt with some of 
the most difficult problems which faced the carbonizing in- 
dustries at this moment. He had reminded them of his many 
contacts with their joint industries, and Mr. Henshaw was 
sure the members would join him in expressing the hope that 
Lord Ridley had enjoyed his term of office as President of 
their Society as much as he evidently did his public work and 
business activitiés in the Northern Counties. He ventured to 
suggest that Lord Ridley might prove not only a wise coun- 
cillor among them in their own domestic problems, but in a 
wider sphere where both National interests and those of the 
public were involved—such as the limitations imposed on the 
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Gas Industry in regard to the purchase of coal on the one 
hand, and methods of charging for gas on the other. They 
were pleased also to hear Lord Ridley’s views on the coke 
problem. The Gas Industry had sound reason to support 
the contention that a considerable increase in the substitution 
of graded coke for raw coal was immediately possible. Those 
of them who had seen the modern coke-consuming kitchen 
fires as used notably at Kensal House by the Gas Light and 
Coke Company, and which were supplied and sold by their 
members through the Industry, knew that coke utilization 
and smoke abatement might be largely secured by these 
means. Finally, he was sure they would all join with him in 
wishing Lord Ridley continued success in his public work 
both in local administration and at Westminster, where they 
had far too few champions of the national importance of the 
Gas Industry. 

The PRESIDENT expressed his appreciation of the vote of 
thanks for his Presidential Address,. which, he said, it had 
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given him the greatest interest to prepare. He acknowledved 
the help he had received in its preparation from the various 
organizations with which he was connected. 

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the President 
for presiding at the meeting, on the proposition of Col, 
O. B. F. Pranck. Lord Ridley’s conduct of the business of 
the meeting, said Col. Planck, was indicative of the great 
keenness which was always shown by their Presidents, which 
was further proved by the presence on that occasion of their 
immediate past-President, Sir Harold Hartley. They knew of 
the many calls upon Lord Ridley’s time and the heavy re- 
sponsibilities which rested upon his shoulders, and he was 
sure the members would like to express their sincere thanks 
to him for coming there that afternoon and helping them 
with their meeting, quite apart from the extremely interesting 
Address for which he had already received their thanks. He 
trusted the Society would not lose touch with Lord Ridley 
simply because his period of office was draw'ng to a close. 


Annual Dinner 


The Rt. Hon. Viscount Wormer, M.P., proposed “~The 
Society of British Gas Industries” and cgupled with the toast the 
name of the President. Commenting on the ramifications of the 
Gas Industry, Lord Wolmer said the members of the Society were 
the men who produced tre machinery and accessories on which 
that great Industry was dependent, and therefore they were in the 
inner secret of these things which were entirely beyond the com- 
prehension of John Citizen. All this, he said, led to the reflection 
of the intimate connexion which now existed, and would in- 
creasingly exist, between scientific industry and everything that 
counted and mattered in this world, and increasingly was that of 
importance in all fields of the political sphere. He did not know 
whether they had considered, in these anxious political times, 
some of the differences that existed between the situation to-day 
and that which obtained in 1914; clearly there were some im- 
mensely different factors in the situation, and it seemed to him 
that one of the most important was that, whereas 25 years ago 
military power was really the size of conscript armies, that was 
no longer the case. What was going to count, if ever a world 
struggle came, was the manufacturing and industrial capacity of 
the great nations. That factor must necessarily correspondingly 
increase the military power of highly industrial nations like our- 
selves or the United States. [Hear, hear.] That appeared to him 
to be one of the most comforting considerations in a prospect 
which was otherwise full of depression, and if we could continue 
to safeguard the trade and industry of this country and give full 
and free scope to that unrivalled genius which the people of these 
islands had for scientific invention, business organization, and 
efficient management, then the word of Great Britain must count 
for more and more in the counsels of the great nations of the 
world. [Hear, hear.] 

Among the industries which he had in mind there was none 
more important than the Gas Industry, and those who contributed 
towards its efficiency in the various mechanical accessories or 
instruments which they supplied and who devised the machinery 
for the manufacture of gas. Indeed, if it came to a auestion of 
hostilities, we should have to call on the Gas Industry for a very 
large part of the explosives that would be employed in the struggle. 
But what was much more important than that was that we should 
keep abreast of scientific development. Those who thought 
England was decadent were making the mistake of their lives. 
The men of this generation were just as capable of initiative. 
courage, and the resource to carry us through in a great crisis as 
were their predecessors, and if that ordeal should ever come upon 
us we should survive it by the efficiency and resource that we 
displaved in our industrial capacity, because that was the phase 
of military power which would count. It was true to say that 
the causes of peace and liberty for which England stood to-day 
were now in the hands of scientific industry more than ever they 
had been before, and depended upon the efficiency of our scien- 
tific industry, our capacity to keep abreast of the times, and our 
ability to provide men able to organize industry and blaze new 
paths through a forest of difficulties and perplexities. 


A Society to be Copied. 


The PRESIDENT, responding, said the members of the Society 
were manufacturers of many different kinds of appliances which 
had given extremelv fruitful results in association with those 
engaged in the distribution of gas, and it was a Society which 
might well be copied bv others engaged in different trades. It 
was only by co-operation and research that mutual benefits in 
trade could be secured. The industries which were served by the 
members of the Society were inevitably linked with what were 
known as the heavy industries—the industries of coal, iron, and 
steel and shipbuilding which had been, and still were, the main- 


stay of British prosperity. It was, however, vital in these indus- 
tries as well as in others that improvement should be maintained 
and processes kept up-to-date because the prominence which was 
secured by this country during the industrial revolution could not 
be ensured except in the face of the fiercest competition from 
abroad. Therefore, he regarded the work of the Society as point- 
ing the way, by co-operation and research, to maintaining the 
position of this country industrially. 

The Gas Industry had long been the subject of Parliamentary 
control in prices, conditions, and regulations generally, and he felt 
it was important that other industries should also begin to realize 
that they must organize and control themselves in the public 
interest. In the old days industrialists were of opinion that they 
had only their own businesses to consider and that they had no 
public responsibility, but we had unfortunately seen the results of 
that in many parts of the country. There were appalling sights 
still to be seen of areas which had been deserted by industry and 
left derelict, where the workpeople had been left to be unem- 
ployed or transferred. In his view it was possible in ‘most in- 
dustrial concerns to look ahead and to evolve a system which 
would be satisfactory both to the industrialists and the public at 
large. The regulation of trade by selling agreements, either 
voluntary or statutory, was spreading in every direction, and he 
believed it was agreed that the more any industry could organize 
itself on practical and sensible lines, the less chance there was of 
any organization being imposed upon it from outside without due 
consideration to the economic factors. [Applause.] 

We were going through a period of intense activity in some 
parts of industry. Nobody could really say how much of that 
was due directly or indirectly to the re-armament of this country. 
but he believed that when the re-armament activity either ceased 
or was reduced very drastically, there would. come a period when 
re-organization would be necessary for not only the heavy and 
staple industries, but also for industries of every sort, and it was 
in times such as those that the practical results of the work of a 
geal such as the Society of British Gas Industries would be 
elt. 


“The Guests.” 


Col. O. B. F. PLANCK, proposing *“ The Guests,” said it was a 
great pleasure to have with them Lord Wolmer who, apart from 
being a soldier, had been Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Trade and also Assistant Postmaster-General. They were also 
extremely glad to have with them Mr. Leslie Runciman, who had 
very wide interests, including shipping, banking, technical educa- 
tion, and—perhaps the greatest of all—aviation. It was a pleasure 
to welcome, also. General Sir Hugh Ellis, one of our most dis- 
tinguished soldiers and now taking a leading part in our civil 
defence scheme as Commissioner for the South-Western. Area. 
There were also many others present who were in the service of 
the Government or of local government bodies, and others en- 
gaged in scientific research and many other important industries. 
Perhaps special mention might be made of Sir Duncan Watson. 
who represented large and important electrical interests and was 
greatly respected in that industry. It might not be out of. place 
to suggest that the presence of Sir Duncan that evening signified 
that there was a desire on both sides for closer co-operation 
between the gas and the electrical industries. [Hear. hear.] There 
was another name which should be mentioned. and that was the 
name of Sir Francis Joseph, who, however. was scarcely a guest 
as he was the next President of the Society, and he assured Sir 
Francis that the members looked forward to having his advice 
and assistance during the next twelve months. 

Continuing, Col. Planck said he was not called upon to worry 
them with statistics regarding the Gas Industry, but he did wish to 
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point out that whatever the Society did it sought to do in co- 
operation. He regarded that as one of the most noticeable 
features of their corporate existence, and therefore it was a very 
special pleasure to him to mention the name of one who was a 
friend and counsellor to all in the Industry, Sir David Milne- 
Watson. It was 15 years since Sir David was President of the 


, Society, and at that time he built the bridge; how well he built it 


was to be seen in the position of the Industry as a whole to-day 
compared with what it was then. 

During the past vear there had been a review of research work 
in the Industry, and the work was entrusted to The Institution of 
Gas Engineers by the British Gas Federation, some of whose 
representatives were present. As Lord Wolmer had said, no in- 
dustry, and certainly not the country, could to-day afford to dis- 
regard the influence of science upon industry, and this reminded 
him that among their guests was Prof. Egerton, whom they would 
all congratulate on his appointment as Secretary of the Royal 
Society. From their joint deliberations on research they were 
very hopeful of great benefits to the Industry. and it was a pleasure 
to see so many members of the Institution present, including its 
President. Mr. Robert Robertson, and the immediate Past- 
President, Mr. Harold Smith. 

In conclusion, he said there were also present guests from the 
British Commercial Gas Association and other organizations as- 
sociated with the Industry, but there were too many of them to 
mention individually. However, on behalf of the Society he sin- 
cerely welcomed all the guests and coupled with the toast the 
names of the Hon. Leslie Runciman and Mr. Robertson. 


Pooling Knowledge. 


The Hon. LESLIE RUNCIMAN said the good that was done in all 
trades which had the good sense to organize themselves in the 
way the Society had done was becoming more and more apparent. 
and if there was one real conttibution to business methods which 
bodies such as the Society had made and were continuing to make, 
it was in dispelling the lamentable idea that each man’s business 
was a matter about which it behoved him to tell as little as 
possible to other people. If there was one way in which any of 
us were going to withstand competition, both within and without, 
it was by a very frank pooling of all the knowledge of scientific 
production and business management in the various industries 
which they served. It was difficult to exaggerate the beneficial 
effects of the work of a Society such as this in that direction. A 
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dinner such as this alone served the purpose of permitting a 
valuable exchange of views and opinions and information. 

Mr. ROBERT ROBERTSON, making the second response, first re- 
marked that, as Chairman of the Society, Col. Planck had been an 
unqualified success, and under his guidance the Society had 
flourished exceedingly. It was difficult adeauately to express ap- 
preciation of the value of the services which the members of the 
Society had rendered to the supply side of the Industry since the 
beginning of the gas era. From the very start the contractors 
had helped the supply side to buiid up the Industry not only in 
normal times but also in times of trial. When the Industry had 
to face severe competition, it was due to the pioneering efforts of 
the contractors in bringing out improved light, cooking, and heat- 
ing apparatus that the Industry as a whole was able to meet that 
competition which came from electricity. The introduction of the 
hire purchase system and the major improvements in the manu- 
facture and utilization of gas had been largely due to the initiative 
and enterprise of the contractors. He was very glad Col. Planck 
had referred to the effort which was now being made to combine 
forces for the promotion of research, and it was a sign of the 
times that at the present moment the Institution had one of the 
members of the Society—Sir Frederick West—as Vice-President 
and he wouid, in due course, become President. It was not with- 
out interest that quite a few of the members of the Society had 
been recruited from the ranks of the supply side. However, the 
supply side rejoiced in the prosperity of the contractors because it 
also meant prosperity for the supply people, and the guests of the 
Society sincerely hoped that that prosperity would long continue. 

Sir Haroitp HartTLey, F.R.S. (Vice-President), proposed “ The 
President,” and said that, although there were sometimes com- 
plaints of the lack of young leaders in industry of the post-war 
generation, they were fortunate in having present that evening 
two such men in the President and the Hon. Leslie Runciman. He 
wished to pay a tribute to the great work the President was doing 
on the North-East coast, where he guided the destinies of the 
Northumberland County Council, King’s College, Newcastle, and 
of the North-East Development Board, to say nothing of a num- 
ber of great industrial concerns. In that work he was showing 
the qualities of leadership which brought confidence to others. 
All that remained, concluded Sir Harold Hartley, was for him to 
thank the President once again for the work he had done for the 
Society and for his admirable Address at the meeting. 

The PRESIDENT briefly responded. 
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THE PRESIDENT. 


The operation of retort settings at the highest temperature 
which the refractory materials will safely withstand is finding 
less favour now than it did some years ago. That feverish 
desire to produce the maximum yield of gaseous therms per 
ton of coal carbonized is giving way to more rational methods 
of carbonization whereby a moderate yield of coal gas is 
produced accompanied by higher quality by-products in 
greater quantity. It has been well established that a much 
longer life of the settings results from working at tempera- 
tures substantially lower than the fusion point of the refrac- 
tory materials. 

Carbonizing plant remains unchanged in the essentials ex- 
cept for the recent development of the inte,mittent static 
vertical retort system which appears to have emerged at last 
from the embryo stage. This system has many advantages 
over the ordinary intermittent chambers; one being that it 
avoids the quenching of a large mass of incandescent coke 
with its attendant clouds of steam and dust and another 
being the absence of a large volume of gas issuing from the 
carbonizing chamber when a new charge is being introduced. 
In addition, the time required for carbonization in this new 
system is reduced and thus the output from the plant is 
increased. 

The carbonizing plant at Reading consists of three sec- 
tions of continuous vertical retorts of the following capaci- 
ties: 








Total Capacity per Day. 











Retort Type of No. of — 
House No. Plant. Retorts. Tons/D: xy j 
‘ons/Day. 3 | 
Coal, Tons. | Gas, Therms. 
ee Wests 40 2h 100 =| 8,000 
2 : 40 44 170 | 13,600 
3 W-D 24 10 240 | 19,200 
ets ss 104 ea 510 | 40,800 


No. 1 vertical retort installation was erected in 1921 and 
the retorts were rebuilt in 1925 and again in 1930. During 
the last few years this plant has been retained as an emer- 
gency standby, and as it is not equipped with mechanical 
coke handling plant consideration is now being given to the 
question of completely remodelling it on modern lines. 

No. 2 installation was erected in 1927 and was recon- 
structed in 1938, when the latest developments in construc- 
tion were incorporated. The retorts, arranged in five set- 
tings, are 40 in. x 10 in. at the top and 44 in. x 20 in. at 
the bottom by 25 ft. long, having a steaming chamber 44 in. 
x 40 in. 

The closed step-grate producers are intercoanected by a 
common producer gas main and they are equipped for breeze 
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Mr. Tran received his technical training at the Royal Technical College, Glasgow, 
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He held a similar appointment with the Coatbridge Gas Company from 
1931 to 1934 under Mr. George Braidwood, and with the Bath Gas Company from 
1934 to 1938 under Mr. J. Wesley Whimster. In June last year he was appointed 
Chief Assistant Engineer and Manager to the Reading Gas Company, where Mr. 
Douglas H. Helps is Director, Engineer, and Manager. Mr. Tran was awarded the 
Diploma of The Institution of Gas Engineers in 1932, and was President of the 
| Scottish Junior Gas Association (Western District) during the 1933-34 session. 


burning. Over 30% of breeze (0-3 in.) is regularly consumed 
with satisfactory results. The heating system consists of five 
combustion and five circulating chambers, the first circulating 
chamber being so arranged that it can readily be converted to 
a combustion chamber if required. 

Waste heat boilers in duplicate, each with an evaporative 
capacity of 24,000 gallons of water per day, deal with the 
waste gases from the settings. The supply for these boilers 
is sedimentary river water which, after filtration, is treated 
in a Permutit water softening plant to reduce it from about 
18° hardness down to 2°. 

Two high level sidings are extended inside the retort 
house, one-adjacent to the South end of Nos. 2 and 3 instal- 
lations and the other adjacent to the North end. Coal for 
No. 2 installation is handled from the South siding, is tipped 
into a double roll breaker driven by a 20 h.p. motor, and 
then elevated to the overhead storage hoppers by one of two 
lip bucket conveyors of 70 tons per hour capacity. The con- 
veyors, 376 ft. long, encircle the complete installation and 
can travel at a speed of 50 ft. per minute when fully loaded. 

The same conveyors are used for elevating the coke from 
the retorts to the screening plant and storage hoppers. Coke 
is screened into the various sizes by a rotary type screen. 
The hoppers are constructed of steel with hard burnt fire- 
brick lining. Chutes, equipped with debreezing screens, 
direct the coke into rail or road wagons. 

No. 3 installation was erected in 1933, and with the excep- 
tion of comparatively minor repairs in 1937 has been con- 
tinuously at work. 

Dampers are provided on each side of the major axis of 
each retort for producer gas, secondary air, and waste gas, 
thus giving independent heat control of individual retorts. 

The retorts are the standard 103 in. type constructed of 
silica with the exception of the tops and bottoms, which are 
of firebrick. Each retort is heated by a set of five vertical 
combustion flues on each side of the major axis. No re- 
generation or recuperation is provided other than that af- 
forded by the straight vertical secondary air flues between 
the minor axes of opposite retorts. 

The auxiliary coal hopper for each retort is provided with 
two coal valves to facilitate the distribution of the charge. 
The gas leaves the retorts through a cast iron offtake pipe 
and passes a mushroom valve before entering the foul main. 
where it is sprayed with hot liquor. The producers are of 
the closed step-grate type, interconnected by a common pro- 
ducer gas main and are equipped for burning up to 50% 
of breeze. 

The waste heat boiler attached to this installation has an 
evaporative capacity of 38,000 gallons of water per day, 
and when it is necessary to shut this boiler down for clean- 
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ing or repairs while the settings are still at work the waste 
gases can be passed to either of the spare waste heat boilers 
in No. 2 Retort House. A Lassen-Hjort water softening plant 
treats the water for this installation. 

Coal for this installation arrives on the North high level 
siding and is tipped into a single roll breaker driven by a 
30 h.p. motor. Twin lip bucket elevators of 90 tons per hour 
capacity elevate the coal to the overhead storage bunkers and 
the coke to the screening plant. The screens are of the 
vibratory type. An 18 in. rubber band conveyor driven by 
a reversible motor connects the screening plants of numbers 
2 and 3 installations so that in the event of a breakdown in 
one of the screens the coke can be taken across to the other 
screen. 


Liquor De-ammoniating Plant. 


Reading, like many other undertakings, found little, if any, 
profit in the manufacture of sulphate of ammonia, and the 
process was therefore discontinued in 1936. 

A Thorncliffe-Baldurie plant was then erected for concen- 
trating crude gas liquor to a strength of 20% NH. 

Steam is one of the principal items in the cost of manu- 
facture of concentrated gas liquor, and to reduce the high 
steam consumption when concentrating vertical retort liquor, 
which in our case was only about 7 to 8 oz., a liquor de- 
ammoniating plant was installed. This plant operates very 
satisfactorily and increases the strength of the liquor to about 
13 oz. As it is not very widely known, it is hoped that a 
brief description will be of interest. 

[The washing and de-ammoniating plant is quite distinct 
from the concentrating plant and was designed and erected 
by Messrs. W. C. Holmes & Co., Ltd., Huddersfield.] 

This plant is designed to strip 160 gallons of crude gas 
liquor per hour and is mounted on a light steel structure 
superimposed upon the static ammonia washer and arranged 
at a sufficient height to allow the stripped liquor to gravitate 
to the washer. The plant consists essentially of: 
to the washer. The plant consists essentially of: (a) Cast 
iron still. (b) Heat exchanger and cooler. (c) Condenser. 

(a) The still is of special design and is built up of four 
flanged cast iron cylinders bolted end to end to form one 
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bined heat exchanger and cooler of the concentric tube type 
built up of 1 in. and 2 in. diameter mild steel tubes approxi- 
mately 10 ft. long in the form of a double rack. Ten of 
these tubes form the liquor heat exchanger, and the remain- 
ing twenty tubes act as the final cooler. 

The crude feed liquor passes through the inner tubes and 
is preheated before entering the still by the stripped liquor 
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leaving the still and passing through the annular space be- 
tween the tubes. Cooling water is supplied to the inner 
tubes in the lower section of the rack for final cooling of 
the stripped liquor. 

(c) The vapour condenser consists of a coil of 3 in. dia- 
meter cast iron flanged pipes contained in a vertical mild 
steel cylinder 28 in. diameter. The cylinder forms a water 
jacket to the coil, the cold water entering <i the bottom of 
the cylinder and leaving at an overflow at the top. Vapour 
from the still enters at the top of the coil where it is con- 
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continuous vessel | ft. 6 in. diameter and 9ft. high. Inserted 
between the three flanged joints of the cylinder are cast iron 
annular plates each having a lip on the inner periphery and 
on each plate is a loose cast iron annular bevel ring. These 
rings assist the re-distribution of the descending liquor. The 
whole of the still body is filled with special carbon rings 
resting on a cast iron grid support at the base. Coke was 
originally used as the filling medium, but it was found after 
only a comparatively short period at work that the coke had 
disintegrated under the influence of the hot liquor and caused 
a complete blockage in the still. The carbon rings have 
proved highly satisfactory in service and resist the rigorous 
action of the hot liquor. 

The stripped liquor gravitates from the still to (b) a com- 





densed, and the resultant distillate, containing about 5% to 
10% NH; according to the degree of strip required, flows 
down through the coil, where it is cooled in the lower por- 
tion before it gravitates to the finished liquor storage well. 
The steam supply to the still is controlled by an “ Arca” 
regulator; the quantity admitted being governed by the 
vapour outlet temperature at the still head. 


Benzole Recovery. 


Much prominence has been given recently in the Technical 
Press to the subject of benzole recovery, and it is evident 
from the many written contributions that the majority of 
engineers are satisfied that the process is a profitable one. It 
is, however, unwise to dogmatize and say that for all under- 
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takings recovery of benzole will pay. So many factors affect 
the economics of the process that it is necessary for each 
undertaking to compile an independent balance sheet for its 
own case. So much information is now available on the 
subject that the preparation of a balance sheet should oc- 
casion little difficulty. , 

It is possible that before long every undertaking will be 
compelled to install a benzole plant as a national necessity, 
but it is much more satisfactory if we each realize the 
country’s need for benzole and install a plant without com- 
pulsion. 

The ‘“anti-benzolites” put forward the argument that al- 
ready the coke market is flooded and if benzole recovery is 
practised still more coke will be piled on to the already over- 
loaded stocks. If the consumption of coke by domestic and 
industrial consumers had reached saturation point we could 
agree with this argument, but surely it is a defeatist attitude 
to say that no more coke must be produced. 

We agree that a great deal more coke is produced as a 
result of benzole recovery, but we also know that the do- 
mestic consumer alone is capable of absorbing this extra coke. 
Therefore, should not our policy be still further to educate 
the domestic consumer in the use of coke for heating? 


Coke. 


The net cost of coal is influenced largely by the revenue 
from the sale of coke. An increase in this revenue may be 
obtained by a higher production of coke per ton of coal 
carbonized, provided the economics of gas production justify 
such a policy, also by greater economy in the use of ccke in 
the works and by an improvement in quality so that a higher 
price per ton may be commanded. 

With regard to the use of coke in the works for heating 
retort settings, manufacture of water gas, steam generation, 
&c., the value of the fuel is often not fully appreciated for 
the simple reason that it is a by-product in the manufacture 
of gas and has not to be separately purchased for cash as 
is the case of coal and other commodities. 

Producer fuel alone absorbs from 20 to 25% of the whole 
of the coke made, and a reduction of, say, 1 lb. of coke per 
100 lb. of coal carbonized would result in a saving of 
1,000 tons of coke in an undertaking carbonizing 100,000 tons 
of coal per annum. It is well to remember that every pound 
of coke saved means another pound of coke for sale. Let 
our motto be: “Look after the pounds and the tons will 
look after themselves.” 

The quality of coke depends on the quality of the coal 
from which it is produced, its treatment in the retort, and 
the efficiency of the screening plant. Attention to all of 
these factors is important, as no amount of screening will 
compensate for coke which has high ash and moisture per- 
centages or which has had the last atom of volatile matter 
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removed from it by over-carbonization. If we are to develo), 
and extend our market for coke, then the production of only 
the highest possible quality must be our first consideration. 
Secondly, we must be prepared to spend a great deal more 
on intelligent and attractive advertising and also on research 
to discover new uses for coke and to improve the existing 
coke consuming appliances. 

Heat units sold by the Gas Industry in the form of coke 
exceed those sold in the form of gas, yet the amount of 
money devoted to the preparation and marketing of coke 
is merely a fraction of that which is spent in the same way 
on gas. 

The London and Counties Coke Association is doing ad- 
mirable work and has recently extended its activities in other 
parts of the country, but even greater good would result by 
the extension of this organization. 

There is a great future for coke; the markets still unde- 
veloped are capable of absorbing much more coke than the 
Gas Industry can supply, but unless we are prepared to 
shake off our apathy and devote to solid smokeless fuel the 
same energy and enthusiasm which we apply to the selling 
of gas, then these markets will certainly go to our com- 
petitors. 

Test on Liquor De-Ammoniating Plant. 

Srrippinc PLant— 


Crude liquor to stripping plant .. ne 66-2 gallons per hour 
Free 3 eis at es 1-140 grammes per 100 c.c. 
Fixed NH; oe we 0-926 ‘- oy “ 
Total NH; i on =f 2-066 rE 
Partially concentrated liquor made oie : 19-5 gallons per hour 
Free NH; Bs eas es 3:55 grammes per 100 c.c. 
Specific gravity os - 1-034 
Stripped liquor ‘i ae ive ~ 82:0 gallons per hour 
Free NH, oe oe *e 0-0196 gramme per 100 c.c. 
Steam to still rs ee fz “ 5 Ib. per sq.in. 
Stillhead tempe ature ea x = 100 Cc. 
Water to cooler as ws us ch 90 gallons per hour 
; inlet temperature, 12° C. 
ye ae outlet temperature, 27° C. 
Stripped liquor to washer .. as : 5-2 Ib. per 1,000 cu.ft. 
gas 


Static AMMONIA WASHER— 
Gas—rate .. i es me ee 158,000 cu.ft. per hour at N.T.P 
Temperature at inlet, 64° F. 
at outlet, 62° F. 


Ammonia at inlet, 40-4 grammes per 100 cu.ft. 
4 at outlet, 0-8 gramme _,, Be 
Liquor feed to washer—free NHg . . .. = 0-0196 gramme per 100 c.c. 

* >” a Ist bay .. se 0-027 a A 

mi ¥ vs eae es 0-090 
me ae nf 3rd ,, os ty 0-120 ee 
av is a a -» = 0220 

; ” 9 hi ea -. = 0380 

” 9 6th .. oa Pe: 0-630 
es -» = 0970 a ie 
mn «se ee 1-340 grammes ,, 


AMMONIA BALANCE— 
; 158,000 | 39-6 
NH, removed from gas 00 x 7,000 


(1-3 — 0:02) 
100 


8-94 lb, per hour 


NH, absorbed by liquor 820 x 10-5 lb. per hour 
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‘*Foochow ’’ Paint Reviver. 


Most gas appliances such as gas fires, panel heaters, radiators, 
refrigerators, &c., lose some of their initial brilliance after they 
have been in service for some time. This is due to deposits of 
various types which collect on the surface of the enamel and 
cannot be removed by dusting or ordinary cleaning. 

To restore the appearance of the article to its original bright- 
ness, Messrs. Donald Macpherson & Co., Ltd., of Mitcham, Surrey, 
have produced a “ Foochow” Paint Reviver. A small quantity 
is sprinkled on a soft duster and well rubbed over the whole 
surface until it has dried. A final polish with a cloth completes 
the operation, and the enamel will have a brilliant gloss combined 
with a rich lustre. 

A thin protecting film is left on the enamel, which is of par- 
ticular value in the case of refrigerators subjected to a consider- 
able amount of handling. The reviver is quite harmless and is 
recommended to be used frequently. 


Portable Conveyors. 


Two portable conveyors are now being marketed by Mr. 
Georges Descamps, 29, Kings Chambers, Angel Street, Sheffield, 3. 
The “Transauto” is a strongly made machine for good rough 
work. The discharge angle is movable and can reach any range 
from 5 ft. 3 in. to 16 ft. 6 in., the latter being a really long dis- 
tance for a portable type, The hopper is of good dimensions, 
and is stationary at all times, not moving with the conveyor when 


it is lowered or raised, A 5 h.p. petrol engine, totally enclosed 
and protected provides the motive power, and while this size of 
engine is above the usual for this type of conveyor, the makers 
claim that the extra working cost for the larger sized engine is 
fully compensated in the smoothness and speed of working. 

Provision has been made for the lubricating of the rollers so 
that there will be a minimum of wear. Two cantilever springs 
take vibration and also allow easy and smooth moving of the con- 
veyor. The drawbar is also fitted with a spring. 

The. “ Perfecta” is a lighter portable conveyor, principally for 
hand loading, and it is claimed that with this machine a man can 
load a 10-ton truck in an hour. Of course, more than one man 
can be employed at a time, the output increasing correspondingly. 
They are produced on mass production lines with 20 in. or 24 in. 
belts. For sand and gravel, 20 in. is considered quite suitable. 
It is designed to work at three heights, the alteration from one 
height to another being easily and expeditiously done. The 
bottom and top rollers are on ball bearings, and the motor speed 
reducer also has ball bearings. The wheels are large to facilitate 


movement. They can be had either for a.c. current or with petrol 
engines. 


British Aluminium Company’s Dublin Branch. 


The British Aluminium Company, Ltd., have opened a branch 
office and warehouse at Abbey Buildings, Middle Abbey Street, 
Dublin (Telephone Number: Dublin 22966), under the manage- 
ment of Mr. D. E. Cottrell. 
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Enquiry by House 


A Select Committee of the House of Lords began an enquiry on 
Tuesday, May 9, into the effect of the acquisition by holding 
companies of gas, electricity, and water undertakings which oper- 
ate under statutory restrictions imposed in the public interest. 

The Committee consists of Lord Sankey (Chairman), Lord 
Teynham, Lord Addison, Earl Clanwilliam, the Marquis of Bath, 
Earl Iddesleigh, Lord Swinfen, Viscount Swinfen, Viscount Buck- 
master, and Lord Doverdale. - 

The Committee was appointed by the House of Lords on the 
following motion of Lord Onslow (Chairman of Committees in 
the House of Lords): 


That a Select Committee be appointed to consider in the 
case of gas, electricity, and water undertakings operating 
under enactments containing provisions regulating the raising 
of capital, the borrowing of money, the charges to be made, 
or the relation between dividends and prices charged, whether 
the control of or by such undertakings by or of another body 
(statutory or otherwise) can impair the efficiency of such pro- 
visions; and whether, in the case of Bills or Orders relating 
to any of such undertakings and promoted for the purpose, 
inter alia, of obtaining or increasing capital or borrowing 
powers, provisions should be made for the control of the 
exercise of such powers as to terms or form; and to report 
what, if any, modifications or additions to the provisions 
usually inserted in local Acts and Orders should be made with 
a view to their incorporation in future Bills and Orders relat- 
ing to gas, electricity, and water undertakings. 


The CHAIRMAN, in opening the proceedings, said this was a 
somewhat peculiar enquiry, as there were no promoters and the 
Committee was not enquiring into any alleged offences. They 
were trying to see if thera were any possibilities of abuse in the 
operation of holding companies, and sought the assistance of all 
concerned to decide whether there should be any special legisla- 
tion in that connexion. 

(The gas, electricity, and water interests were all represented 
by Counsel, as were the Association of Municipal Corporations 
and the Urban District Councils Association, who had been in- 
vited to take part in the proceedings and give such assistance to 
the Committee as they could. It was decided to take the obser- 
vations on behalf of the Gas Industry first.) 


The Case for Gas Holding Companies. 


Mr. R. EVERSHED, K.C., who, together with Mr. H. Royston 
Askew, appeared for the Association of Gas Holding Companies 
said it had as members most of the substantial limited liability 
companies which hold a controlling interest in a number of gas 
undertakings, statutory and otherwise, and the Association had 
been formed for the purpose of enabling these companies to con- 
duct their businesses not only to their own advantage but to the 
advantage of the consumers of gas in the various areas. It was 
the contention of the Association that the operations of the hold- 
ing companies had been of distinct benefit to the consumers and 
also to the constituent companies, and it would be the submission 
on behalf of the Association that in the Memorandum which had 
been submitted to the Committee by the Board of Trade no case 
had been made out for making any alteration in the law by 
reason of the entry into the Gas Industry of the system of holding 
companies which had had the effect of associating a number of 
gas companies together. 

That submission, Counsel continued, he would put under four 
heads. The first was that the Committee had in effect been asked 
to suggest some form of legislation which would ensure that the 
directors of gas companies were both honest and competent. No 
doubt it was most desirable that directors of such companies, or, 
indeed, of all companies, should be both honest and competent. 
but so far it had eluded the skill of any legislation to do that 
successfully. As a matter of fact, unless some very clear case of 
abuse was made out, the legislature had always avoided interfer- 
ence with the internal management of companies. 

The second point on which the gas companies rather relied was 
that when the Committee came to look a little at the history of 
the Gas Industry they would find that during he period of years 
since the War there. had been a number of enquiries by different 
bodies, including Joint Select Committees of Parliament, and con- 
sistently the view had been taken that the Gas Industry should be 
relieved of fetters which had been imposed upon it many years 
earlier when the circumstances were quite different. Therefore, 
in the submission of the Gas Industry the present was not the 
time to reverse that process and to put upon the Industry some 
fetters which it did not already have to bear. 

The third point he wished to make was perhaps a rather ob- 
vious generalization which, however, was not without importance. 
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It was that it was not the practice, and it was not right, to legis- 
late unless there was some real mischief which it was desired to 
remedy. If the Memorandum of the Board of Trade was read 
carefully it would be seen that the Board did not know of any 
real cases of mischief having occurred due to the operations of 
holding companies in the Gas Industry. 

The fourth point he wished to make was that there was already, 
for the protection of the consumer, a sufficient and proper check 
upon the activities of the operating companies, and this check 
was of two kinds. There was first of all the very real check 
that existed by reason of the very severe competition which the 
Gas Industry had to face from electricity. In 1937, a Joint Com- 
mittee of the two Houses of Parliament considered the question 
of gas prices and it was very clearly stated in the Report of that 
Committee that the real check upon an undue rise in the price of 
gas was to be found in the competition to which the Gas Indus- 
try was subjected. 

There was, however, a second check, and that was to be found 
in gas legislation as it existed to-day. For example, if a locai 
authority took the view that a gas company was charging too high 
prices, it could bring the matter before the Board of Trade and 
ask the Board to make an Order which would have the effect of 
compulsorily reducing the price of gas. He submitted that that 
was a real check in the hands of those responsible for looking 
after the interests of the consumers whereby a company could he 
prevented from any exploitation of the consumers. 

Counsel then came to the Memorandum of the Board of Trade. 
This gave a general review of the legislation governing the supply 
of gas at the present time and pointed out possibilities of the 
operations of holding companies tending to enable statutory cotn- 
panies which they controlled to evade the various restrictions 
which had been placed upon the operating companies. 


Control of Borrowing. 


Attention was first called to the suggestion in the Memorandum 
that a holding company might lend money not secured on the 
undertaking and at an uncontrolled rate of interest, thereby evad- 
ing any statutory provisions regulating rates of dividend and in- 
terest, the periodical revision by Parliament of the Company's 
powers by which revision was secured by the necessity for periodi- 
cally applying for increased authorized capital and borrowing 
powers, and the regulation of the price of gas, by reason of the 
fact that interest was charged before calculating dividends. The 
Board suggested that the amount borrowed by an operating com- 
pany should not exceed at any time 50%, of the amount of the 
paid-up share capital plus premiums, and that interest should not 
be paid at a higher rate than 5%, per annum, or such higher rate 
as the Board of Trade might approve, and Counsel said the Gas 
Industry fully accepted that recommendation, but it would be an 
unfair fetter on companies to prevent them obtaining an overdraft 
from the bank or even from a holding company. 

He submitted that although at the present time an operating 
company might obtain an overdraft from the bank which was in 
excess of the total amount it was entitled to borrow, there was no 
evidence that the holding company system had rendered this prac- 
tice more prevalent or at any rate produced anything which could 
conceivably be called abuse. It might be true that where there 
was a holding company there was a lender who would not be 
available otherwise to a small operating company, but there was 
no evidence that the holding company system had produced any 
effective change in_the practice in regard to borrowing. At all 
events, the Gas Industry was perfectly willing that there should 
be a limitation on, the rate of interest paid on borrowed moncy, 
whatever the source. In saying this, however, he emphasized 
that in the Gas Industry there could be no suggestion of the hold- 
ing companies getting a high rate of interest and putting into their 
own pockets money which would otherwise be available for divi- 
dends in the operating company or reducing the price of gas. 

Another important matter touched upon in the Board of rade 
Memorandum, continued Mr. Evershed, was the possibility of 
charging excessive commission for purchases made through, or 
services rendered by, a holding company. The same sort of thing 
could be done through an individual, and, of course, it would be 
very near dishonesty, yet he doubted whether anybody would ever 
be able to legislate to prevent it happening. However, the Memo- 
randum pointed out that in the case of holding companies in the 
Gas Industry no such case was known, and again he urged that 
where there was no evidence of mischief being done things should 
be left as they were and that nothing should be done to interfere 
with the internal management of these undertakings. 

Reference was then made in the Memorandum to holding com- 
panies paying excessive prices for shares of operating companies 
and excessive compensation for loss of office to existing directors 
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and officials of companies in order to gain control in competition 
with some other holding company. It was stated in the Memo- 
randum that, although the Board of Trade had no definite evidence 
to offer to the Committee on these matters, there was a belief in 
some sections of the Industry that during the last six years prices 
had been offered by holding companies for shares of statutory gas 
companies greatly in excess of the market value, and compensation 
had been paid by holding companies to directors and officials of 
companies whose shares the holding companies had wished to ac- 
quire, at rates which were in excess of those which were allowed 
when purchase of one gas undertaking by another was permitted 
by Special Order. It was added in the Memorandum that offers 
of excessive Compensation might be made to persuace otherwise 
resuctant directors to recommend their shareholders to sell their 
shares to a holding company, and the Board expressed a belief 
that in some cases a holding company had succeeded in obtaining 
control of a gas company’s undertaking when a neighbouring gas 
undertaker or another holding company, which would have given 
better service to gas consumers, had in the circumstances refused 
to compete or been successful. 

With regird to this matter, Counsel said that investigations had 
failed to throw any light on this suggestion and he was instructed 
that so far as the companies in his Association were concerned 
those suggested bids did not take place. At the same time, he 
asked what was recommended to be done. The Board of Trade 
was unable to suggest a clause which would effectively prevent an 
outside person paying more for the shares of an operating com- 
pany than they were worth on the market. But supposing a clause 
to prevent this was inserted, it meant inevitably that the maximum 
would become the minimum and it would be necessary to consider 
where such a clause would lead, It would mean limiting the re- 
muneration which directors should receive and gradually legisla- 
tion would interfere with the ordinary internal domestic manage- 
ment of a company. Again, said Mr. Evershed, he submitted that 
in the absence of any evidence of abuse taking place, it was not 
right for the legislature to interfere with the domestic management 
of the Gas Industry. 

On Wednesday, May 10, the Chairman handed to Mr. Evershed, 
as representing the gas companies, a series of questions which he 
said the Committee would like dealt with either by way of com- 
ment by Counsel or through the witnesses to be called. 

Mr. EVERSHED, arising to some extent out of these questions, 
continued to address the Committee before calling his evidence. 
and on the question of the possibility of holding companies, for 
instance, selling coal to the operating companies at too high a 
price, or charging for services at undue rates, said the Board of 
Trade under present legislation had full control and supervision 
of the accounts of operating companies and was therefore in a 
position to check anything of this kind taking place. Moreover, 
there had never been any suggestion that such practices had been 
resorted to yet. 

Indicating that Sir David Milne-Watson would be called as a 
witness and would also speak on behalf of the National Gas 
Council, Mr. Evershed intimated that Sir David would indicate 
certain directions in which the Gas Industry would be willing to 
accept modifications of existing legislation. On the question of 
inspection of holding companies’ accounts, he suggested that this 
did not come within the terms of reference to the Committee, be- 
cause the Committee was asked to suggest what clauses might be 
inserted in the Model Bill, and the holding companies were limited 
liability companies. 


Purchase of Goods. 


The first question, however, was to consider and define what 
was a holding company, and he would go further and ask what 
there was that justified the legislature passing special Acts and 
Statutes directed at holding companies in so far as they were hold- 
ing companies of gas undertakings as opposed to holding com- 
panies of other commercial concerns which might be just as im- 
portant. Then there was the question of the purchase of goods. 
If by means of bulk purchases the holding company was able to 
buy, say, coal, at X price, and sold it to the operating company 
at X + Y price, and put a certain amount of profit into its own 
pocket what could be done to prevent that? The point was who 
was to decide that the Y part of the price was not a fair return for 
the services rendered by the holding company in buying coal in 
bulk at a cheaper price than the individual small operating com- 
panies could do. Before the legislature could embark on that 
kind of interference with the management of companies, it would 
have to be satisfied that there was in fact a real mischief, but he 
believed the Committee would be satisfied from the witnesses he 
would call that not only was the small operating company bene- 
fiting by these bulk purchases but that at least they did not have 
the effect of throwing on the consumer additional burdens. 

Incidentally, counsel remarked that the Government had thought 
it a good thing for the coal mining industry that there should be 
amalgamations, and he impressed upon the Committee that one 
of the main objects of holding companies in the Gas Industry was 
to amalgamate the smaller and less efficient undertakings and so 
give a better supply of gas to the public at cheaper prices. Never- 
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theless, the holding companies were in business to make profits, 
but profits could only be made by improving the organization of 
the operating companies, which, in turn, inevitably benefited tite 
public. Yet, no case had.been put forward in which the existence 
of the holding companies had extracted profits for services ren- 
dered to the operating companies in regard to such a matter as 
bulk purchases. 

Dealing with, the point that there was a possibility, through the 
existence of holding companies, of the operating companies coming 
to Parliament at less frequent intervals than was now the case, 
and therefore evading the present measure of Parliamentary con- 
trol, Mr. Evershed referred, as an example, to the South Eastern 
Gas Corporation, which, he said, controls 27 gas undertakings, and 
during the period of its existence the constituent companies had 
been before Parliament as frequently as they did before the holding 
company came into existence. 

The series of questions which were put forward for comment 
from the Committee (inasmuch as a gas holding company did not 
file information with the Board of Trade) asked how the Board 
of Trade could know whether the following occurred: 


1. Charges for Management or Technical Services— 

(a) If a holding company or one of its non-statutory sub- 
sidiaries spends £20,000 in salaries and other expenses, what 
is there to prevent it from charging £5,000 to each of six 
— gas companies for services rendered, or £30,096 
in all? 

(b) How is the Board of Trade to know that those services have 
cost each subsidiary 50% more than they cost the holding 
company; can the Board under the present law take any 
action? 

(c) Would inspection of the accounts of the holding company 
and of its non-statutory subsidiaries show this up? 


. Central Purchasing by the Holding Company— 

(a) If a holding company or its non-statutory subsidiary com- 
pany does all the purchasing for the Group, what is there 
to prevent it from charging the goods out to its statutory 
subsidiaries at prices which show a profit to the holding 
company? 

(b) Assume coal bought at 30s, per ton. What is to prevent 
the holding company from selling to the subsidiary at 35s.” 
When the Board of Trade examines the returns of the sub- 
sidiary company, how is the Board to know that this. was 
not due to inefficient buying but to the holding company’s 
profit on the transaction? 

(c) If the accounts of the holding company and its non-statu- 
tory companies were subject to inspection by the Board, 
would not such a matter immediately become apparent’ 


. Capital Works performed by Holding Company or Associated 
Construction Company 


(a) If a holding company or one of its non-statutory subsidi- 
aries does capital works for a statutory subsidiary and 
spends in wages, raw materials, supervision charges, and the 
like sum of £50,000, what is there to prevent it from charg- 
ing £70,000 to the subsidiary? 

Could the Board of Trade know or challenge this from 
the returns of the subsidiary? 

(b) If the above happens, the subsidiary will have to write off 
£70,000 against profits over a period of years as the capital 
works go through the process of wearing out. In other 
words, the subsidiary’s profits over a period of years will 
be charged with £20,000 of expenses which represent a clear 
profit to the holding company in the year when the work 
was done. 

(c) Could this become apparent to"the Board of Trade if they 
had the right to information on the accounts of the hold- 
ing companies and their non-statutory construction com- 
panies? 


4. Transfer of Profitable Functions to Non-Statutory Companies 


Is there anything to prevent a gas holding company from 
arranging— 


(a) That a subsidiary statutory gas company which previously 
supplied gas fittings to consumers or did gas-fitting work for 
consumers at a profit shall hereafter cease to do this and 
that the holding company or a non-statutory subsidiary shall 
do this profitable work in future? 

(b) That a subsidiary statutory gas company which has hitherto 
done its own maintenance work or has employed its own 
gangs of employees for effecting capital works for itself 
shall in future pay the holding companies or a non-statutory 
company for doing this, the performer making a profit on 
the new business at the expense of the statutory company? 

(c) That the business of gas production of a statutory com- 
pany should be diverted to a non-statutory company by 
transferring the function of gas production toa bulk supply 
company and arranging for the price for bulk supply to be 
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so fixed as to give the bulk supply company (and therefore 
the holding company) a large profit? 

(d) Would the supply of information by the holding company 
and its non-statutory subsidiaries be of assistance in draw- 
ing these matters to the notice of the Board of Trade if they 
were to occur? 


Sir David Milne-Watson’s Evidence. 


Sir David MILNE-WATSON (President of the National Gas Coun- 
cil, Governor of the Gas Light and Coke Company, and Chairman 
of the South Eastern Gas Corporation) gave evidence, in the 
course of which he quoted figures indicating the magnitude of the 
Gas Industry in this country. He emphasized that the Gas Indus- 
try had absolutely no monopoly, in view of the keen competition 
it had to face. 

It had been suggested, he said, that the proper way in which to 
ensure effective co-operation in the Industry was by amalgamation 
rather than by holding companies. During the last 18 years, how- 
ever, there had been some 60 amalgamations, averaging about 
three per annum, so that it did not seem that amalgamations were 
proceeding very rapidly. There might be a stage at which amalga- 
matiov's became too big, and there was also the point that a com- 
pany am:ulgamated by another would lose its identity; that might 
not matier in some cases, but it might in some provincial areas, 
where there were very natural jealousies, and the undertakings 
wished to retain their identities. Further, a Special Order under 
the Gas Undertakings Acts must be obtained to authorize an amal- 
gamation, and the process was slow and expensive. 

Mr. EVERSHED commented that the Board of Trade returns gave 
a figure of 150 companies having been taken over by holding 
companies. 

Sir Davip MILNE-WATSON, continuing his evidence, said he had 
asked a friend in the Gas Industry whether he would resent cer- 
tain gas companies being taken over by a holding company. The 
reply was that he would not resent it, and that the result would 
be to stir them up. 

Having discussed the advantages arising from the existence of 
holding companies he dealt with matters arising out of the Memo- 
randum presented by the Board of Trade. Sir David said he could 
not imagine anything more disastrous than for the companies to 
be deprived of the power to borrow money temporarily, If new 
capital had to be raised for purposes for which ordinarily money 
was borrowed, the companies would be handicapped for all time. 
For example, if gas undertakings had not power to borrow, how 
would they finance A.R.P.? Should A.R.P. wait until the gas 
undertakings could raise money economically? Another example 
of the importance of the ability to borrow was the financing of 
the hire purchase of enamelled gas cookers and fires to replace 
the black apparatus. The change had imposed a temporary 
financial burden, and that was a very good justification for tem- 
porary borrowing. The necessity for temporary borrowing was 
greater to-day than ever it had been before. Unsecured bor- 
rowing did not enable an undertaking to avoid asking Parliament 
or the Board of Trade for increases of capital powers. Indeed. 
the exercise of borrowing powers might result in undertakings go- 
ing to Parliament or to the Board of Trade more frequently; the 
very fact that they had to spend the money they were borrowing 
made it necessary for them to ask for more powers from time to 
time. It would be necessary to go to Parliament more often than 
formerly simply because the holding companies had stirred some 
undertakings into life. 

As to the Board of Trade proposal to limit interest, he said 
he knew of no case in which the rate of interest paid had been 
as high as 5%; so that he was willing to accept a limitation of 5%. 

As to the possibility of a holding company making a high charge 
to subsidiaries for management and technical services, he agreed 
with Counsel that if the Board of Trade made use of its powers 
to require the accounts to be submitted in a particular form, it 
could ascertain what was in fact paid by any subsidiary for such 
services. 

On the general question as to whether accounts should be sub- 
mitted to the Board of Trade by holding companies as by statu- 
tory gas companies, he pointed out in the first place that the 
accounts of a holding company were drawn up according to the 
provisions of the Company’s Act and were available for anyone 
to see. He considered it undesirable that a holding company in 
the Gas Industry should be subjected to enquiries such as did not 
apply to holding companies in other industries. One did not 
accept trammels in business unnecessarily, The holding com- 
panies were out to make the Gas Industry successful in competition 
with electricity and oil; but they could not do that if they did 
the wrong things which it was suggested might possibly be done, 
because those things would impose a financial burden which 
would mean increasing the price of gas. 

On Thursday, May 11, Sir David Milne-Watson continued his 
evidence and was further questioned both by members of the 
Committee and his Counsel, Mr. Evershed, on the points put for- 
ward by the Chairman on the previous day. 

Sir David remarked that although there was, of necessity, 
always the possibility of some of the things referred to happen- 
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ing, and they might be applied to holding companies generally 
outside the Gas Industry, in the Gas Industry the position, in his 
view, was at present sufficiently safeguarded not only by the 
Statutes under which the operating companies worked but also 
by the further control of the Board of Trade over the accounts 
and the powers given to local authorities to scrutinize gas com- 
panies’ accounts. At the present moment everything done by 
the operating companies was revealed to the Board of Trade, and 
if, for example, the Board of Trade considered that: unduly high 
charges were being made in any of the respects to which attention 
had been called, then it could challenge the figures. The accounts 
of the holding companies were made up from the accounts of the 
operating companies and he was inclined to feel that for the hold- 
ing companies to have to submit their accounts to the Board of 
Trade would be another trammel and would cost time and money 
and, so far as he could see, without any useful result or provid- 
ing any better check than existed at the present time. It would 
be against the interests of holding companies to do any of 
the things which had been suggested as possible, for they would 
have the effect of increasing the price of gas and so retarding 
business development. 

Mr. EVERSHED, interposing, remarked that the question of how 
much profit a holding company made was quite beside the point. 
The question of profits could only arise if the price of gas was 
being raised to the consumer, and his submission was that not 
only would this be bad business management on the part of the 
holding companies, but in the case of the holding companies 
which he represented there was no case of that having been the 
effect. 

Sir David Milne-Watson, in answer to further questions, said 
the rate of interest charged by the holding companies in the 
Association was 4°. He added that he knew of no case where 
there had been an increase in directors’ fees by operating com- 
panies because the holding company had come in and the general 
policy of the holding companies was to leave the directors’ fees 
as they had previously existed. Again, submitting that the hold- 
ing companies now in existence were carrying out a policy which 
was, and would be, to the benefit of the consumer, Sir David said 
the country was so mapped out now from the point of view of 
the existing holding companies that there.was very little chance 
of speculative holding companies, desiring to do what was 
suggested in the questions put from the Committee, being able 
to come into existence. The ground was already so well covered 
by holding companies which, in his view, were carrying out a 
straightforward and legitimate policy in the interests of the de- 
velopment of the use of gas from the point of view of the con- 
sumer as well as that of the shareholders. 

Commenting on the possibility of the payment of excessive 
compensation to directors of operating companies when a holding 
company came in, Sir David said the general policy of the hold- 
ing companies when they bought another company was to get 
the existing directors to retire and make room for directors ap- 
pointed by the holding company, and to achieve that object it 
was, of course, necessary to pay compensation. At no time, how- 
ever, had more than 7-vears’ compensation, been paid and gener- 
ally it was a matter of bargaining to keep the compensation down 
to the lowest figure 

It was mentioned by Sir David that the enly holding company 
which was outside the Association of Holding Companies when 
this enquiry started had since applied for membership and the 
Association now could be said to have a 100° membership. He 
added that the holding company movement started in 1932 and 
was growing in that more subsidiary companies were being taken 
over. 

Following Sir David Milne-Watson’s evidence, 

Mr. W. CraiG HENDERSON, K.C., addressed the Committee on 
behalf of the Incorporated Association of Electric Power Com- 
panies and a number of electricity suppiy companies. He said 
that holding companies had constituted one of the greatest assets 
for the benefit of the public in regard to electricity supply. 





Willing’s Press Guide* 


All of the features which have proved so popular in past issues 
of “ Willing’s Press Guide” have been retained in the sixty- 
sixth annual edition. The experience gained in earlier years that 
the system of recording information in a compact form to facili- 
tate ease of reference meets with the approval of subscribers, 
and this policy has again been followed. The success of this 
method is substantiated by the increasing demand for copies made 
each year. 

Considerable care has been exercised throughout the task of 
checking and collating the data printed concerning each publi- 
cation, and numerous sources of information have been searched 
in a never-ceasing effort to trace new publications. 


* 66th Edition. Willing’s Press Service, Ltd., Willing House, 356-364, 
Gray's Inn Road, London, W C.1. Price 2s. 6d. 
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COMPANY MEETING 


May 17, 1939 


United Kingdom Gas Corporation, Ltd. 


The Fourth Ordinary General Meeting of the United 

Kingdom Gas Corporation, Limited, was held on May I! at 

the Institute of Chartered Accountants, Moorgate Place, 

London, E.C. Mr. R. B. H. OTTLEY (the Chairman of the 
Corporation) presided. 


The REPRESENTATIVE OF SECRETARIES (Messrs. Close Brothers, 
Ltd.), having read the notice convening the meeting and the 
report of the auditors, 

[The CHAIRMAN said: The accounts for the year under review 
have been in your hands for some time. They reflect a further 
growth of your Corporation during the year, which has not been 
quite so rapid as in the two previous years, since, during the 
year under review, it has been our aim to consolidate our position 
in the areas in which our main activities are centred. The in- 
creases of £724,000 in the cost of investments in subsidiary com- 
panies and of some £50,000 in the cost of other investments 
relate principally to investments in undertakings situated in these 
areas. 


All-Round Increase in Income. 


The revenue account reflects an all-round increase in income 
as a result of the acquisition of these further investments. | 
should perhaps mention that no income has been received in 
respect of the moneys which we have so far invested in the West 
Yorkshire Gas Distribution Company and in the Hemsworth and 
United Kingdom Coke Oven Company, Limited, as these Com- 
panies have not yet commenced operations. 

I feel that special reference should also be made to the revenue 
position of our constituent undertakings. As has been men- 
tioned in the Directors’ report and in the accounts now before 
you, it has been necessary to draw to a certain extent on ac- 
cumulated revenue balances in some of the subsidiary companies, 
and | think such action is justified in an Industry such as ours, 
where changing conditions cannot always readily be provided for 
in advance, and there is a necessary time lag in adjusting charges 
to meet increased costs. 

During the year under review we have.been faced with more 
or less all-round increases in costs. This burden has been par- 
ticularly heavy in the case of our principal item of cost—namely, 
coal—and so far it has only to a small extent been passed on 
to the consumers. Also, this condition has to a certain degree 
been brought about by the amounts charged in the accounts of 
the subsidiary companies in respect of expenditure which we have 
felt it expedient to make out of revenue on maintenance and 
renewals, which amounted in the past years to no less a figure 
than £267,000. This expenditure has been incurred with a view 
to increasing the efficiency of the constituent undertakings, and 
we are hopeful that it should amply repay us in savings to be 
effected in manufacturing and distribution costs in the future. 


Sales Campaigns. 


Sales campaigns have been in operation in most of our areas, 
in many cases organized by our Managers in collaboration with 
our central administration, making use of and utilizing our ex- 
pert sales staff. The increase in turnover for appliances in cer- 
tain instances has been nothing less than remarkable. On six 
companies in the Lancashire district the sales of appliances for 
the year 1938 amounted to £56,495, as compared with a figure 
of £27,411 for the year 1937, an increase of no less than £29,084, 
or 107%. In the area of the Radcliffe and Farnworth District 
Gas Company the increased value of appliances sold amounted 
to £24,644, equivalent to no less than 201% over the previous 
year. 

When I last addressed you I referred to the important develop- 
ment which we proposed to initiate in the West Riding of York- 
shire—namely, the proposed co-ordination of gas supplies from 
gas-works and coke ovens by means of a gas network. 

We were successful in obtaining Parliamentary powers as a 
result of which we have formed a new statutory subsidiary, the 
West Yorkshire Distribution Company. The gas grid will link 
up 18 undertakings controlled by the Corporation in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, and draw supplies from existing coking 
and gas plants, and also from a new coking plant which is being 
erected by the Hemsworth and United Kingdom Coke Oven 
Company, Ltd., in which we have a 40% interest. 


It is anticipated that the coke ovens of this Company will 
commence to operate in August next, and there will be available 
for the grid a maximum of 14,500,000 cu.ft. per day from all 
four coking plants. 

The mains of the West Yorkshire Gas Distribution Company, 
which vary in size from 24 in. diameter maximum to a minimum 
of 10 in., total in length 75 miles, 52} miles of which are practi- 
cally completed. The work of laying down these mains has 
been carried out within the short space of three months; during 
the latter stages from one to 14 miles per working day was being 
laid. The whole of the work has been carried out by and under 
the supervision of the staff of our central administration, and 
constitutes an engineering record of which we may be jusily 
proud. 

The grid scheme is the first of its kind and differs from that 
of the Sheffield Gas Company—which was laid down some eight 
years ago to collect surplus crude coke-oven gas mainly for use 
by the Sheffield Gas Company—in that it will convey, both 
through the areas under the Corporation’s control and those not 
so controlled, clean and purified gas which can be drawn from 
the grid for use at any point, the source of this supply being both 
from coke ovens and gas companies, the gas being purified in all 
cases at its source. 

The availability of two sources of supply of gas through the 
grid will enable the constituent companies not only to obtain 
their existing requirements, but to meet the large potential de- 
mand for trade and industry at present existing at prices that will 
leave a satisfactory margin of profit. 

I am able to say that, in many instances, negotiations for new 
industrial loads are well advanced, and will have been completed 
by the time the addjtional supplies of gas are available through 
the grid in August. 

The result of this development work will begin to be felt 
during the latter part of the present year. It will not, however, 
be until 1940 that the financiai advantage will be apparent. 

I need hardly mention that the expenditure incurred and to be 
incurred in the present year cannot but have a prejudicial effect 
on the results for the years 1938 and 1939. 

During the past year an Act of Parliament confirming the 
purchase of the publicly owned undertaking of the Radcliffe and 
Little Lever Joint Gas Board has been obtained by our Farn- 
worth Gas Company, which has now become the Radcliffe and 
Farnworth District Gas Company. In addition a Board of Trade 
order has been obtained by the Hyde Gas Company confirming 
the purchase of the gas undertakings of the Dukinfield Corpora- 
tion and the Denton Urban District Council, the amalgamated 
undertakings being renamed the North Cheshire and District Gas 
Company. The Elland-cum-Greetland Gas Company has _ been 
acquired during the year. 


Growth_of Gas Sales. 


The total sales of gas by our constituent companies during the 
year under review show an increase of 2°3°%, on the previous 
year. From the point of view of climatic and trade conditions 
generally, 1938 was not a good. year for gas sales. The share- 
holders will be pleased to hear, however, that our sales efforts 
are beginning to show substantial results, and the increase in 
total sales for the first quarter of the current year was no less 
than 7°86%. 

Our sales of gas to domestic and industrial consumers are, as | 
have stated, generally on the increase, and this is particularly 
marked in those undertakings which we have recently taken over 
from local authorities, and in this connexion it may be of in- 
terest to our shareholders to learn that in the area taken over 
from the Dukinfield Corporation the largest annealing furnace 
ever erected for operation on town gas has recently been instalied 
in large engineering works. 

During the past year we have secured eight new and substan- 
tial contracts for public lighting, of which five are for a period 
of 10 years and three for a period of five years. 

We have impressed on our constituent companies the necessit) 
for the adoption of saics promotional tariffs, and to assist in their 
investigation in connexion therewjth we have taken on to the stafl 
of our central administration an economics expert who has made 
a Close study of the economics of public utility tariffs in this 
country and the U.S.A. 


Further Purchases and Amalgamations. 


We have further pursued our policy of the amalgamation and 
consolidation of companies. The opportunity has been taken, 
in seeking the confirmation of the purchase of the gas undertak- 
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ing of the Morley Corporation, to amalgamate the undertakings 
of Drighlington and East Ardsley subsidiaries; three undertakings 
will, therefore, form the new Morley Gas Company. The order 
for the confirmation of the Ellesmere Port purchase will effect an 
amalgamation of this undertaking with that of the Runcorn Com- 
pany. The largest scheme now in hand is the amalgamation of 
a group of eight companies in the Castleford area. In a short 
time an Order will be deposited for the amlgamation of the Rams- 
bottom and Rossendale undertakings, and those of Rhymney and 
Aber, Quaker’s Yard, and Merthyr Vale. It is also hoped that 
in the present year the undertakings of Hemsworth and Royston 
and Brodsworth will be amalgamated, and also those of Otley 
and Yeadon. 

I would not like to close my remarks without an acknowledg- 
ment of the great services rendered to the Corporation during 
the year by Colonel Carr and his colleagues and staff at the 
central administration and by the secretariat in London. 

I beg to move: “That the report of the Directors, together 
with the accounts of the Corporation for the year ended 3lst 
December, 1938, now before the meeting, be and the same are 
hereby approved and adopted.” 


Colonel Moncrieff Carr’s Remarks. 


Colonel W. MoncrieFF Carr, O.B.E., T.D., M.Inst.Gas E. 
(Managing Director): I am pleased to have the opportunity of 
seconding this motion and saying a few words about the work of 
the Corporation during the past year. All the promotion and 
engineering work in connexion with the West Yorkshire Gas Dis- 
tribution Company has been carried out by the Corporation’s 
central administration staff and recharged to that Company at 
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cost. In the circumstances the new Company will start with the 
great advantage of very low promotion and development costs. 
This work has not, however, been carried out at the expense 
of technical assistance to our own subsidiaries, and the scope of 
the skilled assistance which has been made available for our 
companies has been considerably extended. 

It will be observed from the accounts that the charge mace 
against the subsidiaries for those services is reasonably in balance 
with the cost. A new basis of assessment for dividing the cost 
amongst the companies has been introduced, this being based) on 
the revenue from gas sales. Also we have introduced an engi- 
neering charge of 5° on new capital works which are designed 
and carried out for the companies by the technical staff of cen- 
tral administration. This basis has provided for an equitable dis- 
tribution of the cost as between the larger and smaller under- 
takings, and also more in relation to work carried out and ser- 
vices rendered. 

We have continued the practice of making contracts on behalf 
of our companies, who purchase direct under those contracts and 
receive the full benefits thereof. No commission on purchases 
has been charged, the cost of the purchases and service being 
covered in the central administration fee to which I have referred. 

We have been concerned during the past year in collaboration 
with the National Gas and Oil Engine Company in the investiga- 
tion and development of a highly efficient gas engine more or less 
on the Diesel principle. 

The proposed final dividend of 3%, making 5°, for the year, 
less income tax at 5s. 6d. in the £1, was approved. 

The retiring Director (Mr. J. M. Whittington) was re-elected, 
and the Auditors (Mesrs. Deloitte, Plender, Griffiths, & Co.) were 
re-appointed. 





Athletic and Social 


Hampton Court Athletic Club. 


More than a hundred members of the Hampton Court Gas Com- 
pany’s Athletic Club were present at the Annual Dinner and Prize- 
giving held recently. Mr. C. W. Kent (President of the Club) occu- 
pied the Chair, being supported by, among others, the following: 
Messrs. E. M. Wood and P. A. Symmons, J.P. (Directors), C. T. 
Price (Engineer and General Manager), H. J. Hodder (Assistant 
Manager and Hon. Treasurer of the Club), M. C. Lamb (Secretary 
of the Company), J. H. Johnson (Showrooms Manager), H. Ford 
(General Foreman and Chairman of the Club), R. B. Buller (Hon. 
General Secretary of the Club), J. P. Pratt (Manager of Richmonds 
Gas Stove Company), T. C. Coles, E. G. Hutchinson, G. Gilden, 
G. Garrard, and A. Stenning. 

Proposing the visitors, Mr. C. T. Price congratulated Mr. Sym- 
mons on succeeding his father as a Director of the Company and 
also on his recent appointment as a J.P. for Spelthorne. 

Summarizing the Club’s activities, Mr. Price said the football 
section had put up a magnificent show, and last season were at the 
top of Division III. of the Kingston and District League. This 
season they reached the final of the Edgell Cup, and were defeated 
by one goal only. At present the Club was fighting neck and 
neck at the top of Division II. of the Kingston and District League, 
and stood an excellent chance of winning. Twenty-one men had 
taken the St. John Ambulance Brigade first-aid course, and out of 
the 17 who sat for the examination only one failed to pass. 

Reviewing the summer activities, Mr. Price said one of the most 
successful events was the garden party at the Maples (the Club’s 
sports ground), which attracted a very large crowd. He concluded 
by congratulating Mr. L. Turner (Football Secretary) on his ex- 
cellent work for the Club and also on arranging the Easter tour in 
France, when the Club played U.S.M. Mervilloise I. on Easter 
Sunday and won by 5—2. 

Replying, Mr. Turner thanked the Directors for giving the men 
time off for the tour. On behalf of the Club, Mr. Kent received 
from Mr. R. A. Fuller (Captain) a cup won in France. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Kent was proposed by Mr. M. C. Lamb. 
He said the Club was greatly indebted to the President for his 
services. Mr. Kent suitably replied. 


Swansea Co-Partnership and Superannuation. 


Annual general meetings of the Superannuation Scheme and of 
the Co-Partnership Scheme of the Swansea Gas Light Company 
were held at the Swansea Y.M.C.A. on April 26. 

Mr. Hugh Bellingham, Chairman of the Company, presided, 
supported by Messrs. W. H. Ashmole, Vice-Chairman; E. H. 
Leeder, J. F. Coonan, Ernest Davies, Directors, and Mr. Ernest 
Ablett, Secretary. Being away from Swansea, Mr. W. H. Johns, 
Engineer and Manager, was unable to be present. 

In submitting the accounts of the superannuation scheme, Mr. 


Bellingham congratulated the members on the sound position in: 


which the scheme stood and on the very excellent way it was 
functioning; it had a fund value of £33,288, and during last year 
no less than 44 pensioners had been provided for. Of these, one, 
aged 84, and another, aged 80, were continuing to call weekly at 
the office. 

From the third quinquennial report, which had been prepared 
by Mr. Ablett, it was evident that the scheme had not only oper- 
ated satisfactorily in the past, but that it had become soundly 
established, and that the future position could be regarded with 
confidence. : 

When presenting the accounts of the co-partnership scheme, Mr. 
Bellingham announced with pleasure that the sales of gas for the 
past quarter showed a very satisfactory increase. 

Elections to various offices were made, and cordial votes of 
appreciation were accorded to the committees and trustees of both 
schemes. Thanks and appreciation were also extended to Mr. 
Ablett, who had just completed 25 years’ service with the Com- 
pany, for the valuable services he had rendered. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, Mr. W. H. Ashmole proposed, 
and Mr. Ernest Davies seconded, a very warm vote of thanks 
to the Chairman for presiding, and this proposition was received 
with acclamation. 


Cambridge Darts to the Fore. 

Members of the Cambridge University and Town Gas Light 
Company's Recreation Club enjoyed some keen contests and an 
excellent smoking concert. when the indoor season concluded on 
May 5 and the final rounds of the various competitions were 
played. As individual darts champion, Mr. F. Woollard became 
the first holder of the Hunter Rioch Challenge Cup. which was 
presented by the Engineer and Manager, who is also a Vice- 
President of the Club. During the season, the darts team won 
the newly-formed Social Clubs League, losing only one match, 
and scoring 89 games against 26. 


London Gas Bowling Association. 


The fixtures of the London Gas Bowling Associatian for 1939 
are as follows: 
] | 
Date. | Opponents. | Venue. 


Saturday, May 20 .. | Borough of Croydon Association | Croydon 
Sawrday, June 10... North London Thursday Association .. | E. Greenwich 
Wednesday, June 14 .. | London Parks Ex-Presidents’ Association | South Suburban 
Wednesday, July 5 E.B.A. President’s Team .. | E. Greenwich 
Saturday, July 8... | London Secretaries B.A. a .. | Tottenham 
Saturday, July 22 .. London Business Houses Association B.A. | Southai: 
Saturday, Sept. 9 London Parks B.A. a ard ‘ Wandsworth 
6 Essex County President’s, Team South Suburban 
| 


Saturday, Sept. 1 


All matches are of six rinks, except that against London Parks 
Ex-Presidents’ Association, which is of four, 
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Markets and 
Manufactures 


Current Sales of Gas 
Products 


The London Market 


May 15. 


Pitch, nominal, at about 26s. per ton f.o.b. 
Creosote, about 34d. to 33d 

Refined tar, 33d. 

Pure toluole, about 2s. Sd. to 2s. 6d. 

Pure benzole, about Is. 9d. 

95/160 solvent naphtha, Is. 7d. to Is. 8d. 
90/160 pyridine, about IIs. 

All per gallon naked at makers’ works. 


The Provinces 
May 15. 
Crude Gas-Works Tar, 12s. to 17s. 


To avoid misunderstanding, it is necessary to state that 
the above price is not claimed to represent a market 
value. It is a price worked out from week to week upon 
a system which has been used for many years as a basis 
for the fixing of certain contracts for crude tar of varying 
qualities in different areas. 


The average prices of gas-works products 
during the week were: Pitch—East Coast, 
27s. to 28s. f.o.b. West Coast—Man- 
chester, Liverpool, Clyde, 27s. to 28s.* 
Toluole, naked, North, Is. 10d. to 1s. 11d. 
Coal tar, crude. naphtha, in bulk, North 
73d. to 84d. Solvent naphtha, naked, 
North, 1s. 44d. to 1s. 5d. Heavy naphtha, 
North, Is. 24d. to 1s. 3d. Creosote, ex 
works, in bulk, North, liquid and salty, 34d. 
to 44d.; low gravity, 4d. to 44d. Carbolic 
acid, 60’s, 1s. 7d. to 1s. 10d. Naphthalene, 
£13 10s. to £16. Salts, 70s. to 75s., bags 
included. Anthracene, “A” quality, 44d. 
to 44d. per minimum 40% purely nominal; 
“B” quality unsaleable. Heavy oil: Un- 
filtered anthracene oil, min. gr. 1,080, 43d. to 
44d; filtered anthracene oil, min. gr. 1,080, 
54d. to 53d.; heavy tar oil, gr. less than 
1,080, 44d. to 43d. 


* All prices for pitch are now quoted on the basis of 
f.o.b. In order to arrive at the f.a.s. value at any part it 
will be necessary to deduct the loading costs and the tolls, 
whatever they may be. 


Scotland 


GLascow, May 13. 

While no material price alterations have 
taken place during the week, the home de- 
mand continues to show a slight improve- 
ment. 

Crude gas-works tar. 
is about 30s. to 3s. 
bulk. 


Pitch of vertical quality is available in 
substantial quantities at 20s. to 2Is. per ton 
f.o.b. for export and round 20s. per ton ex 
works in bulk for home trade. 

Refined tar.—Demand is well up to 
average and home price is unchanged at 
33d. to 4d. per gallon. For export offers 
are being made at about 23d. to 3d. per 
gallon, both into buyers’ packages at makers’ 
works. 

Greosote oil.—Makers are 
the following prices: Specification oil, 34d. 
to 3}4. per gallon; low gravity, 44d. to 44d. 


The actual value 
per ton ex works in 


holding for 


per gallon; neutral oil, 33d. to 4d. per gal- 
lon; all ex works in bulk. 

Cresylic acid is in very poor call with 
supplies available at the following: Pale, 
97/99%, 1s. 2d. to Is. 3d. per gallon; dark, 
97/99%, 1s. to Is. Id. per gallon; pale, 
99/100%, Is. 4d. to Ils. 7d. per gallon; all 
ex works in buyers’ packages. 

Crude naphtha is, if anything, a little 
easier at Sd. to 54d. per gallon ex works in 
bulk, according to quality. 


Solvent naphtha—90/160 grade _ is 
Is. 34d. to Is. 4d. per gallon and 90/190 
heavy naphtha is about Is. Id. to Is. 14d. 
per gallon. 

Motor benzole is Is. 3d. to Is. 4d. per 
gallon. 

Pyridine.—90/160 grade is 8s. 6d. to 
9s. 6d. per gallon and 90/140 grade is 


9s. 6d. to 10s. 6d. per gallon. 


Benzole Prices 


These are considered to be the market 
prices for benzole at the present time: 


es ¢, s. d. 
Crude benzole.. 0 9% to 0 10 per gall. at works 
Motor _,, 13 , ”» » ” 
90% ” 1 » | » 9» ” 
Pure a ee 8 One a ’ 





Contracts Advertised 
To-Day 


Coal. 
Droitwich Gas Department. [p. 490.] 
Hebden Royd Gas Department. [p. 490.] 
Nelson Gas Department. [p. 490.] 
Wallasey Gas Department. [p. 490.] 


Mainlaying. 


Sutton-in-Ashfield Gas Department.  [p. 
490.] 


Painting and Repair Work. 


Workington Gas Department. [p. 490.] 
Resetting Retorts. 
Keighley Gas Department. [p. 490.] 


Stores. 
Sutton-in-Ashfield Gas Department. _ [p. 
490.] 


A New Self-Lighting 
Bracket 


An exceedingly neat self-contained self- 
lighting bracket is now being manufactured 
by Lighting Trades, Ltd. This bracket, 
which is well finiched and of most pleasing 
appearance, is the subject of a joint patent 
taken out by the Cannock District Gas Com- 
pany, Ltd., and one of the Company’s junior 
fitters. 

The filament is of the Webson type and is 
operated by a small dry battery enclosed in 
the base which acts as support to the wall. 
The design enables one to cut out the usual 
switch or distance controlled valve. We 
think there is a bright future for this happily 
thought-out lighting bracket, which, we are 
informed, is being marketed at auite a 
mest price 
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PROTECT WITH 


METROTECT 


a bituminous paint 
producing a pleasant 
satin black finish with 
highly waterproof 
and  anti-corrosive 


properties. 


Protects steel-work 
which is continuously 
or periodically 
immersed in water. 
Does not become 
brittle on prolonged 
atmospheric ex- 
posure. METROTECT 
flows freely under 
the brush and can 
be applied quickly 
and without effort 
even in cold weather. 


Prices and further 
particulars from— 


SOUTH 
METROPOLITAN 
GAS CO. 


PRODUCTS DEPARTMENT, 
REGIS HOUSE, 


KING WILLIAM STREET, 
ECA. 
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Wodeun DESIGN... MODERN EQUIPMENT 











Fuel-gas generation ‘in pressure-operated pro 
ducers; steam-raising by waste-heat recovery; and 

FOR THE RETORT HOUSE automatic force-feed lubrication applied to coal and" 
coke conveyors are amongst the standard features of 
the modern Glover-West vertical retort installation. 


Blackpool’s new carbonizing plant 
will be GLOVER-WEST VERTICALS 


ORK is proceeding on a 72-retort installation of 
Glover-West vertical retorts at the new Marton 
gas works for the Blackpool Corporation Gas 
Department. The plant will be equipped with 
pressure type producers, waste-heat boilers, dust 
extraction and air-conditioning plants, together with 
extensive coaling equipment and coke handling, 
cutting, grading and de-dusting units. The drawing 
shows the architectural design of the retort house 
and coke plant. 


WEST’S 


GAS IMPROVEMENT 
co: LTD 


Miles Platting - Manchester 10 


Telephone « Collyhurst 2961 Telegrams * Stoker, Manchester 





















CARBONIZING PLANTS 


Glover-West Vertical Retorts Westvertical Carbonizing Chambers 


435 INSTALLATIONS BUILT OR ORDERED IN 24 COUNTRIES 
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Stock Exchange was concerned, 
some time past. 
business expanded, prices rose. 
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GAS STOCKS AND SHARES 


International affairs took a back seat last week so far as the 


which had the busiest week for 
A more confident tone was in evidence and, as 
It was not until Friday that any 


slackening off was apparent and this, coupled with profit-taking, 


led to some reaction. 
prices 


home rails, 
provements, but although the highest levels were not maintained 


the closing quotations showed good gains on the week. 


A feature 
at one time making 


was the big 


improvement 
almost sensational 


in 
im- 


Gilt- 


edged stocks continued steady and closed anything up to a point 


higher. 


The industrial section also produced some bright features 


and prices generally finished stronger. The majority of mining 


and oil shares showed gains on the week, though here again the 
reactions on Friday brought down prices to below their best. 

The volume of business in the Gas market was also heavier, 
and it is satisfactory to note that some of the stocks which had 


Official ial Quotations 


Issue. 


1,767,439 
000 
877,576 
500,000 
535,545 
318,730 
750,000 
560,070 
300,000 
181,185 


231/977 
968,658 





Dividends. 
When 
ex- Prev. Last 
Dividend. | Hf. Yr.| Hf. Yr. 
% p.a.| % p.a. 
Mar. 6 8 8 
Dec. 19 4 4 
May 8 5 5 
” 44 4 
‘ a o 
* 4 4 
Mar. 6 34 34 
Feb. 20 7 7 
Apl. 6] 1/43 | 1/98 
Feb. 20 % 94 
* 7 7 
” 6 6 
Dec. 19 3 3 
“ 4 a 
ret” 20| 9 5 
eb. 
tie ie 
” 6 6 
Mar. 20 7 8 
Dec. 19 Z 7 
” 53 54 
” 4 4 
* 5 5 
» 34 34 
22May’33 6 4 
6 Nov.'33 4 44 
Dec. 19 4s 43 
Feb. 6 6 6 
Dec. 19 5 5 
Mar. 20 | 2/- 2/- 
0 1/48 | 1/48 
Mar. 20 |-/11-48|-/11-4 
” 1/3-30| 1/3-30 
Jan. 23 5 4 
Feb. 6 |$13/4 4 
Dec. 5 3 3 
Feb. 20 5 5 
” §3 4 
Feb. 20 7 7 
” 5 5 
Dec. 19 5 5 
Feb. 6 5 5 
Feb. 6 6 6 
Dec. 5 5 5 
Nov. 7 8 4 
* 4 4 
Feb. 6 53 53 
” 3} 34 
” 4 4 
Jan. 9 33 34 
Nov. 21 3 3 
:) 4 4 
Mar. 6 3} 3 
Feb. 20 6 6 
Mar. 20 | ti/- | tl/- 
Feb. 6 55 ‘6 
May 8 8 12 
Jan. 23 3+ 34 
Mar. 6 84 84 
Dec. 19 3 3 
Nov. 21 | T10 tlo 
Apl. 6 5 5 
Feb. 20 Hd Hy 
4 4 





on the 


depreciated severely during the previous few weeks began to re- 
cover. Gas Light units continued their upward movement and 
gained 9d. to 21s. 9d. South Metropolitan made the best recovery 
with a rise of 6 points to 894, and Commercial moved up 5 to 55. 
The latter stock is marking at from 55 to 60, and at 60 the yield 
works out at 74%. It still appears to be considerably under- 


valued. Other increases include a rise of 4 in the ex div. quota- 
tion of Imperial Continental and 3 in the case of Tottenham. It 
will be seen that the List also records some falls, prominent 


among which is a drop of 10 points in Portsmouth to 140, and 5 
points to 1124 in Watford. 

There were only two price movements on the Provincial Ex- 
changes, which included a fall of 1s. to par in Newcastle units, 
though business was recorded on the London market during the 
week at 20s. 74d. 


London Stock Exchange _ 





NAME. 
















4 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 
Barnet Ord.7p.c. . 
Bombay, Ltd. 


. max. 
. Pref. 
. Deb. 
. Deb. 
. Deb. 
. Con. 
. Con. 
“Bel 


Pp. c. Red. Deb. 
5 p.c. Red. Deb. 
34 p.c. Red. _ 
Cape Town, Ltd. as 
Do. 4 p.c. Pref. 


Do. .c. Deb. 
Cardiff Con. Ord. 
Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 
Colombo Ord. ‘ 
Do. 7 p.c. Pref. 


8 Colonial Gas Assn. Ltd. Ord. 


oO. 
‘Commercial Ord. 


East Hull Ord. 5 p.c. 
East Surrey Ord. 5 p. a: “a 
Do. 5 p.c. Deb.. 

Gas Consolidation Ord. B’ 
Do. 4p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. 
Gas Light & Coke Ord. P 


p.c. Ord. 


S. Utility ‘C* Cons. 
Do. 


@.—The quotation Is per £1 of stock. 


[Alliance & Dublin Ord. oes 

Do. pe. De oss 
Asscd. Gas & Water U'd’ts Ord. 
4} p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. 
4 p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. 
4 p.c. Irred. Cum. Pref. 


Bournemouth sliding ‘sale ... 


Pref. 


Pref. 


8 p.c. Pref. ... 


Do. 4 p.c. Red. Pref.. 

Do. 3 p.c. Deb ie 

Do 5 p.c. Deb. 

Do. 32 p.c. Red. Deb.. 
Croydon sliding scale oes 

Do. max. div. ... 

Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 


Do. 34 p.c. max. as 
Do. 4 p.c. Con. Pref. ... 
Do. 33 p.c. Red. Pref. ... 
Do. 3 p.c. Con. Deb.... 
Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb.... 
Do. 44 p.c. Red. Deb.. 


34 p.c. Red. Deb. a 


4 p.c. Cons. Pref. “ 


Rise 
Quota- or 
tions Fall 
May 12. on 
eek 


Dividends. Rise 
When Quota- or 
Issue. ex- Prev. Last NAME. tions Fall 
Dividend. | Hf. Yr. | Hf. Yr. May 12. on 
% p.a. | % p.a. Week. 


130—140 . 390,076 | Dec. 19 4 4 |M.S. Utility 4 p.c. Deb. 95 
90—95 ; 148,955 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. «ee | 107—112 
16/6—18/6*| —-/6 125,000 | Jan 3 34 34 Do. 34 p.c. Red. Bds. 97 
18/6—20/6*| —-/6 675,000 | May 8| té6 +3 Montevideo, Ltd. .. | 63—68* 
18/6—20/6*| —-/6 250,000 | Mar. 6 7 74 |North Middlesex 6 p. c. Con. 135—140 
16/——18/-* on 396,160 | Feb. 6 5 5 Northampton 5 p.c. max. . 103—108 
92—97 we 300, April 24] 9 t7 |Oriental, Ltd. . | 135—145 
153—158 —2 468,537 | Dec. 5 8 72 Plymouth & Stonehouse 5 Pp. ‘c. | 108—118 
17/-—20/- . 621,667 | Feb. 20 8} 8{ |Portsmouth & Gosport Cons. | 135—145 
192—202 o 241,446 i 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. max. . | 98-103 
153—158 ae 73,350 ta 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. 102—107 
127—132 on 75,000 a 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Pref. 
70—75 ws 114,000 | Feb. 6 5 5  |Preston 5 p.c. Pref. ... 102—107 
95—100 one 247,966 | Dec. 19 4 4 Primitiva 4 p.c. Cons. Deb. 96—101 
110—115 a 625,959 | Jan. 9 4 4 Do. 4p.c.Red.Deb. ... | 94—99 
135—140 ee 15, Mar 6 6 6 San Paulo 6 p.c. Cum. Pref. ... 8-9 
118—123 e3 441,275 | May 8| I/Id | 1/12 |Severn Val. Gas Cor. Ld. Ord. |20/-—22/-* 
110—120 —7} 460,810 | Mar. 20/-/10% |-/102 4 p.c. Cum. Pref. |19/-—21/- 
110—120 ° 133,201 | Mar. 6 84 5 Shrewsbury 5 p.c. Ord. ... | 141—146 
138—143 eos 9, June 3 a +4 South African Ord. . ‘ 44—5 
110—115 its 1,371,752 | April 24] 1/22 1/22 . |South East’n Gas Cn. Ld. Ord. 10 /6—22/6 
93—98 “a 871 636 ar. 6 |-/103 |-/103 Do. 4} p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. |19/——21/- 
100—105 Na 498,818 oe a 4 Do. 4 p.c. Cum. Pref. ... [17/-——19/- 
90—95 a 450,000 | Feb. 6 a 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. ... «- | 95—100 
4—14 ee 150,000 ‘ 34 34 Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 90—95 
1—2 one 6,709,895 | Feb. 6 5 6 |South Met. Ord. 87—92 
60—70 om 1,135,812 ‘a 6 6 Do. 6 p.c. Irred. Pref. 118—123 
112—117 poe 850,000 ‘ 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Irred. Pref. 85—90 
hoa “ae 1,895,445 | Dec. 19 3 3 Do. 3 p.c. Deb. ... 67—72 
Liha -3 000,000 | Jan 9 5 Sg Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 104—108 
29)°—94)- ie ,000 i §31/- 33 Do. 3}p.c. Red. Deb. ... 93—98 
16/-—18/- ass 1,543,795 | Jan. 23 6 6 |South Suburban —_ 5 ine ... | 1OO—110 
23/-—25/- ese 512,825 ‘a 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. +» | 103—108 
50—60 +5 500,000 = 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Pref. 83—88 
95—100 ee 250,000 es 32 33 Do. 33 Oe Red. Pref. 95 
60—65 ne 88,587 | Dec. 5 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 107—112 
103—108 on 250,000 s 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 90—95 
95—100 + oti 200,000 | Feb. 6 3} 3} Do. 3} p.c. Red. Deb. |. | 90—95 
123—128 ‘éga 427,859 | Apl. 6 92 1/22 )S. Western Gas & Water Ord. |15/6—17/6 
94-99 +1 160,523 | Apl. 6 |-/104 |-/10% Do. 44 p.c. Red. Cum. Pf. [18/6—20/6 
108—113 es 110,000 | Dec. 19 a 4 Do. 4 p.c. Red. Deb. 93—98 
88—93 750,541 | Feb. 6 5 54 |Southampton Ord. ; PO. uw 104—109 
105—110 148,836 | Dec. 19 4 4 Do. .c. Deb. | 90—95 
107—112 350,000 | Feb. 6 5} 53 |Swansea 5% p.c. Red. OB «-- | 104—109 
19/——21 /- ,000 | Dec. 19 34 3 Do. 3% p.c. Red. Deb. 90—95 
17/6—19/6 $00 1,076,490 | Feb. 20 63 6} | Tottenham and District Ord. | 10S—IIS 
. }21/3—22/30) +-/9 409,835 ps 5% 54 Do. 5¢p.c. Pref. ... « | HHO—115 
67—72 -| 62,235 ‘a 5 5 Da S pe. Pre. ... 103—108 
87—92 | 453,380 | Dec. 5 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. ... an 90—95 
92—97 sai 85,701 | Jan. 9 6 6 |Tuscan 6 p.c. Red. Deb. aad 95—100 
70—75 +2 1,131,550 | May 8 4 6 |U. Kingdom Gas Cor. Ord. 15/6—17/6* 
105—110 ‘ss 1'051:280 May 8 44 4% Do. 4 p.c. Ist Cum. Pref. 17/——19/-* 
102—107 +I "762,241 ‘a 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Ist Red. Cum. Pf. |18/-—20/—* 
90—95 pee 745.263 Dec. 19 4 4 Do. 4$ p.c. 2ndNon-Cum.Pf. |14/-—16/- 
105—115 1,066,186 | Mar. 6 34 3+ Do. 3} p.c. Red. Deb. ... | 90—95 
g—Z 378,106 | Mar. 6 7 7 —s &e., 5 p.c. 120—125 
97—102 ae 133,010 a 5 5 5 p.c. Pref. 102—107 
tli—tl6* +4 1,371,138 | Jan. 23 7 7 oA Consolidated ... | 108—I18 
87—92 an 2,525,768 a 4 . Do. 4 p.c. Pref. 82—87 
145—155 1,343,964 | Dec. 19 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 107—112 
58—63 383,745 és 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. a 95 
130—135 i ” §25/- a Do. 32 p.c. Red. Deb. . 93-98 | 
558,342] Feb. 6 64 6§ |Watford and Se. Albans Ord. 105—115 
98—103 200, a 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. . 98—103 
95—100 200,000 ‘a 5% 5% Do. 5% p.c. Pref. 1O—115 
83—88 200,000 a §16/8 a Do. 4 p.c. Rd. Pf. (1973/8) 93—98 
100,000 — =~ _ Do. 4 p.c. Red. Pf. (1959)| 97—102 
200,000 | Dec. 19 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Red. Deb.... | 95—100 
200, “ 3+ 3+ Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb.... | 90—95 
* Ex. div. t Paid free of income-tax. + For year. § Actual. 


Supplementary List and Provincial Exchanges overleaf, 
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STOCK AND SHARE LIST—Cont. 












































Dividends. Rise Dividends. Rise 
When _— or When Quota- or 
Issue. ex- Prev. Last NAME. ps taped Fall Issue. ex- Prev. Last NAME. tions Fall 
Dividend. | Hf. Yr.| Hf. Yr. May 12 on Dividend. | Hf. Yr.} Hf. Yr. May 12. on 
£ % p.a.| % p.a. : Week. £ % p.a.| % p.a. | Week, 
Supplementary List, not Officially Quoted, London BRISTOL EXCHANGE 
202,152 | Mar. 20) 5 5 |Ascot Ord. vee nee | 99-104 347,756| Feb. 6] 5 6 |BathCons. ... 2 see | UIS=H17 
128,182 | Dec. 19 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref... e» | 102—107 ove 1,667,250] Feb. 6 5 5 |Bristol, 5 p.c. max. . ... | 105—108 
31,035 | Mar. 20 3" -/4| Associated Utilities 4 p.c. Pref. | 15/-—17/- ies 120,420 | Dec. 19 4 4 Do. Ist 4 p.c. Deb. . | 98—101 
100,000 | Dec. 19 3 34 Do. 3} p.c. Red. Deb. ... | 95—100 ~~ 415,250 ® 4 4 Do. 2nd 4p.c. Deb. .. | 98—101 
17,000 | Feb. 20 8 8 |Bognor Orig. Ord.‘A’ —... | 142-152 ese 328,790 Be 5 5 Do. Sp.c.Deb. ... ck tte 
62,210 ” S 8 Do. New Addl. ‘A ve | 142-152 “ 274,000 | Feb. 20] 5 5 |Newport (Mon.) 5 p.c. m0. 95—97 
87,160 a 7 7 Do. New7 p.c. max. ... | 140—150 oe 13,200} Mar. 20] 7 83 |Pontyp’l Gas & W. 1Op.c.‘A’| 12R—13% 
37,440 | Feb. 6 10 10 | Cam. Univ. & Town 10p.c. max. | 165—175 eos 13,600 a 6 5 Do. 7 p.c. ‘B’ ae 
125,970 o 7 7 Do. 7 p.c. max. ... ee | UIS—125 eee 40,000 * 6 5 Do. 7 p.c. °C” | tel? 
39,025 ” 5 5 Do. Sp.c.max. ...  «.. | 95—100 140,778 | Feb. 6 5 5 Wiguen-cuper Mare Cons. ... |103}—105} 
Bo p>. s y # Pte Me tee = teens Ms oe 64,338 | Dec. 19] 4 4 Do. 4 p.c.Deb. ...| 98—I01 
t eb. roydon 4 p.c. Pref. ... a _ ooo 3 *% re ee 49— 
130,000 | Dec. 19| 4 4 | Do. 4pc.Deb.... *.| 92—97 a —) « a Mie) Mies si iatietiatas eeu 
45.000 Mar. 6 7% 7% Ry ¥~ *S p.c. rae $5 ons = - — —_—__—— 
| - 6 63 - oa a o. | 105— ae 
112.3 12 a 5 5 Do. 5p.c. Pref. ... «| 102—107 nae LIVERPOOL EXCHANGE 
130,000 | Dec. 19 5 5 Do. Spc. Ded. ... 107—112 ne 
24,000 Feb. 20 st 8} |Great Yarmouth 8} p.c. max. | 30—35 coy 157,150 | Feb. 6 5 St Chester 5 p.c. Ord. «| 107—110 
59,400 = 7 7+ Do 7} p.c. max. ... ee 27—32 pee 92,500 | Dec. 19 4 Do. 4 p.c. Pref. . awe 95—99 
51,160 | Dec. 5 5¢ 5 Do. 5% p.c. Deb. ... ee | U17—122 eee 36,430 34 34 Do. 3} p.c. Deb.. ae 87—90 
152,600 Feb. 20 8 9 Guildford Cons. pie «. | 150—160 eee 41,890 e 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Red. Deb. ons 97—101 
54,055 a 5 5 Do. 5p.c. Pref. ... ... | 102—107 ee 2,167,410 | Feb. 20 6 6 Liverpool 5 p.c. Ord.. coe | UIT 1N9 
68,250 Dec. 19 5 5 Do. 5p.c. Deb. ... «- | LO5—110 ons 245,500 | Dec. 19 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Red. Pref. «-. | 100—105 
—_—_ Feb. 20 7} 7} |Hampton Court Cons. ... | 110—120 ee 306,083 | Jan. 23 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. a 99—I101 
80,000 | Mar. 6 4 4 Lea Bridge 4 p.c. Pref. ie 82—87 soe 106,280 | Feb. 6 10 10 Preston ‘A’ 10 p.c. ... wee | 177—187 
60,000 se 6 6 Do. 6p.c. Pref. ... oe | LI8—123 oes 188,219 w 7 7 oe. *“S°FRs ass we | 129-—139 
$4,876 Dec. 5 4 4 Do. 4p.c.Deb. ... rm 87—92 es 
73,620 _ a 8} Hy — ae 3 - . ape ea erg _ i lal = WCAS. E EXCHA ena 
107, ar. 4 id Kent Or tes — oe 
230,940 | Feb. 6 10 10 Oxford & District Ord. --. | 165—175 is Sen NE TL NGE 
47,112 ee 5 5 Do. §p.c. Pref... «.. | 102—107 ans 
50,000 ss é € Do. 6p.c. Red. Pref. ... | 108—113 oa 122,577] Feb. 20) 8 8 |BlythSp.c.Ord. oe 
126,193 | May 8 7} 7} |Peterborough Ord. ... ... | 134—139* -3 732,000 | Feb. 20 3 3 |Hartlepool G. & W. Cn. & New ws 
64,990 | Mar. 6 7 74 |Redditch Ord.... ae oo. | 118-125 me 2,061,315 | Feb. 6 5 53 |Newcastle & Gateshead Con. | 19/9-20/3a —I/- 
166,850 | Feb. 6 8 8 |Romford Ord...  ...  ... | 137—142 ee 682,856 ” 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Pref. | 89-91 ae 
60,000 . ~ . Do. 4p.c. Pref. ...  ... | 97—102 sn 776,706 | Dec. 19 34 3} Do. 34 p.c. Deb. ++ | 88—89 
44,000 | Mar. 20 5 5 Do. 5p.c. Deb. ... e-. | 1O7—112 ie 277,285 | April 24 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. °43 ... | 10i—103 
25,570 | Feb. 6 53 54 |Rugby 54 p.c. Pref. ... w- | 118-123 wen 332,351 | Feb. 6 6 6 Sunderland 6 p.c. max. eee | 1324 —1349 
25,000 ss 6 6 Do. 6 p.c. Red. Pref. ... | 103—108 ae ; 
42,750 | Dec 5 53 53 Do. 5} p.c. Deb. ... «. | 115—120 tas aie 
110,950 | Feb. 20] 8 B (RydeOrd. =... aes SBT is NOTTINGHAM EXCHANGE 
— eed 4 7 : ~——s Ord. wie ee a ons —_— - 
21, ec. | 5 [) p.c. Deb 105—I1 oan 
28,872 | May 8| 5% 53 |S. Midland Gas Cpn. Ltd. Ord. |16/-——18/-*|  —1/ 542,270 | Feb. 6] 6 9 |Derby Con. . vee eee | 132137 
28,866 | Mar. 6] 43 44 | Do.4¢p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. |17/-—19/- |... 55,000 | Dec. 19 | 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. ++ | 100—105 
117,228 | Feb. 20 5 7 Swindon Cons. a =a 100— 105 i 20,000 | Dec. 19 5 5 Long Eaton 5 y c. Pref. on 10—12 
60,425 | Dec. 5] 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 105—110 ie 80,000 ” 5 5 Do. Sp.c.Deb. —..._ | 103—108 
“a Dec. 19 ; : Mae ha ign 5 p. ‘c. Pref. | 102—107 os ——— 
130, Feb. 6 akefield Ord 116—121 = a 
81,650 e 5 5 Do. 5p.c.max. ...  ...| 92—97 bs SHEFFIELD EXCHANGE 
82,000 — 7 6 6 “em Ord. ote . 10i1—106 ‘ae ——— 
98,384 eb. 6 6 olverhampton 6 p.c. ref. 115—120 mn 
160,000 | Dec. 19 53 53 Do. 5} p.c.Rd.Db.| 103—108 es 10,000 | Feb. 6 10 10 |Great Grimsby ‘A’ Ord. ... | 180—190 
6,500 ” 10 - 10 _ ‘BB’ Ord. ... | 180—190 
90,000 | Dec. 19 5 5 York 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 102—107 oe 79'000 10 10 °C’ Ord. 
133,640 | Feb. 20] 64 6t |Yorktown (Cam.) 5 p.c. Cons. | 115—120 Se , ” rd... | 175-—185 a 
1,806,339 | Feb. 20 64 St Shefheld borg oa «. | 137—140 +1 
120,000 * 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... 102—107 nave 95.000 | D 19 4 D Deb. 
35,000 | Dec. 5] 53 5¢ | Do. 5$p.c.Deb....  ... | H2—I17 ee ’ wie 0. 4p.c.Deb. ...  ... | 100-102 |... 


- a The quotation is per £1 of Stock. ve 
| * Ex div. 








PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 


United Kingdom & Ireland : Advance Rate, 35/- per annum; 18/- per half year. Credit Rate: 40/- per annum; 21/- per half year. 
Dominions & Colonies & United States : 35/- per annum, in advance. Other countries in the} Postal Union, 40/- per annum, in advance. 


A copy of the “G.J.’” Calendar and Directory is presented to continuous subscribers. 








CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Situations Wanted, 6d. a line (minimum 3/-, about 36 words). Situations Vacant, Plant for Sale and Wanted, Contracts, 
Public Notices, Educational, &c., 9d. a line (minimum 4/6). Financial Notices, |/- per line. Box Number, 6d. extra. 











WALTER KING, LTD., 
Central 2367-8, 11, BOLT COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. cosking tet London. 








